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PREFACE. 



In submitting the following pages to the public, there is 
no occasion, I conceive, to make a very comprehensive 
preface, as the reader will find so many of ray views 
apologized for, when he comes to the Ecclesiastical Canons. 
My principal object is to show, that, with whatever defects 
the Church, as at present constituted, may be charged, it 
is capable of being made subservient to the best purposes, 
both spiritual and temporal, in the hope that " those who 
are given to change" (Proverbs xxiv. 21,) may be inclined 
to confine themselves to legitimate change, that is, reform, 
without retaining any hankering, if they have really felt 
any, for subversion under the mask of the word " reform." 
I address myself to Christians ; for it is contrary to all 
our experience of human nature, to suppose that infidels 
(of which there are too many) can use the word reform in 
a candid spirit. Here I will mention a line of argument 
frequently adopted, by, among others, the editor of the 
Examiner, whom I mention by name, presuming that he 
is a Christian, consequently sincere, and because no 
editor excels him in anilities of the highest order, how- 
ever a few may equal him. He argues, first, from several 
passages in the New Testament, that large church tem- 
poralities are unscriptural. If he is right, any tempo- 
ralities at all are wrong, beyond enough to procure " food 
and raiment;" and therefore he was inconsistent, a year 
or two ago, in his proposed scale of stipends, I forget 
exactly what, except one item of i?1500 a year to the 
primate; and, secondly, he, sitting down in his "fine 
ImetP shirty writes as if the parable of the rich man and 
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Lazarus is conclusive against the purple, fine linen, and 
mode of living, of our bishops.* Now, I should like to 
see him point out any part of Scripture, which says any 
thing about wealth, or the avoiding it, which, if applying 
to the clergy of the present day at all, does not equally 
apply to the laity, to christian disciples generally. Will 
be begin with the mission of the Seventy, without purse, 
or any necessary even ? He will find it said, in that very 
chapter, (the 10th of St. Luke,) " the labourer is worthy 
of his hire." Or will he prefer the chapter before, in 
which the same regulation is made for the twelve apostles? 
He will find that every lay-believer was, in the same 
chapter, and in various other places, required, at that 
time, to sell all he had and give to the poor, and take up 
his cross, and follow Christ through hardships scarcely 
supportable ; and, by the 36th verse of the 22nd chapter 
of St. Luke, in which the diametrically opposite in- 
junction is given, (their Lord foreseeing the necessity, 
from the approaching change of circumstances,) he will 
see how uncandid, or unlearned, it is to fasten upon one 
or two passages, perhaps never meant for more than a 
temporary purpose, instead of fairly looking at the spirit 
of the wnole of Scripture in its common-sense meaning. 
Or will he go to the Acts of the Apostles, and, with the 
St. Siraonians, or Owenites, insist upon a community of 
goods ? If that, in his opinion, is now binding, in God's 
name, let him share his pecuniary emoluments with his 
compositors, &c. ; let the capitalist also give his super- 
fluity among the needy, and let those who have lands, sell 
them, or cultivate them, for the benefit of the common 
fund. But he will find, if he will read with that candour, 
in which he is never found wanting when the subject is 
unconnected with politics or the church, that the practice 
of having a common fund was never compulsory, and 
merely a temporary expedient ; in fact, that it obtained 
for only so short a time, that St. Paul, in his Epistles, 
speaks of the saints, or baptized believers, as being some 
poor and some rich, and recommends among the latter a 
weekly collection for the former. It is true, that he will 
find the apostles working for their bread, and St. Paul, 

* The reader will find my view of this parable in my observations upon 
the 74 th Canon. 



in particular, disclaiming all intention of deriving pecu- 
niary emolument from his ministry; but then he expressly 
asserts his right, or " power/' and, as a general rule, 
lays down, that those who minister at the altar are entitled 
to live by the altar, and that it is a small matter (as much 
as to say, they should be ashamed to murmur at it) for 
the receivers of spiritual benefits to give their €€ carnal 
things," as he expresses it, to those from whom they re- 
ceived them. In a word, put it how we will, (that is, 
arguing it as a question of christian propriety,) we cannot 
consistently condemn the abstract principle of christian 
governments patronizing what they consider the purest 
branch of the catholic church ; and to say, as some do, 
who will concede that church property came originally 
from various sources, and those mostly private ones, and 
not from the public, for whom a surrender is demanded : 
to say, that the Roman Catholics are entitled to our 
church-endowments, is like saying that those gifts to the 
church were to sanctify, and perpetuate, any dross, any 
error or corruption, which, in after ages, might be dis- 
covered. The truth is, that the Church of England was 
reformed with the concurrence of Parliament, and the con- 
vocation of the clergy ; (that is, legally speaking, with the 
consent of every man, lay or clerical, from the king to 
the peasant ;) and, moreover, there was nothing, strictly 
speaking, like taking property from the clergy of one 
sect, and giving it to the clergy of another ; and, in most 
instances, the same individuals continued in their re- 
spective preferments ; and the alterations of doctrine, 
which, with one exception, were not completed till the 
next reign, were such as had been talked of for a long 
time before the Pope's very proper (I admit) refusal to 
Henry the Eighth, gave the enlightened (as they contended 
they were) part of the clergy an opportunity of avowing 
their sentiments. That, sooner or later, a reformation must, 
even without Henry's rupture with the court of Rome, 
have taken place, none who have read of such men as 
Dean Colet, and others, can well doubt. There was, 
however, no intended, or actual, change of church, as wit- 
ness the Creeds, the Prayers, the Articles, and the Canons, 
which know but of one church, the catholic Shall we 
say that the catholic, or universal, (for that is the tneasfe- 



ing of the word,) church is such an absurd thing, that 
when any one branch of that church discovers what it 
contends is a corrupt innovation, and discards it, it ceases, 
by that act, to be a branch of the original tree, and be- 
comes a new church altogether, and therefore— (for Mr. 
Cobbett is right, in one sense, in his €€ Reformation,' 5 in 
saying, that there cannot be two true churches of Christ) 
— ana therefore a spurious one.* But it may be said, 
that the temporalities in question are inexpedient ; or, to 
apply Swift's well-known tale, that it does not follow, that 
because possibly one awkward fellow could not take off 
all the lace without destroying some of the original cloth, 
another more careful cannot contrive to do so. Let us 
see. The truth is, that we cannot, if we take every far- 
thing from the church, restore it to the state of apostolic 
circumstances our Bishops are so often told they ought to 
fall back upon. Give the church those parts of the coat 
it lost before any lace, v. c, was put on it— give it the 
original power of working miracles, among them the gift, 
not of unknown, (and therefore useless,) as has been stu- 
pidly said of late, but of known tongues, enabling her 
most illiterate preachers to argue with the most profound 
linguists — (this miracle alone is enough to convince any 
true believer, that an extensive education is necessary to 
the ministry) ; — give the church, moreover, the advantages 
the primitive church enjoyed, in arguing from prophecy, 
(the latter almost thought more important than arguing 
from the miracles, by Tertullian,) in consequence of there 
being possibly no dispute then about many events, con- 
cerning which sophistry and infidelity have, from the lapse 
of time, been able to raise some plausible questions. Re- 
store all these advantages to the church, and then, to a 
proposal of taking all temporalities from the church, I 
would give a hearty Amen. It appears that the Almighty, 
for his own wise reasons, gave supernatural assistance to 
Christianity at the outset, (without which it could not have 

* For the sake of not enlarging too much, I forbear using some argu- 
ments that will occur to many readers, about the ancient liberties and rights 
of the British and Irish branches of the Catholic Church. Even admitting, 
for the sake of argument, that the Bishop of Rome has the jurisdiction he 
claims in some countries, he cannot have the shadow of claim, I think, in 
England or Ireland. 



appeared credible to clever men like Nicodemu$, St. 
Paul, and others ;) and that, having firmly planted the 
tree, he thought proper to leave all visible means of water- 
ing it to ordinary exertions. Doubtless, the Holy Spirit 
can y if be please, so assist the most illiterate preacher, as 
to cause an immediate and conclusive answer to the most 
learned infidel arguments to occur to his mind ; but this is 
not usually seen to be the case ; on the contrary, we look 
for apologies for the christian faith from among good 
classical scholars, historians, and mathematicians. Now I 
much doubt, in a country like this, with so many roads 
to rank and wealth through other professions, there being 
a sufficient number of young men, of quick natural parts, 
brought up to the church, if an equality, and upon a par- 
simonious plan, of incomes were adopted in it. One may 
point to this man in the Scotch Presbyterian Church, to 
that man among the Dissenters here; but do they not 
avail themselves of the books that issue from our episcopal 
universities? Suppose a Quaker, for instance, should be 
afraid that his son is inclined to the dogmas of Deism, may 
he not try to reclaim him with arguments slily taken from 
the work of some Bishop, though perhaps refusing to pay 
church rates the same day ? Were we indeed entitled to go 
so far into the forbidden " secret things," as to demand of God 
his reasons for not making the truth of Christianity so evi- 
dent, as to make it a system of knowledge, and not of 
faith ;* even then that observation, now so common, that, 
if Christianity is really so true, and so valuable a thing, it 
must make its own way without human exertions, would 
not be cogent, for we should also have to inquire, why he 
has not given us minds of a more expansive nature, seeing 
that such mysterious and exalted subjects were intended 
for our contemplation ; but every sensible man feels, that 
such inquiries are not only impious, but as childish 
(hear it, ye pretended philosophers I) as the remark of a 
little boy, wno should wonder that God did not give him 
eyes strong enough to look at the sun at noon-day without 
their watering; and every well-read man knows, that let the 
cause of the Almighty so permitting, be what it will, the 
history of poor churches, since the early times, does not 

# The reader will find some probable reasons given for nature and reli- 
gion, as we find them, in the consideration of the 45th Canon. 
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encourage us to disregard the addition of temporal en- 
dowments ; and I may add, that the recommendation of 
Deists the other way, is a great argument in favour of 
temporalities, for we might as well expect to see Satan 
himself, as them, so constantly and zealously recommend- 
ing such a change of polity as is calculated to increase the 
number of believers.* No ; were the sublime doctriues 
of Christianity dependant only upon the " tender mercies" 
of whatever illiterate enthusiasts may take it into their 
heads to " hold forth/' the best we could hope, would be 
the promise of Christ, that, even till the end of the world, 
there should always be some, however few, to compose 
his church.f So much for the expediency of retaining 
the principle of what have been, by friends and foes, 
called u prizes" in the church. 

But there is another — a worldly, it is true, in part — con- 
sideration, which I cannot overlook. I would say to 
every great landholder, every farmer, every fund holder, 
every manufacturer, and many tradesmen, every one in 
London, who may wish to separate church from state, 
" Are you contented to be ruined yourselves, as the price 
of realizing your favourite scheme ?* For most assuredly, 
if the church is destroyed, Mr. Cobbett's notion ( it 
was kind in him to be so candid) of the mowers mowing 
grass in Regent-street, will turn out to be something more 
than a jest, though perhaps it may not be literally fulfilled ; 
for they should remember, that this is not like changing 
the fashion from leather to cotton gloves, or from silks to 

* It is as laughable as common, to find avowed infidels affecting to be 
shocked at the idea of any union of church and state on spiritual grounds, 
that " Christ's kingdom is not of this world." Let their tender consciences 
understand, that consecration of the state and desecration of the church are 
not synonymous. 

f The fulfilment of the predictions in the second and third chapters of 
the Revelation of St. John, (which even ought to influence candid Deists, as 
they cannot deny the antiquity of the book,) ought to be sufficient with every 
Christian, to convince him, that, if this kingdom chooses to forego the ex- 
ercise of the means in its power to preserve the christian faith, it may be 
liable to the fate of some of those seven churches, not immediately in full 
perhaps; but what with the infidelity, the heresy, and the schism amongst 
us, if those Christians, who cannot accuse themselves of encouraging directly 
either of the three, do not throw off the sin so severely denounced in the 
Laodicean church, what must be the state of this country a century hence, or 
less ? 
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muslins, which injures a few places and benefits others 
instead, but, so far from a few local injuries, the Jir si effect 
of church extinction, (whatever eventual good may be 
admitted for the sake of argument, and which most neces- 
sarily be the reverse of immediate,) the first effect would 
be to, more or less, injure every locality in the kingdom 
now benefited by the expenditure of any annuitant de- 
riving his income either from the church, or from any of 
our colleges. Even one hundred pounds a-year would 
affect some villages, taken away perhaps just as the 
butcher, v.c, was expecting to be paid; some grazier, or 
other, again having a demand upon the butcher. And if 
so, what are we to say of the large livings, and cathedral 
towns, to say nothing of the expenditure of private in- 
comes, and incomes from schools, by resident clergymen, 
some curates of one hundred pounds a-year spending 
several thousands from private incomes? The conse- 
quence, I think, would be, to, more or less, distress, and 
cause to fail in their engagements, upwards of two millions 
not ostensibly connected with the church ; which must pro- 
duce such a panic, as would cause the movement people 
to gain all they contemplate about the funds, primogeni- 
ture, &c., at first, and then we should not be long getting 
to military despotism.* Let every lover of true and* 
rational liberty, which has nothing in common with licen- 
tiousness, (which is only present or prospective tyranny in 
disguise,) let every lover of liberty only consider former 
events. The effect of the seizures of monastic and other 
ecclesiastical property, in the reign of Henry VIII., so 
aggravated the distress of the country, (it is a mistake to 
suppose that the religious houses completely relieved all 
the distressed, as Mr. Cobbett would persuade us,) that 
the institution of laws for the relief of the poor became a 
measure almost unavoidable. In France, where, by the 
old revolution, so many interests were affected, we see, 
first, a desperately bloody state of things, with the cry for 

* The amount given to the poor in rates, and through the various public 
charities, which would all go, must also be remembered. And it may be 
added, that taxation, whether spent again in pensions or otherwise, may be 
changed safely enough perhaps ; but with regard to absolute remission of 
taxation, that it must be wrong unless gradual, as the creation of it was 
gradual* 

B 
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bread louder than the cry for blood, and, after almost 
every kind of anarchy we can conceive, we find it subsid- 
ing into a military despotism. So far do we find it parallel 
with the success of the Puritans in England, in the reign 
of Charles I., (to whom our infidels, and radicals, to- 
gether with the more virulent of the Dissenters and 
schismatics are analogous ;) but there was a material dif- 
ference between the two Restorations. At the restoration 
of Louis XVIII., in which neither the church nor the law 
of primogeniture were restored to the old footing, it was 
very easy to foresee, that such omissions would make a 
second revolution difficult to prevent ; but they also seem 
to account for the comparatively bloodless nature of the 
last, there not being the elements necessary to distress so 
many interests. The restoration of Charles II., being a 
more complete restoration, was a greater security against 
a future revolution, (the calling of William 111. to the 
throne was a subversion of nothing but the expelled 
family,) but, at the same time, it places us, with regard to 
what we are to expect if a popular revolution again takes 
place, in a similar situation to the situations of England in 
the reign of Charles I., and of France in the reign of 
Louis XVI. Hence it appears, that those who are 
always talking of a quiet and peaceable way of getting 
rid of (such is their modesty, or licentiousness rather) 
crown, coronet, mitre, and entails, all together, cannot 
really think such a thing possible, but only hold out 
such expectations to the thoughtless yeoman, or shop- 
keeper, to lull their apprehensions. At all events, let the 
London shopkeepers in particular, as also those manu- 
facturers and others, in the country, who are interested 
in the prosperity of the metropolis — remember, that Paris 
suffered severely in the last revolution, and to this day, has 
not recovered from the shock, and shows no prospect at pre- 
sent of so doing; while in no part of France do we see any 
appearance of any interests being improved by the change ! 
But perhaps they allow themselves to be gulled by what 
we hear so often concerning American prosperity. Opi- 
nions vary upon what will be the conclusion of the Ame- 
rican rupture with England ; but, waving this, the differ- 
ence between the two cases is exactly what ought to 
deter us from wishing to follow the example of America. 
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With her large extent of country, most trifling, compared 
with that extent, population, (I believe a million and a 
half only?) with capital so insignificant, as not to be worth 
mentioning ; in short, with that country almost a carte 
blanche, it was competent to the Americans to try the 
experiment of any theory they pleased ; but where are 
our anolagous circumstances, with our large capital, large 
property of various kinds, and large population, and little 
garden comparatively of extent of country ? * No ! there 
may in England be a temperate reform of abuses safely 
enough, but there can be no peaceable ruining of so many 
different interests as the movement party contemplate, 
while such subversion can possibly only benefit a handful 
of adventurers ! Till lately, such observations as the 
foregoing, seemed as vain to address to the middling 
classes, as it is to try to reason with a drunken man ; but 
now, surely, the trades' unions must have somewhat roused 
them to a sense of their danger ; and the working classes 
themselves will do well, ere it is too late, to reflect upon 
the natural end of these unions, notwithstanding their 
fine sounding theories about " Labour the source of all 
wealth ! " for it is inconsistent with the nature of things, 
that their theory, if ever so good in the abstract, can get 
airplay in this country, circumstanced as it is at starting, 
long enough to allow it to arrive at maturity. How can 
they prevent the most tyrannical military despotism at 
home, or invasion from abroad, — aye, perhaps even from 
some power they now, in the plenitude of simplicity, 
flatter themselves would be their grand ally to conquer 
the world, and which power may be, at this moment, 
watching for the success of the repeal of the union with 
Ireland, as a cat watches a mouse {quos Deus vult per- 
dere, prius dementat!) 

With regard to the subject of this work, my observa- 
tions upon the Canons of the church will show, I trust, 
that I am no bigoted volunteer to defend real abuses ; 

* Those who, like me, have lived much in the society of those who were 
employed in the American war, have heard enough to convince them, that, 
even in America, the jirst effect of the rebellion was, to introduce a vast deal 
of distress in various districts ; and that the Americans would hardly have 
succeeded, had our military commanders been left, at that distance, to use 
their own discretion, instead of being fettered by the injunctions of the 
government at home to avoid harsh measures as much as possible. 
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and the Bishops themselves can bear me witness that many 
of the sentiments are not now for the first time adopted, bat 
that on former occasions I have expressed them, (particu- 
larly three years ago,) and have most earnestly cautioned 
them upon what would happen, if they would not " fore- 
stall levellers in church and state," by a judicious reform. 
In 'Ireland, to be sure, they had some excuse, as they 
might naturally attribute much of their weakness there to 
the absence of poor laws ; but in England, what will his* 
tory say of their apathy, even till the eleventh hour ? They 
saw the thing working worse and worse every year ; they 
saw the Dissenters, (whom I have always considered, from 
their very ecclesiastical polity, more dangerous than the 
Papists, as witness the infatuated malignity of the Irish 
Dissenters in not joining the communion of the church 
against their common danger ;) they saw them increasing 
every year ; and, after the Corporation and Test Acts 
were repealed, they knew, or might have known, that 
many of them threw off their former comparatively decent 
language, and uttered language almost more virulent than 
the language of the Puritans of old ;* they saw all this, and 

* To witness myself what I had heard from others, I remember attending 
a meeting of Dissenters at the London Coffee House. I think the name of 
the meeting was the " Society for promoting Ecclesiastical Knowledge." 
But let them beware ! The church they so much hate, is their only pro- 
tection : if that is destroyed, the Deists, who, as " wise in their generation," 
advocated the repeal of the Corporation and Test Acts, would then turn 
their batteries against them, and through infidel schemes of national educa- 
tion, and other means, would try to cmsh them. I ought to know something 
of Deists and Materialists ; and the Dissenters may rest assured, that, next 
to people of their own sentiments, they, in their hearts, respect sincere 
churchmen, though it suits their political views to pretend to hate them ; 
whereas they have a greater contempt for the Dissenters, (a* Sir Andrew 
Agnew must now know,) than for the believers in the Roman Catholic 
faith, many of whom they think sincere, however mistaken, though, on ac- 
count of the republican tendency of the dissenting systems, and their influ- 
ence among women, they find it convenient to keep up a temporary alli- 
ance with them. Therefore, if religious arguments are thrown away upon 
them, they had as well look to their worldly interests a little, that is, if 
they are not Deists in disguise, and, to propagate their tenets, care not about 
consequences. There appears, however, to be a gratifying exception to the 
general shortsightedness of the Dissenters among some of the Wesley an 
Methodists : if they are wise, they will not lose a moment in trying to 
arrange minor differences with the church, and join her against the com- 
mon enemy. Let a conference of six theologians, (three of the church,) 
meet, and examine into the antiquity of any peculiar Wesleyan doctrines, 
if there be any ; or, if their quarrel is only about discipline, let them 
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yet seemed to regard as enemies rather than friends 
(Galatians iv. 16) those that "told them the truth" about 
their danger ! But enough of this, here. In some in- 
stances, the reader will think, perhaps, that I have gone 
too far for my own arguments about local injuries. My 
answer is, that I have endeavoured to propose such an 
arrangement, as may inflict the smallest amount of local 
hardship, in restoring the church to a healthier state, (and 
surely, for such benefit, to grudge the necessary price of 
some temporary inconvenience, would look as unhand- 
some as for an individual bishop, after illness, to grudge 
the payment of his medical attendants.) In some few 
dioceses, the plan I have proposed might, I think, be com- 
pleted very soon ; and in the others, when the old leases 
fell in, and the church lands were let at the usual annual 
rents, I think the plan might become general ; and this 
way of doing only at first what the property of each dio- 
cese admitted of, would be a simpler, and a shorter, mode 
of accomplishing the whole, than throwing the whole into 
one common fund, and equally dividing it as far as it 
allowed, which would that way be infinitely too small, 
and produce the overwhelming amount of local injuries I 
have, in the preceding remarks, so earnestly deprecated ; 
and it should be added, that one diocese speedily com- 
pleted, forms a model for the rest Upon the whole, 
therefore, 1 think the only practicable way is to take 
church property, not as sufficient for all future purposes, 
but as so much capital to start with, which, in that view, 
is of immense amount Perhaps no one can tell what 
bishops', chapter, and college lands might be made fairly 
worth ; but I suspect that, in two or three dioceses at 
least, the rental would in time be five or six times as 
much as the average of bishops' incomes, according to the 
present plan. In a little time, if the thing seemed to 
work well, the credit of the church would be sufficient to 
enable it to resort to a loan to complete the plan sooner. 
I have endeavoured to make our cathedral establish- 
ments subservient to the best interests of the public, as 
well as inducements to young students to distinguish 

consider the suggestions made by different authors of late, and so be con- 
firmed in, or be weaned from, (the pride of human nature notwithstand- 
ing,) their peculiar notions. 
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themselves ; and the great advantages which, I conceive, 
towns, under such plan, would derive from having cathe- 
dral establishments, supersede all regret at thinking it 
necessary to increase their number ; and I flatter myself 
that, among sincere Christians, there will be but one 
opinion upon the utility of the inducements I propose to 
hold out to the faithful performers of the more laborious 
colonial, missionary, and gaol duties. Of Ireland I have 
said as little as possible, united as the two churches are, 
beyond the necessary mention of its representation in par- 
liament, and one or two other things. It is better now 
not to go over that ground again, as so recently there has 
been a parliamentary arrangement made about it, which 
I sincerely hope may turn out as satisfactory to all parties 
as I am willing to believe it was well intended. 1 will 
only make these two remarks, first, that leaving the num- 
ber of Irish sees as in the bill alluded to, the rest of my 
plan about the liturgy, discipline, 8cc., might be adopted ; 
and, secondly, I would tell Dr. Doyle, (who once did, in a 
manner such as it was, suggest the idea of his, and the 
Established Church, arranging their differences,) I would 
tell him to well consider which will have the best eventual 
chance, if the Protestant Church in Ireland falls — the 
Pope, the Dissenters, or the Deists ! For my part, 1 
have no doubt of the latter being the successful party. 

But, in forming these alterations in the ecclesiastical 
polity of this country, I have endeavoured to look at other 
and very extensive objects than those immediately con- 
nected with ourselves. We see no small prospect of 
Mahometanism being destined to one day give place to 
the Greek, or Russian, branch of the Catholic Church — a 
church, however sound in some things, yet, in the opinion 
of Protestants, containing many things not to be defended. 
On the other hand, no sincere Protestant can consistently 
suppose that the doctrine of the infallibility of the Pope, 
which virtually makes the story, of its being revealed to 
St. Bridget, that our Saviour, when scourged by Pilate, 
received five thousand stripes, an integral part of the 
Roman Catholic faith, can for ever prevail in now Roman 
Catholic countries against the spread of intelligence now 
existing, or that common sense will not, sooner or later, 
revolt against that clumsy division of the tenth command- 
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ment into two, to make up for the omission of the second,* 
or, in short, that it will not revolt against numberless 
things in the peculiar doctrines of the Roman branch of 
the church. I have therefore wished to prppose such a 
Polity, and Liturgy, as may, should an Austrian, or Rus- 
sian, or Spanish, Henry the Eighth arise, do so much in 
the way of suggestion as to cause any of the churches of 
the countries I have named, or even the See of Rome it- 
self, perhaps ages hence, to be reformed for the present, 
as well as future good, not injury, of religion in general, 
and of rational civil government. (It is well known that 
some of the original reformers were soon afterwards very 
sensible of their omissions in this respect, and Calvin, with 
all his fanaticism, seems to have been only prevented by 
death from trying to remedy them.) If my plan is good 
for this country, it is good for other countries ; and we all 
ought to deplore disunion, being commanded, whenever 
we can conscientiously do so, to be " of one mind, and 
of one judgment," and to " speak the same thing." 

The reader will observe the importance I have attached 
to choral music. I have no doubt of its being permitted 
to be one of the various means, (I mean Sacraments, 
Prayers, study of the Scriptures, &c.,) for softening the 
hard heart of man towards God, and his fellow-creatures. 
It was so highly esteemed from the commencement of the 
christian era, that we find our Lord and his' apostles 
countenancing it ; we find, at comparatively a late period 
after, St. John choosing it as the figure under which to 
represent the joys of heaven, as he chooses fire under 
which to represent the torments of hell ; and we find the 
first Bishop of Jerusalem, St. James, justifying, on spirt- 
tual grounds of course, the unreasonably decried custom 
of oratorios, or concerts of sacred music : " Is any merry ? 
Let him sing psalms." (St. James v. 13. — The reader 
will remember the comprehensive meaning of the word 
€€ psalms.") 

With regard to the other liturgical suggestions, I have 
taken all the pains I could to alter nothing merely for the 
sake of change, but to give all due preference to antiquity, 
which, I flatter myself, I have rather approached than de- 

* I do not know the extent of the practice ; hut I have seen Irish Manuals 
to the effects mentioned. 
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parted from. The preface to our Prayer Books condera 
" too much stiffness in refusing, and too much easiness 
admitting any variation from it." Both these extreme* 
trust I have avoided, as much as could be done cc 
sistently with avoiding "vain repetitions," (Matthew * 
7,) naturally arising from using as one service what we 
intended for three distinct services ; and it will be four 
that I have not hesitated to propose any thing I thoug 
defensible, merely in accordance with these mean and u 
scriptural whims, which would refuse to give credit, whc 
credit is due, and which, carried on consistently to tin 
legitimate length, would lead us to deny the existence 
a God, from fear (forsooth !) of being thought to resemt 
the Roman Catholics. 

In conclusion, I beg the reader's indulgence, on \ 
count of the unavoidable hurry of this work, and the gn 
variety of subjects, and important considerations, connect 
with it. 
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PROPER PSALMS ON CERTAIN DAYS. 



VIGIL, OR EVE BEFORE 


Matins. 


Evensong or 
Vespers. 


57 


'Ill 
113 


114 
118 


15 


21 
24 


47 
108 




48 
145 


104 
121 


" 


45 
85 


110 
132 




6 
32 
38 


102 
143 


* 


22 
40 
54 


69 
88 


Week-days in Lent, Wednesdays and Fridays in 
Advent, and all Saturdays (except Christmas 
Eve) and other Fast Days upon which no other 
special Psalms are appointed; and on Palm 
Sunday, when the Psalms of that day are not 
in character with the Lessons . • . 
Note that the 51st and 130th Psalms are to 
be omitted when the Miserere and De profundi* 
are sung in other parts of the service ; and on 
Saturdays, (except in Lent and Advent,) and 
other eves of Festivals, these penitential Psalms 
are only for the afternoon, and not for the even- 
ing service. 


Any two 
or three < 
of these. 


r 6 

32 

38 

51 

102 

130 

143 


6] 

32 

38 

51 

102 

130 

143 


Any two 

>ot three 

of these. 


Feast Days, upon which any of the services in 
Tables No. 1 and 2, are performed, and no 
other Psalms specially appointed, except all 
fast days, and Palm Sunday .... 


99 

122 


133 
134 
138 



Note — On other days the Psalms for the day of the month, as in Prayer Book, are to 
be used, except that any Psalm is to be omitted, if the same shall occur in any other part 
of the service for that day. 
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TABLES OF SERVICES TO FOLLOW THE LESSONS. 

TABLE I. 





MORNING. 


EVENING. 


Easter Day. 


Lesson 1. Cantate Domino. 
Lesson 2. Deus misereatur. 


Lesson 1. Cantate Domino. 
Lesson 2. Nunc dimittis. 


Easter Monday and Tues- 
day. 


1. Benedictus. 

2. Jubilate Deo. 


1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 


Ascension Day, and Eve 
before, and Saturday eve- 
ning after. 


1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Deus misereatur. 


1. Cantate Domino* 

2. Deus misereatur. 


Whit-Sunday. 


1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Jubilate Deo. 


1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Deus misereatur. 


Whit-Monday, and Tues- 
day. 


1. Jubilate Deo. 

2. Cantate Domino. 


1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Deus misereatur. 


Trinity Sunday, and Eve 
before. 


1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Deus misereatur. 


1. Cantate Domino. / 

2. Deus misereatur. | 


Christmas Day. 


1. Magnificat. 

2* Cantate Domino. 


1. Cantate Domino. 1 

2. Deus misereatur. 


Christmas Eve. 




1. Magnificat. 

2. Cantate Domino. 


The two days next follow- 
ing Christmas Day. 


1. Benedictus. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 


1. Nunc dimittis. 

2. Cantate Domino. 


Easter Eve. 




1. Deus misereatur. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 


Whit-Sunday Eve. 




1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Deus misereatur. 


The remainder of Easter 
Week, after Tuesday, ex- 
cept St. Stephen and 
Innocents. 




1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Deus misereatur. 


Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin. 


1. Magnificat. 

2. Cantate Domino. 


1. Magnificat. 

2. Cantate Domino. 


Purification of the Blessed 
Virgin. 


1. Magnificat. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 


1. Magnificat. 

2. Nunc Dimittis. 
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TABLE I. — continued. 



MORNING. 



Annunciation of the Bless- 
ed Virgin, except the 
week days in Lent, and 
on Palm Sunday. 



Epiphany, and the evening 
before. 



St. Stephen. 



Conversion of St. Paul. 






Wednesdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdaysin Advent, (ex- 
cept Christmas Eve,) the 
Eve before Palm Sunday, 
Passion Week, and the 
other Wednesdays, Fri- 
days, and Saturdays in 
Lent, (except the last Sa- 
turday evening service,) 
the 30th of January, and 
other principal fast days. 



EVENING. 



Lesson 1. Magnificat. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 



1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 



Lesson 1. Benedictus. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 



The other week days of 
Lent, and Palm Sunday, 
and all fast days of the 
2nd class. 



The other Sundays in Lent, 
except the Annunciation ; 
and the Sundays in Ad- 
vent, except St. Andrew 
and Christmas Eve. 



St. John the Baptist. 



Innocents. 



Principal Feast Days, upon 
which no other service 
is in this table appointed, 
except the Political Fes- 
tivals falling on Sun- 
days, and special General 
Thanksgiving Days. 



1. Jubilate Deo. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 



1. Miserere. 

2. De profundis. 



Lesson 1. Magnificat. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 



1. Benedictus. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 



1. Te Deum. 

2. Benedictus. 



1. Benedictus. 

2. Cantate Domino. 



1. Benedictus. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 



1. Jubilate Deo. 

2. Cantate Domino. 



1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 



1. Nunc dimittis. 

2. Cantate Domino. 



1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 



1. Miserere. 

2. De profundis. 



1. Magnificat. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 



1. Magnificat. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 



1. Benedictus. 

2. Cantate Domino. 



1. Jubilate Deo. 

2. Cantate Domino. 



1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Deus misereatur. 
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TABLE II. 





MORNING. 


EVENING. 


St. Andrew. 


\ 




Circumcision. 






Bt. Mark. 






Bt. Philip and St. James. 
St. Barnabas. 






St. Peter. 






St. James. 


9 




8t. Bartholomew. 






St. Matthew. 






St. Michael. 


Lesson 1. Cantate Domino. 


Lesson 1. Cantate DomiDO. 


St. Luke. 

St. Simon and St. Jade. 


> 2. Dens misereatur. 


2. Dens misereatur. 


St Thomas. 






St. John Evangelist. 
St. Matthias. 






All Saints. 






The 3 Political Festivals. 






Any special general Thanks- 
giving Day to he ap- 
pointed. 
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TABLE III. 





MORNING. 


EVENING. 


Sundays after Epiphany. 


Lesson 1. Te Deum. 

2. Jubilate Deo. 


Lesson 1. Cantate Domino. 
2. Nunc dimittis. 


Septuagesima Sunday. 

Sexagesima. 

Quinquagesima. 


1. Te Deum. 

2. Jubilate Deo. 


1. Cantate Domino. 
3. Dens misereatur. 


Low Sunday. 


1 Benedictus. 
2. Nunc dimittis. 


1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 


Second and third Sundays 
after Easter. 


1. Te Deum. 

2. Jubilate Deo. 


1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 


All other Sundays. 


1. Te Deum. 

2. Jubilate Deo. 


1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Deus misereatur. 
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TABLE IV. 





MORNING. 

■ 


EVENING. 


All Wednesdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays, ( both 
Vespers on Saturdays,) 
not mentioned in pre- 
ceding tables. 


Lesson 1. Te Deum. 
2. Benedictus. 


Lesson 1. Magnificat. 

2. Nunc dimittis. 


All Mondays, Tuesdays, 
and Thursdays, not men- 
tioned in ditto. 


1. Te Deum. 

2. Jubilate Deo. 


1. Cantate Domino. 

2. Deus misereatur. 



Note — When any of the services in these tables clash, it is intended that No. 4 shall 
give way to No. 5 ; that they both give way to No. 2, and all three to No 1. Ministers 
and Precentors should be careful to attend to this simple rule, to avoid disorder.* 



A TABLE OF FEASTS. 



All Sundays in the year. 

The Circumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Epiphany. 

The Holy Innocents. (Jan. 11th.) 

The Conversion of St. Paul. 

The Purification of the Blessed Virgin. 

The Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin. 

St. Mark the Evangelist. 

St. Thomas. (28th April.) 

St. Stephen. (29th April.) 

St. John the Evangelist. (30th April.) 

St. Philip and St. James, the Apostles. 

St. Matthias. (9th May.) 

The Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

St. Barnabas. 

The Nativity of St John the Baptist. 

St. Peter the Apostle. 

St. James the Apostle. 

St. Bartholemew the Apostle. 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, (8th SepO 

St. Matthew the Apostle. 

St. Michael and all Angels. 

* In these Tables I hare endeavoured, with a very few, but excellent materials, to do 
all they admitted of, to supersede the regret expressed by Archbishop Whately, and several 
other great authorities in the Church, that our Festivals are not more distinguished in the 
Liturgy ; I have, as the reader will observe, intended, in arranging the Services, to make 
them in keeping with the day. Except of arrangement, and leaving out the obsolete Bene- 
dic'Ue, and putting in the Miserere and De Profundi* instead, there is here no change. 
However, the reader cannot fairly judge of all my reasons, perhaps, till he gets to the 
Communion Service. 
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St. Luke the Evangelist 

St. Simon and St. Jude the Apostles. 

All Saints. 

St Andrew the Apostle. 

The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The two days next following Christmas Day. 

Easter Monday. 

Easter Tuesday. 

Whit-Monday. 

Whit-Tuesday. 

The Three Political Festivals. 

Any General Thanksgiving Day specially appointed. 

Note — These are divided into principal Feast Days, and Festivals of the 
2nd Class. The principal Feast Days have double Vespers on the Vigil, 
or Eve, before ; first at half-past three, and secondly, at half-past seven 
o'clock, except in the cases specified in the Table of Vigils, &c. The 
2nd Class of Festivals have ouly Vigil Vespers at half-past three (in choirs 
only.) Neither have more than the half-pa3t three o'clock Vespers on the 
day of the Festival. The principal Feast Days are — Easter Day, Easter 
Monday and Tuesday ; Ascension Day, Whit-Sunday, Whit- Monday and 
Tuesday ; Trinity Sunday, and Christmas Day, and the two days following 
Christmas Day ; also any of the above, and likewise the King's and Queen's 
Birth-days, falling on a Sunday (only,) except the Annunciation falling on 
Palm Sunday, and not including ordinary Sundays. Any of the Feasts of 
the 2nd Class falling upon week-days of Lent, Wednesdays, Fridays, or Satur- 
days, in Advent, Ember Days, or other Fast Days, are not observed as Feasts 
that year, though the Collect of the Feast Days may be added, and also the 
Epistle and Gospel used, if there be none specially belonging to the Fast Day. 
The Annunciation falling on Palm Sunday, the Collect only af the former to 
be added. The three Political Festivals, and any special General Thanks- 
giving Festival, have no Vespers, either on the day, or before, except when 
either of them falls upon a Sunday, in which case an Evening as well as 
Morning form of Prayer, appropriate to the festival, shall be used. Some 
feasts have no Vigil, as the following table shows; and two or more feasts 
coming together, as at Easter, Whit-Sunday, &c, the Vigil and Ante- Ves- 
pers for one shall serve for all. — Ordinary Sundays, though not principal 
Feast Days, have double Vespers notwithstanding, except when one falls on 
the 26th of December.* 

* The reader will observe that I have changed the dates of the Commemorations of the 
Holy Innocents, of St. Thomas, St. Stephen, St. John the Evangelist, and St. Matthias. 
My reasons are these, (though I am well aware of what are sometimes advanced as reasons 
for their being placed as we find them ;) the portions of scripture referring to, and used on, 
these Feasts, carry internal evidence that they are inconsistently placed ; and some of them, 
upon the old plan, interfere with Fast Days, which, if possible, should be avoided. There- 
fore I put the Holy Innocents a few days after the Epiphany, when we may suppose that 
Herod, finding that he was " mocked" by the " wise men," issued his savage order * St. 
Thomas, and St. Stephen, so that they may always come after Easter Tuesday ; St. John the 
Evangelist, so that it may correspond with the part of the 21st chapter of his gospel, se- 
lected as the gospel of the day ; and St. Matthias at what we may suppose, referring- -to the 
suicide of Judas, a probable time of his election, (taking Easter as falling on the latest day 
possible, the 25th of April, to prevent occasional confusion.) There is, however, another 
day, the Annunciation, which I have not touched, being so much mixed up with our legal and 
other transactions, which I would place in October, being between the Nativity of the Virgin 
and Advent. The present day has nothing but a too scrupulous exactness as to time to sup- 
port it — I say too scrupulous, because we might, upon such a principle, keep the first day of 
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A TABLE OF THE VIGILS, FASTS, AND DAYS OF ABSTINENCE, 

TO BE OBSERVED IN THE YEAR. 

VIGILS. 

( The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
The Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Easter-Day. 
Ascension -Day. 
Whit-Sunday. 
St. John Baptist. 



The Evens, 



or ( St Peter. 
Vigils before | St. James. 

St. Bartholomew. 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

St. Matthew. 

St. Simon and St. Jude. 

St. Andrew. 

All Saints. 

Note — That if any of these Feast Days fall upon a Monday, then the 

Vigil or Feast Day shall be kept upon the Saturday, and not upon the 

Sunday next before it ; and note also, that on Christmas Eve, the Vigil 

is to be only observed as far as Vespers, and Litany, with Sermon being 

performed, and the Fast is to be kept on the first preceding open day. 

These also are Days of Fasting and Abstinence. 

The Week-Days of Lent. 

The Ember .Days, being the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday before the 
Sunday next after the 14th of September. 

The Three Rogation Days, being the Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
before Holy Thursday, or the Ascension of our Lord. 

All the Saturdays in the year, except Christmas Day, (which falling upon 
a Saturday, there shall be no Ante- Sunday Vespers; but the half-past seven 
o'clock Vespers on the Friday evening shall serve for both days.) 

The 30th day of January, the day of the Martyrdom of King Charles I. 

Any specially appointed Fast Days. 

Note — These Fast Days are divided into three classes, viz. : 

First Class, (Fasting.) 

Ash-Wednesday (double Vespers, half-past three, and half-past seven.) 

Passion Week, commencing the eve before Palm Sunday, and ending 
after first Vespers on Easter Eve, (double Vespers throughout, except Palm 
Sunday, which is not included as a fast day.) 

The 30th of January, (double Vespers in Cathedrals and Collegiate 
Churches only.) 

Any special General Fast, (double Vespers.) 

Note — On these solemn days of humiliation and fasting, the chanting 
and singing shall be performed in a minor key without the organ. 

the Feast of Pentecost on Saturday, and make Lent begin six days later, and include the 
Sundays, together with several other things which will occur to the reader* At all events, 
I hare proposed that it shall not not interfere with Lent Fasts. 
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Second Class. (Abstinence.) 

The other Week-Days of Lent. 

Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays in Advent 

Ember Days. 

Third Class. (Abstinence.) 
All the other Vigils, SfC, not in the preceding Classes. 



LESSONS. 

There are few who do not acknowledge the propriety of a revision of the 
Lessons ; yet there seems to be a great want of suggestion concerning them. 
It would take me, though I have thought a great deal on the subject these 
twenty years, a month to go fully into the subject, which time cannot now 
be given to it, the question about the temporalities of the 'Church being 
pressing. I am sorry that last year Mr. Uvedale Price, of part of whose 
suggestions it will be seen I have availed myself, spoke so diffidently, in his 
clever pamphlet, of his abilities for the task, for I know very few so equal to 
it, or with such a fund of ecclesiastical knowledge. The outline of my plan 
is this : — To have proper Lessons (1st and 2nd both) for all Sundays, Feasts, 
and Fasts, (including the 27th Sunday after Trinity ;) to exclude some, both 
in the Old and New Testament, which, from certain expressions, are inex- 
pedient to be read, (as the 35th chapter of Genesis, and the 7th chapter of 
the 1st Corinthians;) and on some ordinary days also, from their proximity 
to Christmas, Easter, v. c, to have proper lessons, as sometimes they are, 
upon the present plan, very much out of keeping with the season. For the 
rest of the year I would make a careful selection from the Old and New Tes- 
tament, and also include some from the Apocryphal Books, (but not all now 
admitted,) which contain a great deal of useful matter, both as to morals 
and history, though unfortunately some of them contain passages highly ob- 
jectionable. I think all Episcopalians (at least) would regret the disuse of 
the book of Ecclesiasticus for instance. 



CHANTS FOR PARTICULAR DAYS. 

On the Eves before principal Feast Days . Humphries's Grand Chant. 

On the Morning of ditto .... Jones's Grand Thanksgiv- 
ing Chant. 

On the Afternoon of ditto . . . Ebdon's Grand Thanksgiv- 

ing Chant 

For principal Fast Days, and for Funerals . Beethoven's Chant. 

Note. — The Miserere and De profundis may be chanted, or sung as a 
Service. 

For Fast Days of the 2nd Class . . Chant by Purcell ; or Chant 

by Attwood. 

For Athanasian Creed on Trinity Sunday in 

the Communion Service . . . Humphries's Grand Chant. 
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THE ORDER FOR MORNING PRAYER WITH COMMUNION. 

(Half -past 11 o'Clock.) 



% First the minister shall chant, (if 
in a cathedralor collegiate church,) 
or read, one, or more, of these sen- 
tences, #c. fyc. (as in the Book of 
Common Prayer.) 
Note. — Those sentences marked 

thus, * are for fast days only ; the 

other are for any occasion. 
When the wicked man, &c. 
I acknowledge my trangression, 

-&c. 

Hide thy face, &c. 
The sacrifices, &c* 
Rend your heart, &c.* 
To the Lord, &c. 

Lord correct, &c.* 
Repent ye, &c. 

1 will arise, &c. 
Enter not, &c. 
If we say, &c. 

Dearly beloved brethren, &c. &c. 
(as in Prayer Book, down to) the 
throne of the heavenly grace, (and 
add) " meekly kneeling upon your 
knees, and saying after me." (vide 
Communion Service in Prayer Book.) 
1F A general confession, fyc. 

Almighty and most merciful Fa- 
ther, &c. (as in Prayer Book.) 
If Or this. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, &c. (as in ditto, Com- 
munion Service.) 
1f Then shall the Priest (or the 

Bishop, being present,) stand up, 

and turning himself to the people, 

pronounce this absolution. 

Almighty God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, &c. (as in Prayer 
Book.) 

% Or this. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, &c. (as in ditto, Communion 
Service.) 
% The people shall answer here, #c. 

(as in Prayer Book.) 



5f Then, all kneeling down, the people 
shall, with an audible voice, join 
the Minister, in the Lord's Prayer, 
or Prayer for the Adopted,^ both 
here, and wheresoever else it occurs 
in divine service. 
Our Father, &c. 

^f Note that, on principal feast 
days, in cathedral and collegiate 
churches, from this point the re- 
sponses shall be accompanied with 
the organ, as shall also the Even- 
ing Pray er, and Litany at the ante- 
vespers, preceding such principal 
feast day. 
Priest. O Lord, &c. 
Answer. And our mouth, &c. 
Priest. O God,&c. 
Answer. O Lord, &c. 

1F Here all standing up, the Priest 
shall say, 
Glory be, &c. 
Answer. As it was, &c. 
Priest. Praise ye, &c. 
Answer. The Lord's name, &c. 

(As in Prayer Book.) 

f Then shall be chanted this psalm 
following, except on Penitential 
Psalm Days, or when any other 
hymn is specially appointed. 
Venite Exult emus, fyc. 
Psalm 95. 
O come, &c. (as in Prayer Book.) 

1F Then shall be chanted the psalms 
of the day, or any specially ap- 
pointed, as the case may be, each 
psalm concluding with the Gloria 
Patri in English. 

IT Then shall follow the First Les- 
son, after which the hymn proper 
to the day. 

IT Note, that before every Lesson, 
fyc. (as in Prayer Book Rubric.) 

f Then shall be read the Second 
Lesson, to be followed by the pro- 
per hymn. 



t Vide my observations upon the Articles, for an explanation of this phrase. 

D 
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If The following are the hymns to be 
sung after the Lessons, as directed 
in the Tables of Services. 

Te Deum 2fc. 
We praise thee, &c. 

Benedict us. 
Blessed be the Lord,&c. 

Jubilate Deo. 
O be joyful, &c. 

Magnificat. 
My soul doth, &c. 

Nunc dimittis. 
Lord, now lettest thou &c. 

Cantate Domino. 
O sing unto the Lord, &c. 
Deus Misereatur. 
God be merciful &c. 

(As in Prayer Book.) 
And, 
Miserere mei, Deus. Psalm 51. 
Have mercy upon me, &c. 

And, 
De profundis. Psalm 130. 
Out of the deep, &c. • 

(As in Prayer Book Psalms.) 
1T Where the choir is not equal to 
the performance of these hymns as 
services, they shall be chanted; 
and where services are in use, it 
shall be optional with the Minister, 
. or Prcecentor, to have the two last 
sung as minor key services, or 
chanted. 
^f Then the Minister shall say to the 
people, who shall kneel with him, 
The Lord be with you. 
People. And with thy spirit. 
Minister. Let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Answer. Christ, have mercy 2fc. 
Minister and People. Lord have, fyc. 
f Then shall follow the Lord's 
Prayer. 

Our Father, &c. 
1T Then the Priest, all still kneeling, 
shall say, 

O Lord, show thy mercy, &c. 
Answer. And grant us thy salvation. 
(And the other suffrages as in Prayer 

Book.) 



% Then shall follow these two Col- 
lects ; the first for peace, the 
second for grace to live well, 
O God, who art the author, &c. 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, &c. 
(As in Prayer Book.) 

% Then shall the Minister, or Mi- 
nisters, proceed to the Lord's ta- 
ble ; and the altar service, either 
with, or without Communion, shall 
commence the choir by singing the 
" Gloria in excelsis" in English, if 
it be a principal feast day ; or, if 
it be not a festival of the first 
class, the " Sanctus " in English. 

Note. — Where choral services can- 
not be performed, an authorized 
metrical psalm or hymn shall be 
here substituted. 

Sanctus. 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of 

hosts, heaven and earth are full of 

the majesty of thy glory : glory be to 

thee, O Lord most high. Amen. 
Gloria in excelsis. 
Glory be to God on high, &c. (as in 

Prayer Book, Communion Service.) 

1T So many as 3fc. 

f And if ^c. 

1F The same order fyc. 

IT The table, #c* 
Our Father, &c. 

The Collect. 
Almighty God, &c. (as in Prayer 

Book, Communion Service.) 

IT Then shall be chanted the 19 th 
Psalm, all standing up. 

^f Forasmuch as the people of God, 
under the old covenant (the moral 
precepts of which are still binding 
upon Christians) had given them, 
with awful solemnity an abridg- 
ment of the Law, commonly known 
by the name of the Ten Command- 
ments, one of which, the fourth, 
was always considered, by the more 
pious of the Jewish Church, to in- 
clude in spirit, though not in the 
letter, all the solemn days enjoined, 
as in like sort the holy apostle 



* Some slight alterations are required in these Rubrics ; in the term " naughty life," in 
that part referring to a canon ; and, instead of" standing at the north side" I would say, 
" kneeling.*' 
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St. Paul doth, in the second chap- 
ter of the epistle to the Cdlossians, 
mention new moons, and other holy 
days of the Jewish dispensation, in 
conjunction with the sabbath days 
under it, as being all of one abro- 
gated kind ;* and forasmuch as the 
holy apostles, who were Jews as well 
as Christians, did, after the ex- 
ample of their Lord, who, rather 
than give offence when it could be 
avoided without compromise of any 
thing essential, even condescended 
to pay tribute, for a time continue 
to observe their former sabbath, 
and commemoration of the deliver- 
ance of their forefathers from 
Egyptian bondage, the type of our 
redemption, and of the completion 
of the creation of the world, though 
they expressly disclaimed, as we 
are informed by St. Luke, in the 
fifteenth chapter of the Acts of 
the Apostles, in obedience to the 
express inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, meaning that Gentile Chris- 
tians should be bound by that ex- 
ample; (for without such special 
disclaimer, the example, as well as 
the precepts of an inspired apostle 
must be obeyed by the faithful ;) 
and forasmuch as our blessed Sa- 
viour, as we are informed by his 
holy Evangelist, St. Matthew, in 
the eighteenth chapter of his gos- 
pel, did (probably because he fore- 
saw that, the ceremonial part of 
the old covenant being "- fulfilled" 
by his resurrection, the beginning 
of the new creation, as the fathers 
considered it, it would be inexpe- 
dient for purposes of edification, 
that his church should be left 
without any outward ceremonies, 
and probably foreseeing the oppor- 
tunity which would soon arise for 
his apostles naturally selecting the 
event which brought them back 
from their temporary misgivings, 
as an occasion of public worship, 
joyful commemoration, and chari- 
table and friendly inter couse, by 
his church ;) — forasmuch as our 
blessed Saviour did graciously 

* See also Isaiah 



promise that what his apostles 
commanded, or bound, on earth, 
(with an honest desire for edifi- 
cation being of course understood,) 
should be ratified in heaven ; and 
forasmuch as, from the writings in 
the New Testament, we find that 
the church did assemble on the 
first day of the week (even while 
many still observed the old weekly 
holy -day,) for worship, reading 
and expounding, communion, and 
charity to the poor, and that this 
custom was soon so general (though, 
from peculiar circumstances af- 
fording no excuse for neglect, not 
quite universal) that the Sunday 
was commonly called the Lord's 
Day, as we are informed by St. 
John; and forasmuch as we find 
by a very early father, that the 
festival continued to his time so 
highly esteemed by the faithful, 
that all, however distant from the 
place of meeting, came into one 
place for the objects above speci- 
fied ; and forasmuch as by a later 
father we find, that, though the 
older part of the Christian Church 
might sometimes engage, after 
worship, in innocent secular pur- 
suits, provided they were suited to 
their age, and though the younger 
might engage occasionally in lighter 
amusements, but such as were not 
inconsistent with their " adoption," 
yet such was their fervour and 
constant attendance upon those 
rites, which they believed to be 
binding on earth, and bound in 
heaven, that the responses of the 
people in worship were compared 
to a clap of thunder ; and foras- 
much as, in short, for the first fif- 
teen hundred years, and. more, this 
was the doctrine of the Church, 
(with only the short and local spe- 
cial instance above referred to,) 
though since that period some in- 
dividuals have tried to Judaize the 
Christian festival, by laying more 
stress upon the abrogated com- 
mandment concerning the preced- 
ing day, than on the divinely es- 

Uvi. 33. 
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tabli&hcd authority of the apostolic 
ordinance, appearing even to be 
countenanced by the presence of the 
Redeemer himself a commandment 
no where alluded to in the New Tes- 
tament ; and forasmuch as, to this 
day, no episcopal church has avow- 
ed any deviation from it in her 
formularies ; and forasmuch as it 
is the doctrine of our own branch 
of the catholic Church, as proved 
by our formularies, it is thought 
fit that the people of our Church 
should hear rehearsed the Chris- 
tian abridgment of our duties to 
God and man ; — The Minister 
therefore shall turn to the people 
and say ;* 

Beloved, hear the words of Christ's 
holy apostle St. Paul. 

Owe no man any thing, but to love 
one another; for he that loveth 
another, hath fulfilled the law. For 
this, thou sbalt not commit adultery ; 
thou shalt not kill; thou shalt not 
steal ; thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness ; thou shalt not covet : and if 
there be any other commandment, it 
is briefly comprehended in this say- 
ing, namely, thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. Love worketh 
no ill to his neighbour, therefore 
love is the fulfilling of the law. 
% Then shall be sung this response, 
which shall be again also sung as 
under, and the concluding response 
shall be sung likewise, the people 
kneeling. 

Response. Lord, have mercy, &c. 
(as in Prayer Book after the first 
nine Commandments,) 

Priest. Hear also what St. Peter 
saith. 

Honour all men ; love the brother- 
hood ; fear God ; honour the king. 
Response. Lord, have mercy, &c. 
Priest. Now hear what our Lord 
and Saviour saith by his holy evan- 
gelist, St. Matthew. 



Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This 
is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it ; Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets. 

Reponse. Lord, have mercy upon 
us, write, &c. (as after 10th Com- 
mandment in Prayer Book.) 
IF Then the Priest shall also kneel, 
andread this Collect for the King, 
saying, 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, &c. (as in Prayer 
Book.) 

f Or, 
Almighty and everlasting God, &c. 
(as in ditto.) 

IT Then shall, #c. (as in Prayer 
Book, down to the end about the 
gospel.) 
f After the Gospel is announced, 
this response shall be sung. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
f Then shall follow the Nicene 
Creed, to be sung, if there be a 
sermon, in choirs ; if there be not, 
it shall be said by priest and peo- 
ple. And in churches not using 
choral music, the latter may be 
the constant practice, followed by 
a metrical psalm, excepting only 
Trinity Sunday, upon which the 
following Creed is to be chanted in 
all churches. 
A Confession of our Faith, taken from 
the Creed commonly called the 
Creed of Saint Athanasius, to be 
chanted on Trinity Sunday instead 
of the Nicene Creed. 
The Catholic faith is this, &c. (as 
in Prayer Book down to the 28* A 
verse, which shall be thus.) 

28th ver. He therefore that would 
think aright, must thus think of the 
Trinity. 

29th ver. Furthermore, it is essen- 



* The Ten Commandments were not in the original Liturgy of Edward the Sixth ; and it 
is well known that even Calvin was not a Sabbatarian, though John Knox was. And I 
believe that, at the present day, no established church in Christendom, whether Calvinistic or 
not, is Sabbatarian avouedly, except the Scotch Presbyterian Church. 
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tial to the Catholic faith, that he | 
also believe &c. (as in Prayer Book 
down to the last verse.) 

Last verse. Thus the Catholic faith 
is this, that we worship one God in 
Trinity aud Trinity in Unity. 
Glory be to the Father, &c. 
As it was &c. 
1F Then the Minister shall declare, 

§"c. (as in Prayer Book.) 
IF Then if there be a Sermon, or 

Homily, it shall follow here. 
1F In choirs here shall follow the an- 
them, whether there be a Sermon be- 
fore or not ; and, where choral mu- 
sic is not used, a metrical psalm, 
or hymn, shall be sung instead. 
IF Then the Priest, at the Lord's 
table, shall begin the Offertory, 
§"c. (as in Prayer Book.) 
IF Whilst these sentences are in read- 
ing* if there be Communion, the 
deacons, churchwardens, fyc. fyc, 
shall receive, 2fc, from both com- 
municants and non-communicants, 
who are charitably disposed, if 
they be not themselves indigent; 
and reverently, 2fc. (as in Prayer 
Book.) 
1F And when fyc. (as in Prayer 
Book.) 

Let us pray for the whole state 
&c. 

Almighty and everliving God, who 
by thy holy apostle, &c. (as in Prayer 
Book down to " virtue" after which 
read,) And we most humbly beseech 
thee, O Lord, to bless his royal con- 
sort, Queen Adelaide, and all the 
royal family, (and as in Prayer 
Book down to "any other adversity," 
after which insert,) And as we pray 
to thee for future blessings, so do we 
praise and thank thee for those we 
have already received; and herein, 
as for all thy mercies in general, so 
above all, for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; for the means 
of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And we also bless thy holy name for 
all thy servants &c. (as in Prayer 
Book, to the end.) 



f If there be no Communion, shall 
follow, if it be a principal feast day, 
or principal fast day, the proper 
hymn before the concluding Col- 
lects, and then one of those Col- 
lects, and the Benediction. On 
non-communion days, if the Te 
Deum has not been sung after the 
First Lesson, it shall be here sung, 
(except on fast days,) though 
they be not principal feast days ; 
but if the Te Deum has already 
been sung, one of the five conclud- 
ing Collects, and the Benediction, 
shall follow from this point. If 
there be a Communion the priest 
shall say, 

Hear what comfortable words &c. 
(as in Prayer Book.) 
1F After which he shall proceed say- 
ing, 

Lift up &c. 
Answer. We lift &c. 
Priest. Let us &c. 
Answer. It is meet &c. 

(As in Prayer Book.) 
^f Then shall the Priest fyc. (as in 
Prayer Book.) 

It is very meet, &c. (as in Prayer 
Book.) 

1F Here shall follow the proper pre- 
face, if there be any. 
IF Then shall be sung, if there be 
choral music used ; otherwise shall 
be said by minister and people, 
Therefore with angels &c. (as in 
Prayer Book.) 

1F Then shall follow the prayer of 
Consecration. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, &c. (as in Prayer Book.) 
1F Then the Priest, or Deacon, who 
reads the Epistle, shall say to the 
communicants, 

Ye that do truly &c, (as in Prayer 
Book, down to " comfort.") 
% After which the communicants 
shall advance to the altar, the 
non-communicants retaining their 
places, and not leaving the church 
till the whole service is concluded. 
1F Then shall the Priest, kneeling 
down #c. (as in Prayer Book.) 
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We do not presume &c. (as in 

Prayer Book.) 

f Then shall the minister #c. (as 
in Prayer Book.) 
The Body &c. (as in Prayer 

Book.) 

11 And the minister, Sfc. (as in Prayer 
Book.) 
The Blood &c. (as in Prayer 

Book.) 

K Then the communicants having 
returned to their seats, and all 
kneeling down, the priest and people 
shall say the Lord's Prayer. 

1T After which the priest shall say 
this prayer, 
Lord and heavenly Father, &c. 

(as in Prayer Book.) 

f Or this. 
Almighty and ever living God, &c. 

(as in Prayer Book.) 

IT Then if it be a principal feast 
day, or any day (not a fast day) 
upon which the Te Deum has not 
been sung in the early part of the 
service, it shall be here sung. On 
other days, the Benedictus shall 
be sung, unless that should happen 



to have been already used, in which 

case an appropriate metrical 

psalm, or hymn, shall be sung, 

which latter may be constantly 

used in non-choral churches. 
^f Then one of these five Collects 

shall be read, 

Assist us mercifully, &c. 

O Almighty Lord, &c. 

Grant, we beseech thee, &c. 

[Direct] us, O Lord, &c. 

Almighty God, &c. 

Almighty God, who hast &c. 
( Asin Prayer Book, except" Direct," 

instead of" Prevent/' 
^f Then the Priest, or Bishop, SfC 

(as in Prayer Book.) 

The peace of God, &c. (as in 
ditto.) 

% And there shall, fyc. (as in ditto.) 
IT And (/*&c. (as in ditto.) 
U And in Cathedral, fyc. (a little al- 
tered, in accordance with proposed 
twenty-first Canon.) 
^f The other five Rubrics, (except 

necessary verbal alteration, as in 

Prayer Book.) 

" Whereas, &c. (as in ditto.) 



Forms for Ministers giving Notice of Communion 

the, Sunday before. 



H The Minister shall use either of I 
the three, according to his best dis- 
cretion; but if he is in the habit 
of occasionally introducing all the 
topics contained in them in his 
sermons every year, it shall be 
sufficient to read only part of the 
first, down to " of the kingdom of 
heaven." 

Dearly beloved, &c. 
Dearly beloved brethren, &c. 
Dearly beloved in the Lord, &c. 
(as in the Prayer Book.) 



% Note, that on Litany days hap- 
pening to have Altar Service, it 
shall be chanted, or said in non- 
choral churches, after the second 
Collect, after which the Altar Ser- 
vice shall commence as in this ser- 
vice, the anthem to be performed 
in its place in the Communion 
Service, and not before the Litany, 
and the Apostles' Creed shall be 
omitted. 

Here endeth the Order of Morning 
Prayer, with Communion. 
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The Order for Morning Prayer without Altar Service, 
and with or without the Litany, {at half past eleven.) 



IF As in Morning Prayer with Com- 
munion, down to the end of the 
Hymn after the Second Lesson ; 
after which shall be chanted, or 
said, by the Minister and people, 
the Apostles 9 Creed, all standing. 
I believe in God, &c. {as in Prayer 
Book.) 

IF Then as in the Morning Service 
with Communion to the end of the 
suffrages; and then, after the 
Collect of the Sunday before, and 
the two Collects for Peace and 
Grace, the Anthem shall be sung ; 
after which, if it be a Litany Morn- 
ing, the Litany shall conclude the 
service ; if not, the Minister, all 
kneeling, shall read these prayers. 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, &c. 
(as in Prayer Book, only omitting 
" most gracious.") 

Almighty God, &c. {as in Prayer 
Book, only saying, "our Sovereign's 
Royal Consort Queen Adelaide.") 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
[who alone canst order the unruly 
wills and affections of sinful men,] 
send down upon our Bishops and 
Ministers, and all congregations, &c. 
(and to the end, as in Prayer Book.) 



1F Then shall follow any of the oc- 
casional prayers, if they be pro- 
per. (See Prayer Book for them.) 

11 A Prayer for the High Court of 
Parliament, SfC. {as in Prayer 
Book, only instead of " our most 
religious and gracious King," say, 
" our Sovereign Lord the King," 
and " not to be used in the Litany, 
or Altar Services," to be added to 
the Rubric. 

^ A Collect, fyc. (as in Prayer Book, 
only add about Altar Service.) 
O God, the Creator, &c. (as in 

ditto.) 

IF A General Thanksgiving. 

Almighty, &c. (as in Prayer Book.) 

1F Here shall follow any occasional 
Thanksgiving, if there be any, (for 
which, see Prayer Book ;) or else 
shall follow these two concluding 
prayers, — the Prayer of St. Chry- 
sostom, and the Valedictory Prayer 
of the Apostle St. Paul. 
Almighty God, &c. (as in Prayer 

Book.) 
The grace of our Lord, &c. (as in 

ditto.) 

Here endeth the Order of Morning 
Prayer, without Altar Service. 



The Order for Evening Prayer, with or without Litany, 
and with or without Post-Sermon Altar Service, (halfpast 
three, and half-past seven.) 



IF As in Morning Prayer without 
Communion, (omitting, however, 
the Venite exult emus,) to the end 
of the Collect for the day ; after 
which these two, for Peace, and 
for Aid against all perils, shall 
be used. 
O God, &c. 
Lighten our darkness, &c. {as in 

Prayer Book.) 

^f If there be a Sermon, here shall 
be sung the Sanctus, and after- 



wards shall follow the Sermon, 
and the Anthem after that ; if not, 
the Anthem alone shall be sung 
here; and afterwards shall follow, 
if a Litany Evening, the Litany, 
which shall conclude the Service ; 
if it be Principal Feast Day con- 
cluding Vespers, the Minister shall, 
at the Lord's Table, after the An- 
them, read one of the " Sentences," 
and the Catholic Prayer; after 
which, Te Deum shall be sung in 
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English, to be followed by one of 
the five Collects, and the Blessing ; 
but on other days the service shall 
proceed as in Morning Prayer, 



without Litany or Communion 
from the Anthem. 
Here endeth the Order for Evening 
Prayer* 



THE LITANY, OR GENERAL SUPPLICATION. 



5 This is to be chanted, or said in 
parish churches, on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, at Morning Prayer, 
on Ash Wednesday, and in Passion 
Week, both morning and evening, 
at the Saturday Evening Ante- 
Vespers, unless Christmas Day 
should fall upon a Saturday ; at 
the Ante- Vespers of Principal 
Feast Days, having such ; and at 
other times, when directed by the 
Ordinary, immediately after the 
Anthem, or after the second Col- 
lect ; if there be Altar Service also, 
the Altar Service to follow the 
Litany; provided, however, that 
on Festival Days falling on a Li- 
tany Day, the Litany shall be 
omitted, except any Ante-Vespers 
Litany that may be directed in this 
book. 

O God, &c. (as in Prayer Book, 
down to the end of the verse about 
the Trinity, instead of which say/or 
else explain in the margin, in what 
sense it is that we pray for u the 
dead.") 

" Remember not, Lord, nor take 
vengeance of our sins and offences ; 
neither visit us for the offences of our 
forefathers;* spare us, good Lord, 
&c. (as in Prayer Book.) 
5f After this verse, (for the Lords of 



the Council,) this verse shall be 
inserted to be said only when Par- 
liament is sitting. 
" That it may please thee to send 
thy blessing upon the Great Council 
of the Nation now assembled in Par- 
liament ; and direct and prosper all 
their consultations, to the advance- 
ment of thy glory, the good of thy 
church, and to the safety, honour, and 
welfare of our Sovereign and his do- 
minions." 

We beseech thee, $c. 
fl Instead of the General Thanks- 
giving, this verse is here (after the 
now last) inserted. 
" That it may please thee to give 
us that due sense of all those bless- 
ings, both spiritual and temporal, 
which, in thy mercy, thou hast vouch- 
safed to us, that our hearts may be 
unfeignedly thankful ; and that we 
may show forth thy praise, not only 
with our lips, but in our lives.*' 

We beseech thee, fyc. 
f" Then as in Prayer Book to the 
end of the Lord's Prayer, after 
which the Priest shall say, 
O Lord, deal not with us accord- 
ing to our sins. 

Answer. Neither punish us as our 
iniquities deserve. 



* Even the emendation I have ventured upon, I should hold to be highly objectionable, 
without an explanation in the margin) in every edition of the Prayer Book. I mean only 
temporal consequences to children from the faults of their parents, a bad constitution from 
the father's intemperance) poverty from the father's extravagance, bad reputation from the 
father's crimes, ignorance from the father not having caused his son to learn that befitting 
his situation, &c; but to include spiritual consequences) seems to me such a misgiving of 
the promise in the 18th chapter of Ezekiel, as to be impious. It is true, that temporal evil 
consequences seem sometimes to make all the difference in the faith and morals of the 
child ; but this difficulty is for the God of justice and mercy) not us, to deal with. 
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5f Then, as in Prayer Book to the end 
of the Prayer, " We humbly be- 
seech thee, &c," after which, the 



Prayer of St. Chrysostom, and the 
Valediction shall immediately fol- 
low as a conclusion of the Litany. 



The Order for short Morning and Altar Service, with or without 
Communion, for Sundays and other Holy Days commanded by the 
Ordinary. 



^f To be used in all Cathedrals; and 
in the Churches of such large 
parishes as the Ordinary shall di- 
rect, at eight 9 nine, and ten of the 
clock, 

f The Priest kneeling at the north 
side of the altar, shall, after the 
Lord's Prayer, and the Collect for 
Grace, as in preceding Morning 
Services, and the Collect, "Al- 
mighty God, unto whom &c.," 
stand up and say to the people, 
Dearly beloved brethren, let us 

now make our humble confession to 

Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon 

our knees. 

5f Then shall follow the Confession 
and Absolution, as in Morning 
Prayer ; then the 19th Psalm, said 
every verse by both Priest and peo- 
ple, or by the Priest alone, the 
people only joining in the Gloria 
Patri; then as in full Communion 
Service, only without music, to the 



Sermon, to be followed by the Sa- 
crament of the'Lord's Supper, or 
not, as the case may be, always, 
in either alternative, saying the 
Catholic Prayer, and one of the 
five Collects and Blessing, pre- 
ceded by the Gloria in excelsis, 
being repeated -by both Priest and 
people, unless there can convenient- 
ly be sung an appropriate autho- 
rized metrical psalm or hymn. 
And the Clergy, in their domici- 
liary visits, shall encourage those 
who can only come in their ordi- 
nary, or working apparel, not to 
let that hinder them, provided they 
bring the more important thing, 
contrite hearts, for herein, with 
all our superior light, (as we be- 
lieve we have generally,) may the 
congregations of many chapels in 
this country, belonging to the Ro- 
man branch of the Catholic Church, 
rise up in judgment against us. 



SERVICE FOR ASH -WEDNESDAY. 

The Order for Morning Prayer. 



5T The Service to be as on other prin- 
cipal Fast Days, except when 
herein otherwise appointed. 
Proper Psalms as in Table, 
Proper Lessons. 

^f For the first, the reader shall say, 
Brethren, it is thought good, that 

at this time, (in the presence of you 

all,) should be read &c. {as in Com- 

mination Service.) 
Cursed &c. 

5T And the people shall answer and 
say, Amen, after each verse. 



Minister. 
Now seeing, &c, (as in Prayer 

Book.) 

^ After the First Lesson, shall be 
sung, or chanted, the Miserere in 
English. 
• The Second Lesson. 1 John, ch. 

i. beginning at ver. 5. 

5f Then shall follow the Deprofundis. 

^j" In the Litany, after the Lord's 
Prayer, the Minister shall omit 
the rest of that service, and say, 
O Lord, save thy servants ; 

E 
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Answer. That put &c, (as in Com- 
minution Service.) 

Minister. Let us pray. 

O I/>rd, &c. 

O roost mighty God, &c. 
U jIjmJ /fa* Prayer shall be said by 

both Priest and people. 

Turn thou us, &c, (as in Commi- 
nation.) 
% Then the Minister alone shall say, 

The Lord bless us, &c, (as in 
ditto.) 
If All the foregoing, from the Lord's 

Prayer in the Litany, shall be 

used on all other principal Fast 

Days. 
^[ In the Communion Service, the 

same as in Prayer Book, except that 

for the Gospel, shall be read the 
18th, 19th, and 20th verses of the 

2ndch. of St. Mark.* 



THE ORDER FOR EVENING 
PRAYER. 

(Double Vespers.) 

Proper Psalms as in Table* 
Proper Lessons. 
First Lessons. 
First Vespers. Jeremiah cH» zxiii. 

ver. 16 — 32, (both inclusive.) 

Second Vespers. Ditto, cb. xxvi. 

first sixteen verses. 

Second Lessons. 
First Vespers. 1st John ch. ii. 

first seventeen verses. 

Second Vespers. Ditto ch. iv. 

^f After the Collect for Aid against 
Perils, shall follow the Sanctusor 
Anthem, as the case may be, and 
the Service end by the Litany con- 
cluding as in Morning Litany. 



THE COLLECTS, EPISTLES, AND GOSPELS. 



My plan about these would be to 
retain all (with the exception of the 
Gospel for Ash-Wednesday,) but to 
so alter their arrangement, as for 
Epistles and Gospels to more corres- 
pond with their respective Collects, 
and to change the places of some few, 
to make them more in character with 
the seasons in which they are read. 
J think this not very difficult to ac- 
complish ; if I am mistaken, a few 
of the Epistles and Gospels might 
be changed for others, which, how- 
ever, I should reluctantly do, as the 
antiquity of their use would naturally 
make a little alteration of arrange- 



ment more gratifying. Here I may 
remark how happy 1 am to find that 
I have been able to try to improve 
our public worship in so many details 
of it with so few new materials. If 
I have succeeded, it is a proof of the 
excellency of the matter of our Li- 
turgy, (using the word in the popular 
sense,) of which some, I believe well 
meaning men, would throw aside the 
greater half. It has been well re- 
marked, that without Sermon osten- 
sibly, the frequenters of our Church 
always hear much of the Scriptures 
expounded, if they attend to the 
meaning of our prayers ; all tenacity 



• I am confident that few, when they reflect, will not agree with me, that innovation is 
justifiable here, upon every principle of common sense. In our Prayer Books we find for 
the Gospel a part of the 6th chapter of St. Matthew, which refers most evidently to private 
or " secret" fasting " not to be seen of men." What would be thought of a preacher, who, 
in arguing in defence of public worship, should take for his text the 6th verse of the above 
chapter of St. Matthew ? In like absurd manner might we argue in favour of extemporary 
prayer in public, and in thejirst person plural, from the private (though in the temple, which 
was open at all times,) ejaculations of the Pharisee and the Publican, which, at any rate, 
were in the first person singular. The instances of scepticism I have witnessed, from the 
parties being thrown in the way of hearing, either a careless or an uncandid application of 
scriptural language, are quite frightful to reflect upon. Let us hope, that, for the future, 
sincere ministers of all sects will remember the importance of fair interpretation, which is 
their obvious interest as well as duty. 
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within reason is therefore natural. 
The Easter Day Hymns, instead of 
the Venite exultemus, I would pro- 
pose to use, Morning and Evening, 
not only on Easter Day, hut also on 
the two following days, as also on 
Low Sunday. It only remains, for 
this part of the subject, to suggest 
the following Collect, Epistle, and 
Gospel, as also Lessons, for the 8th 
of September, the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.* 

The Collect. 
O Lord, who didst wonderfully 
make prophecy a testimony of thy 
Son, by selecting the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, of the race of Abraham, of the 
Tribe of Juda, of the noble stem of 



David, to be, according to the flesh, 
the mother of thy Son our Lord, we 
thank thee, as on this the day of her 
Nativity, for such unspeakable mercy; 
and we humbly beseech thee, O Lord, 
to grant to us, thy servants, the gift 
of thy heavenly grace; that we, to 
whom the Blessed Virgin's child- 
birth was the beginning of redemp- 
tion, may obtain final salvation, 
through the merits, and for the sake, 
of thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only " name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be 
saved/' A men. 

For the Epistle. Genesis ch. iii. 
vers. 14 and 15. 

The Gospel. Matthew ch. i. first 
sixteen verses. 



PROPER LESSONS. 



Ante- Vespers. 
First* — Isaiah, ch. viii. v. 10 to 15, 
(both inclusive.) 

Second. — Galatians, ch. iv. 

Morning. 
First. — Genesis, ch. xxiv. v. 50. 



Second. — Luke, ch. i., v. 26 to 56, 
(both inclusive. J 

Evening. 

First. — Proverbs, ch. xxxi. begin- 
ning at v. 10. 

Second. — John, ch. xix, v. 25 to 
27, (both inclusive. J 



* I am quite aware of the great prejudice of most Protestants against any thing in honour 
of the Virgin Mary, arising from what we contend (properly I tkink) to be most unwarrant- 
able innovations by the See of Rome. But the abuse of a thing is no argument against its 
right use ; and really when we read some of the portions of Scripture I have selected for 
Lessons, and see by them that the Virgin's title of " Blessed throughout all generations" is 
conferred in language rather more marked of the two, than a similar appellation applied by our 
Lord to St. Peter, (Matthew xvi. 17,) upon receiving a divine inspiration, whose festival 
we keep ; and, moreover, when we remember that we keep feasts in honour of some, not 
Apostles, as St. Stephen, Innocents, &c, I do not see how we can consistently omit the ob- 
servance of this day, the Annunciation and Purification (according to all hitherto published 
reasons for retaining those two days only) not being sufficient. We acknowledge the Roman 
Catholic Church to be a branch, however corrupted, of the true tree, and admit her minis- 
ters, who recant, without fresh ordination, (though she will not acknowledge us to be a true 
Church ;) therefore to hesitate about what appears to be right, from fear of seeming to imi- 
tate another branch of the Catholic Church, is to my mind very like attempting to " divide 
Christ." (1 Cor. i. 13.) And I may add, that two common questions with Roman Catho- 
lics, in reference to this day, would puzzle some to satisfactorily answer. " Do you mean 
by your non-observance to try to disannul prophecy?" " Or do you mean to acknowledge 
yourselves heretics V* 
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THE MINISTRATION OF PUBLIC BAPTISM OF INFANTS, TO 

BE USED IN THE CHURCH. 

All that I have to observe upon j short, but conclusive (as I believe tt 



this office, is to suggest the sub- 
stance of the 30*A Canon being in- 
serted at the conclusion ; and also a 
vindication of Infant Baptism, in a 



might be) form, the Baptists being 
very zealous in trying to make con- 
verts. 



A CATECHISM, i. e. &c. &c. 



If That question, " You said," &c. 
to end thus: "Repeat the Chris- 
tian summary of them." 
Answer. 

1. Thou shalt love the Lord, &c. 

2. And the second is like &c. 

On these two commandments 
&c. — St. Matthew, ch. xxii., 
v. 37, &c. 
Question. — According to St. Mark, 



did not our Saviour add another re- 
markable expression ? 

Answer. — Yes. He said, tbere is 
none other commandment greater 
than these. 

Question. — What dost thou chiefly 
learn by these commandments ? 

Answer. — I learn &c. &c. (and 
as in Prayer Book to the end.) 



CONFIRMATION. 
^[ There are only the necessary verbal alterations in the opening wanted here. 



MATRIMONY. 



As a question of mere taste, Mr. 
Price maybe right in his first sugges 
tion ; but as a matter of theological 
propriety, I doubt it. I cordially, 
however, agree to his other emenda- 



tion, viz. " that they may live together 
so long in godly love and honesty, that 
they may see their children christianly 
and virtuously brought up." 



THE ORDER FOR THE VISITATION OF THE SICK. 



f Alter " Remember not," &c. fas 

in altered Litany,) 
% Then the Minister shall say, 

Dearly beloved, the apostle, St. 
James, doth instruct us, in the time 
of sickness, after this sort : — " Is any 
sick among you ? let him call for the 
elders of the church ; and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord. And 
the prayer of faith shall save the sick, 



and the Lord shall raise him up ; and 
if he have committed sins, they shall 
be forgiven him." Therefore let us 
now pray, 

Lord have mercy &c, (as in 
Prayer Book down to the Absolution, 
before which the following Prayer to 
be inserted.) 

Almighty and ever living God, who 
hast commanded us, by thy holy 
apostle, to anoint the sick in thy 
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name, signifying, by this outward 
sign, thy willingness to heal the 
broken hearted, who trust in thee, 
with the balm and oil of thy comfort 
and benediction ;* mercifully accept 
this our bounden duty and service ; 
(here the Minister is to slightly 
touch the sick man's head with the 
oil; J and grant to this thine afflicted 
servant such a measure of the gifts 
and graces of thy Holy Spirit, that 
our " prayer of faith " may save him, 
through the merits and intercession 
of thy blessed Son; and that thou 



mayest raise him up from this bed of 
sickness, if such, in thy wisdom aud 
goodness, is thy holy will ; and that, 
in whatever event of this thy visita- 
tion, thou mayest hereafter raise him 
up in thy heavenly kingdom, where 
all obedient believers, that endure to 
the end, will be anointed kings and 
priests unto thee, and thy Son our 
Saviour, for ever.f And this we beg 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.\ 
% Then as in Prayer Book to the 
end of the Service. 



* Isaiah lxi. t "Rev. i. 6 ; xx. 6. 

X I have endeavoured, in the above prayer, to avoid the old controversy of the proper 
number of sacraments altogether. I only take the words as I find them in the Epistle, 
which appear to me very remarkable, and which must mean something, and therefore all 
silence upon them in the service appears ill-judged, to say the least. Judging by the Cate- 
chism, it would seem, that the church does not limit the number of sacraments to two, but 
only says, that there are " two only as generally necessary to salvation," without giving any 
information of the number of special and temporary occasions for introducing others, founded, 
like unction, upon a special and unequivocal apostolic command, issued, as Protestants must 
allow, and, to use the very words of this apostle, in the Acts of the Apostles, because " it 
seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to him ;" and, according to the two subsequent answers, 
it would seem tbat the church acknowledges more than two sacraments, though only two 
generally necessary, seeing that a sacrament is described as " an outward and visible sign of 
an inward and spiritual grace," (like Confirmation, for instance, or ordering priests ;) for 
we must not suppose that St. James, inspired as toe believe him to have been, intended the 
anointing to be a mere idle and indifferent ceremony (nee Deus inter sit, nisi dignus vindice 
nodus.) Therefore it seems, at least, to be a lesser kind of sacrament, and it being com- 
manded, may be, though not generally necessary, of the first importance to those who study 
the Scriptures, seeing that we have no licence to wilfully violate any precept, which appears 
to be still binding, of an inspired apostle. And let it not be said, that 1 am favouring the 
Roman Catholic doctrine, which, after all, is an argument unworthy of an enlightened age ; 
for to refuse to follow any in what we think them right, is as bad as any thing we can 
bring against Popery, as we ought rather to rejoice when we can, in any particular, con- 
scientiously " speak the same thing with them," (Rom, xvi. 17 ; 1 Cor. i. 10 ;) for the doc- 
trine of extreme unction, confining the ceremony to the most desperate cases in both words 
and practice, is almost as contrary to my view of the passage, as omitting to perform it alto- 
gether. There are two more remarks to make, to look at the question honestly in all its 
bearings. First, this epistle was addressed to the " twelve tribes, &c. ;" and we know, by 
the 15th chapter of Acts, that St. James was the proposer of that distinction which so 
soon prevailed between Jewish and Gentile converts. We find, however, by St. Paul's 
epistles, that this could never have been intended as more than temporary expediency ; in 
fact, that he himself threw every discouragement upon the Jewish Christians retaining the 
distinction. The fair way, therefore, to put it is, 1 conceive, to determine the force of the 
injunction in question by the date of the epistle ; if it is of very early date, to hold the com- 
mand of the apostle to be one of those things not binding upon Gentile Christians. Now 
it is notorious, that St. James is universally admitted to have written this epistle for, among 
other reasons, the purpose of removing some misconceptions caused by St. Paul's Epistle 
to the Hebrews, in which those ceremonial prejudices of the Jews, which were for a time 
countenanced by that apostle, are shown to be ill-founded, as well as those passages to which 
St. James appears to have alluded. Hence it appears, that the command to anoint is a 
new one, comparatively ; and, therefore, binding upon believers generally, as a command of 
an inspired apostle, whatever is the case with regard to the question of general necessity as 
a sacrament abstracted from the consideration of our obligation to obey an apostle in all 
things applying to our circumstances. The second remark is, that some may say, that the 
spiritual meaning of St. James is merely to administer the consolation of religion to the 
sick brother ; but do they consider to what this leads them, carried to its legitimate length 1 
Doubtless there is always a spiritual meaning to be sought for ; but I am inclined to think, 
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THE ORDER FOR BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 



1T Where there is a choir, funerals 

are to be choral, except when the 

relations prefer the contrary. 
^f Here 2fc. (This Rubric requires 

revision in accordance with altered 

Canons.) 
If The Priests and Clerks, fyc. (as 

in Prayer Book, only omitting "or 

say," which is above provided 

for,) — I am the resurrection, &c. 
(Croft.) 
^[ After they are come into the 

church, shall be chanted these two 

Psalms. (Beethoven.) 
If Lesson (as in Prayer Book,) 
1T After the Lesson shall one of these 

anthems be sung. 

Lord, let me know mine end. 
(Oreene.) 

Hear my prayer. (Kent.) 

t have set God. (Blake.) 
^f In going to the grave shall be 

played, 
f Dead March in Saul, (Handel.) 

When they are come to the grave, 

and the corpse laid near it, shall 

be sung, 

Man that is born &c. (Purcell.) 
5f After which, while the corpse is 

being lowered, shall be played, if 

the grave, or vault, is in the 

church, 



Pastoral symphony. (Handel.) 
% After which the priest shall say, 

earth being cast upon the body by 

one of the Ministers, or clerks, at 

the appropriate words, 

Forasmuch &c. (as in Prayer 
Book.) 
% Note. — The preceding portion of 

the Service is to be omitted at the 

funerals of executed convicts. 
1F Then shall be sung, 

1 heard a voice &c. (PurcelL) 
H Then as in Prayer Book to the 

prayer after the Lord's Prayer, 

part of which is to be altered thus, 

(theirs* alteration, as in Mr. U. 

Price's pamphlet.) 

" We humbly submit ourselves to 
thy Divine Will, in that it hath 
pleased thee &c. ; . • • beseech- 
ing thee, that when it shall be thy 
good pleasure to accomplish the 
number of thine elect, and complete 
thy kingdom, we, with &c. (as in 
Prayer Book.) 
IT If there be a second anthem, it 

shall he before the Valedictory 

Prayer. 

Anthem. If we believe. (Boyce.) 

Or, 

When the ear heard him. (Han- 
del.) If consistent with the cha- 



that the instances of solely one meaning to a passage, are not so numerous as, at first sight, 
we might suppose. If, for instance, it should be said, that the command to the rich to sell 
all they had and give to the poor, meant that those strong in faith should sacrifice all those 
unworthy carnal affections, which had a tendency to become stumbling-blocks in the way of 
the poor, or those whose belief is less confirmed, there appears no objection to the interpre- 
tation ; but yet no sober divine would deny that it also meant, that the rich in worldly pos- 
sessions should be very charitable under all circumstances, and even ready to renounce the 
whole of their wealth, if, from any special circumstances which might arise, they could not 
retain it without violating some divine precept.' And then, again, are we prepared, as w 
consistency we must be, if we attach only that spiritual meaning not literally expressed, to 
the command of St. James — are we prepared to say with the Scotch Presbyterians, that the 
prostration of the heart, and not of the body also, is what is required in prayer; (and there- 
fore, accordingly, alter all our Rubrics about posture ;) or say, as they might as cogently 
say, that their imitation of the exact posture of the Pope himself, in their zeal to avoid the 
posture of Homan Catholics, is lying on couches (which is the sitting mentioned in the 
Gospel) in their hearts? Again, there is a fervent, effectual, prayer "not to be seen of 
men," which is mental, apparently dumb ; yet, unless we will come to Quakerism, we must 
contend that this mode of prayer was never intended for public worship. I have not wil- 
fully omitted any thing candour required, and I now leave the subject to the reader's judg- 
ment 
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racter of the deceased, and the last 
two verses to be here always omitted. 
1F If there be no second anthem, 

the last Amen shall be musical. 

(Cooke, vocal only.) 
1F At the funerals of such public 

characters as the words are suit- 



able to, shall, after the Valedic- 
tory Prayer, be sung, 

His body &e. 1 rr » 7 

d .* u- o > Handel. 

But his name &c. 3 

IT While the mourners are retiring, 

the Dead March to be repeated.* 



FORMS OF PRAYER TO BE USED AT SEA. 



Some think that the phraseology 
iu this service about burials, more 
philosophically correct than in our 
Land Service. I only mention it, 
but cannot say I am not contented 
with the latter, for, admitting the 
theory, which appears to me to be 
rational, the effect is very remote ; 
and it is not meant, that the phrase 



" earth," or " dust," is appropri- 
ate to every possible change. The 
reader will find in Hooper's Medical 
Dictionary, under the word " Putre- 
faction," the theory to which I 
allude, and which seems to me per- 
fectly reconcileable with the doctrine 
of St. Paul in the Burial Lesson. 



THE THREE POLITICAL FESTIVALS. 

My preceding suggestions are a the alterations I would propose in 
sufficient indication of the extent of these services. 



* It is of such consequence that the anthems on particular days should be consistent with 
the rest of the services, that I will here mention a few, which occur to me, not meaning to 
shut out future talent ; of which, I believe, we should have a vast deal brought to light 
were music more encouraged in our churches ; but, as I have done in the Burial Service, 
taking what I find. For Palm Sunday there is, •« Who is this?" (Arnold,) and some of 
Handel's Messiah ; much of the latter for Passion Week ; for Easter Day and two following 
days, " If we believe," (Boyce,) * c The trumpet shall sound," ( Handel, ) " If God be 
for us," (ditto,) •• I have set God, (Blake ;) for Low Sunday, any of the Easter Day ones, 
and " Ascribe unto the Lord," (Travers ;) which last does for the Epiphany, and for 
several of the fixed and accidental principal feast days; " When the Son of Man," (Kent,) 
should also not be forgotten on Low Sunday; or " In the beginning," (ditto,) for the 
opening of the year ; or " Hear my prayer," (Kent or Stroud,) for Ash Wednesday. For 
Whit-Sunday, &c. there is, " The Lord gave the word," (Handel,) and " The Lord is my 
light," (Boyce,) and " O Lord, thou hast searched me out," (Croft ;) for Ascension Day 
there is " God is gone up," (Croft,) and " When the Son of man," (Kent ;) the same for 
the Sunday after ; for Easter Eve, Luther's Hymn, (arranged by Hawes, I believe,) " I 
know that my Redeemer liveth," (Handel,) " The trumpet shall sound," (ditto;) for 
Advent and Christmas, several parts of the Messiah, and appropriate Anthems by Wyse, 
Purcell, and Green ; and for Trinity Sunday I would propose, as the words of an Anthem, 
the 139th, 130th, 138th, 144th, 151st and 152nd verses of the 119th Psalm, as well as 
" I was in the Spirit," (Blow,) which applies to St. John's Day and several other festivals 
likewise. For fast days, and other times, there are the graver Anthems of Boyce, 
Purcell, Weldon, &c. There is also a most magnificent Anthem, " The Lord is very 
great," (Beckwith ;) and we must not omit, " The King shall rejoice," (Handel,) «« O 
Lord, grant the King," (Croft,) " Give the King," (Boyce,) and the excellent Anthems 
of a man as excellent as his music, Mr. Attwood, for the King's birth day ; or Thanks- 
giving Anthems of Croft, Hayes, and others. And for Consecration of New Churches, there 
is Boyce's " 1 have surely built thee an house." 
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MARTYRDOM OF KING CHARLES THE FIRST. 



What I have just said of the pre- 
ceding Festivals, applies here also. 
As to Mr. Price's suggestion about 
the Hymn "• Righteous" &c., I can- 
not agree with it. The question 
seems to me to turn upon this, 
" Have the verses in this hymn one 
exclusive meaning only, or more than 
one ?" I think the latter. But the 
first Rubric, which is not strictly in- 
correct, I would alter, for I have 
known a surprising number of clergy- 



men, who, not observing the punc- 
tuation, have read this Service on 
the Sunday, which was never intend- 
ed. I therefore suggest the follow- 
ing. 

1F If this day shall happen to be 
Sunday, the fast shall be kept on 
the next day following, on which 
latter day this form of prayer 
shall be used for that year, and 
not on the Sunday. 



FORM OF PRAYER, 

TO BE USED IN CATHEDRALS, OR OTHER CHURCHES, 

UPON OCCASIONS OF SUCH 

FESTIVALS FOR CHARITABLE PURPOSES, 

UPON WHICH 

A FULL ORCHESTRA IS PROVIDED. 



f Before Prayer, Coronation An- 
them, " I was glad," ( At t wood.) 

Responses. (Tallis.) 
The Venite exult emus shall, upon 
this occasion, be omitted. 

f Proper Psalms, 47, 133, 134, and 
150. (Jones's Grand Chant.) 

f Before the first Lesson, Overture 
to Esther. {Handel.) 

^f Or, if the charity has recently 
lost, by death, a royal patron, or 
patroness, Dead March in Saul. 
(Handel.) 

Proper Lessons. 

f The First, Job xxix. 11 to 16. 
(both inclusive.) 

f After the First Lesson, Cantate 
Domino. (Hayes, or Attwood, v. c.) 

f Second Lesson, Rom. xv. 25 to 27. 
(both inclusive,) if the Charity is 
one of those excellent ones for the 
relief of distressed children, v. c, 
of Clergymen. 

f Otherwise, 



The Second Lesson shall be 1 John 
iii. beginning at ver. 11. 

^f Jubilate Deo, (Humphries 9 s Grand 
chant. j ' 

f Then shall follow the Apostles' 
Creed, and the Prayers, as in 
Morning or Evening Prayer, (as 
the case may be,) to the end of the 
third Collect, after which, 

Anthem, 
Ascribe unto the Lord, (Trovers.) 

Or, 
Sing unto God, (Croft.) 

^[ Or any other Anthem suited to a 
grand and solemn Assembly in 
the Church. 

% Then shall follow the Prayers, 
as in ordinary Morning or Even- 
ing Service, after which shall be 
performed an Anthem suitable to 
the charity. 

f Then shall follow the Sermon, 
after which shall be performed, 
Dettingen Te Deum. (Handel.)* 



* Most musical people will, I think, agree with me, that placing the Dettingen Te Deum 
earlier would prevent full justice being done to other composers, whose works, however 
excellent, all want that peculiarity of body more easily felt than described. It is also more 
in accordance with my proposed other services. 
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^f Then shall the Priest, or Bishop, 
(being present,) in his cope, and at 
the Lord's table, read this Collect : 
Grant, we beseech thee, &c. (as 
in the Communion Service.) 
f Then shall follow one of these 
three Anthems, 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 
Hallelujah, for the Lord &c. 
Zadoc the priest, &c. 

{Handel.) 
% Then the Minister, at the altar, 



shall dismiss the people with this 

blessing : 

The peace of God, &c. 

Note — The Coronation Anthem 
(Attwood) may also be performed, 
, with the common choir, at the be- 
ginning of the Service, upon occa- 
sions of the Convocation attending 
Divine Service, or other solemn oc- 
casions, as the Ordinary shall think 
becoming. 



FORM OF ORDAINING OR CONSECRATING OF AN 

ARCHBISHOP, OR BISHOP. 

After the Collect this Rubric is suggested : 



^ Forasmuch as some persons may be 
misled from the first of these 
Epistles being in this Service, it is 
thought fit to explain, that this 
ancient selection was because of 
the qualifications contained in it, 
which the highest in the ministry 
should be reminded to cultivate as 
well as the lowest, and not on ac- 
count of the word " bishop," which 
here means a bishop, or elder, of 
the second class, Timothy being 
what we noio call a bishop, (which 
appears still more clearly from the 
Epistle to Titus,) who would be 
more correctly styled an apostle, 
or angel; that is to say, messenger, 
(for in the original language the 
same word means both,) being the 
appellation used by the apostle 
St. John. In the first period of 



Christianity, all presbyters were 
styled bishops; but soon, after- 
wards, from a feeling of mo- 
desty, the apostles of the different 
churches wished to sink a title 
held by their inspired predecessors ; 
and so they took one of the titles, 
which before all elders had in 
common, and the bishops of the 
second class sunk that title, and 
called themselves, in general, only 
elders. Perhaps, as an inspired? 
apostle calls, in Scripture, unin- 
spired men apostles, this change of 
appellation was not praiseworthy ; 
but it is thought right that the 
fact should be mentioned, as the 
faithful might otherwise attach 
more importance to the arguments 
of Presbyterians than they really 
deserve. 



CONSTITUTIONS AND CANONS ECCLESIASTICAL. 



To make many of my remarks intelligible to the reader, who may 
not happen to be very familiar with these Canons, I shall Jirst 
give them literally, and then add my proposed alterations. 



OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 

I. — The King's Supremacy over the Church of England, in Causes Ec- 
clesiastical, to be maintained. 

As our duty to the King's most excellent Majesty requireth, we first 
decree and ordain, That the Archbishop of Canterbury (from time to 
time) all Bishops of this province, all Deans, Archdeacons, Parsons, 
Vicars, and all other ecclesiastical persons, shall faithfully keep and 
observe, and (as much as in them Heth) shall cause to be observed and 
kept of others, all and singular laws and statutes made for restoring 
to the Crown of this kingdom, the ancient jurisdiction over the state 
ecclesiastical, and abolishing of all foreign power repugnant to the same. 
Furthermore, all ecclesiastical persons having cure of souls, and all other 
Preachers, and Readers of Divinity Lectures, shall to the uttermost of 
their wit, knowledge, and learning, purely and sincerely (without any 
colour or dissimulation) teach, manifest, open, and declare four times 
every year (at the least) in their sermons and other collations and lec- 
tures, that all usurped and foreign power (forasmuch as the same hath 
no establishment nor ground by the law of God) is for most just cases 
taken away and abolished: and that therefore no manner of obedience, 
or subjection within his Majesty's realms and dominions, is due unto any 
such foreign power; but that the King's power within his realms of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, and all other his dominions and coun- 
tries, is the highest power under God, to whom all men, as well inhabi- 
tants, as born within the same, do by God's laws owe most loyalty and 
obedience, afore and above all other powers and potentates in earth. 

II. — Impugners of the Kings Supremacy, censured 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm, That the King's Majesty hath not 
the same authority in causes ecclesiastical, that the godly Kings had 
amongst the Jews, and Christian Emperors in the Primitive Church, or im- 
peach any part of his regal supremacy in the said causes restored to the 
Crown, and by the laws of this realm therein established : Let him be 
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excommunicated ipso facto, and not restored, but only by the Arch- 
bishop, after his repentance and public revocation of those his wicked 
errors. 

III. — The Church of England, a true and Apostolical Church, 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm, That the Church of England by law 
established under the King's Majesty, is not a true and an Apostolical 
Church, teaching and maintaining the doctrine of the Apostles: Let him 
be excommunicated ipso facto, and not restored, but only by the Arch- 
bishop, after his repentance and public revocation of this his wicked 
error. 

IV. — Impugners of the public worship of God established in the Church of 

England, censured. 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm, That the form of God's worship in 
the Church of England, established by law, and contained in the Book 
of Common Prayer and Administration of Sacraments, is a corrupt, su- 
perstitious, or unlawful worship of God, or containeth any thing in it 
that is repugnant to the Scriptures : Let him be excommunicated ipso 
facto, and not restored but by the Bishop of the plaqe, or Arch- 
bishop, after his repentance and public revocation of such his wicked 
errors. 

V. — Impugners of the Articles of Religion established in the Church of 

England, censured. 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm, That any of the XXXIX. Articles 
agreed upon by the Archbishops and Bishops of both Provinces, and the 
whole Clergy in the Convocation holden at London in the year of our 
Lord God, One thousand five hundred and sixty-two, for avoiding diver- 
sities of opinions, and for the establishing of consent touching true reli- 
gion, are in any part superstitious or erroneous, or such as he may not 
with a good conscience subscribe unto : Let him be excommunicated 
ipso facto, and not restored, but only by the Archbishop, after his re- 
pentance and public revocation of such his wicked errors. 

VL — Impugners of the Rites and Ceremonies established in the Church of 

England, censured. 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm, That the rites and ceremonies of 
the Church of England by law established, are wicked, Antichristian, or 
superstitious, or such as being commanded by lawful authority, men who 
are zealously and godly affected, may not with any good conscience ap- 
prove them, use them, or as occasion requireth, subscribe unto them : 
Let him be excommunicated ipso facto, and not restored until he repent, 
and publicly revoke such his wicked errors. 

VII. — Impugners of the Government of the Church of England by Arch- 

bishops, Bishops, fyc^ censured. 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm, That the government of the Church 
of England under his Majesty by Archbishops, Bishops, Deans, Arch- 
deacons, and the rest that bear office in the same, is Antichristian, or 
repugnant to the word of God : Let him be excommunicated ipso facto, 
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and so continue until he repent, and publicly revoke such his wicked 
errors. 

VIII. — Impugners of the form of Consecrating and Ordaining Arch- 
bishops, Bishops, fyc, in the Church of England, censured. 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm or teach, That the form and manner 
of making and consecrating Bishops, Priests and Deacons, containeth 
any thing in it, that is repugnant to the word of God ; or that they who 
are made Bishops, Priests or Deacons in that form, are not lawfully 
made, nor ought to be accounted either by themselves or others, to be 
truly either Bishops, Priests or Deacons, until they have some other 
calling to those divine offices : Let him be excommunicated ipso facto, 
not to be restored until he repent, and publicly revoke such his wicked 

errors. 

» 

IX. — Authors of Schism in the Church of England, censured. 

Whosoever shall hereafter separate themselves from the Communion 
of Saints, as it is approved by the Apostles' rules in the Church of Eng- 
land, and combine themselves together in a new brotherhood, accounting 
the Christians who are conformable to the doctrine, government, rites 
and ceremonies of the Church of England, to be profane and unmeet for 
them to join with in Christian profession : Let them be excommunicated 
ipso facto, and not restored, but by the Archbishop, after their repent- 
ance and public revocation of such their wicked errors. 

X. — Maintainors of Schismatics in the Church of England, censured. 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm, That such Ministers as refuse to sub- 
scribe to the form and manner of God's worship in the Church of Eng- 
land prescribed in the Communion Book, and their adherents, may truly 
take unto them the name of another Church not established by law, and 
dare presume to publish it, That this their pretended Church hath of 
long time groaned under the burden of certain grievances imposed upon 
it, and upon the members thereof before mentioned, by the Church of 
England, and the orders and constitutions therein by law established : 
Let them be excommunicated, and not restored until they repent, and 
publicly revoke such their wicked errors. 

XI. — Maintainers of Conventicles, censured 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm or maintain, That there are within 
this realm other meetings, assemblies or congregations, of the King's born 
subjects, than such as by the laws of this land are held and allowed, 
which may rightly challenge to themselves the name of true and lawful 
churches : Let him be excommunicated, and not restored, but by the 
Archbishop, after his repentance and public revocation of such his wicked 
errors. 

XII. — Maintainers of Constitutions made in Conventicles, censured. 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm, That it is lawful for any sort of 
Ministers and Lay-persons, or of either of them, to join together, and 
make rules, orders, or constitutions in causes ecclesiastical, without the 
King's authority, and shall submit themselves to be ruled and governed 



45 

by them : Let them be excommunicated ipso facto, and not be restored 
until they repent, and publicly revoke those their wicked and Anabap- 
tistical errors. 



OF DIVINE SERVICE, AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE 

SACRAMENTS. 

XIII. — Due celebration of Sundays and Holy days. 

All manner of persons within the Church of England, shall from 
henceforth celebrate and keep the Lord's day, commonly called Sunday, 
and other holy days, according to God's holy will and pleasure, and the 
orders of the Church of England, prescribed in that behalf; that is, in 
hearing the word of God read and taught, in private and public prayers; 
in acknowledging their offences to God and amendment of the same, in 
reconciling themselves charitably to their neighbours where displeasure 
hath been, in oftentimes receiving the Communion of the Body and 
Blood of Christ, in visiting of the poor and sick, using all godly and 
sober conversation. 

XIV. — The prescript form of Divine Service to be used on Sundays and 

Holy days. 

The Common Prayer shall be said or sung distinctly and reverently 
upon such days as are appointed to be kept holy by the Book of Common 
Prayer, and their Eves, and at convenient and usual times of those days, 
and in such place of every Church as the Bishop of the Diocese, or Ec- 
clesiastical Ordinary of the place shall think meet for the largeness or 
straitness of the same, so as the people may be most edified. All Mi- 
nisters likewise shall observe the orders, rites, and ceremonies prescribed 
in the Book of Common Prayer, as well in reading the holy Scriptures, 
and saying of prayers, as in administration of the Sacraments, without 
either diminishing in regard of preaching, or in any other respect, or 
adding any thing in the matter or form thereof. 

XV. — The Litany to be read on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

The Litany shall be said or sung when, and as it is set down in the 
Book of Common Prayer, by the Parsons, Vicars, Ministers or Cu- 
rates, in all Cathedral, Collegiate, Parish Churches and Chapels, in 
some convenient place, according to the discretion of the Bishop of the 
Diocese, or Ecclesiastical Ordinary of the place. And that we may speak 
more particularly, upon Wednesdays and Fridays weekly, though they 
be not holy days, the Minister at the accustomed hours of service, shall 
resort to the Church and Chapel, and warning being given to the people 
by tolling of a bell, shall say the Litany prescribed in the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer : whereunto we wish every householder dwelling within half 
a mile of the Church, to come or send one at the least of his household 
fit to join with the Minister in prayers. 

XVI. — Colleges to use the prescript form of Divine Service. 

In the whole Divine Service, and administration of the holy Commu- 
nion, in all Colleges and Halls in both Universities, the order, form 
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and ceremonies, shall be duly observed as they are set down and pie- 
scribed in the Book of Common Prayer ; without any omission or alte- 
ration. 

XVII. — Students in Colleges to wear Surplices in time of Divine Serviet 

All Masters and Fellows of Colleges or Halls, and all the Scholar 
and Students in either of the Universities, shall in their Churches and 
Chapels upon all Sundays, holy days, and their Eves, at the time of 
Divine Service, wear Surplices according to the order of the Church of 
England : and such as are Graduates, shall agreeably wear with- their 
Surplices such Hoods as do severally appertain unto their 



XVIII. — A Reverence and Attention to be used within the Church in mm 

of Divine Service. 

In the time of Divine Service, and of every part thereof, all due re- 
verence is to be used ; for it is according to the Apostle's rule, Letd 
things be done decently, and according to order: answerable to 
decency and order, we judge these our directions following; No 
shall cover his head in the Church or Chapel in the time of Divine Ser- 
vice, except he have some infirmity ; in which case, let him wear a 
night-cap or coif. All manner of persons then present, shall reverently 
kneel upon their knees when the General Confession, Litany and other 
Prayers are read ; and shall stand up at the saying of the Belief, accord- 
ing to the rules in that behalf prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer: 
And likewise when in time of Divine Service the Lord Jesus shall be 
mentioned, due and lowly reverence shall be done by all persons present 
as it hath been accustomed ; testifying by these outward ceremonies and 
gestures, their inward humility, Christian resolution, and due acknow- 
ledgment that the Lord Jesus Christ, the true eternal Son of God, is the 
only Saviour of the world, in whom alone all the mercies graces and pro- 
mises of God to mankind, for this life and the life to come, are fully and 
wholly comprised. None, either man, woman or child, of what c* W" % 
soever, shall be otherwise at such times busied in the Church, than in 
quiet attendance to hear, mark and understand that which is read, 
preached or ministered ; saying in their due places audibly with the 
Minister, the Confession, the Lord's Prayer and the Creed ; and w e irin g 
such other answers to the public prayers as are appointed in the Book 
of Common Prayer: neither shall they disturb the Service or Sermon by 
walking or talking, or any other way, nor depart out of the Church 
during the time of Service or Sermon, without some urgent or 
able cause. 

XIX. — Loiterers not to be suffered near the Church in time of 

Service, 

The Churchwardens or Questmen, and their assistants, shall not suffer 
any idle persons to abide either in the Churchyard or Church-porch, 
during the time of Divine Service or Preaching ; but shall cause them 
either to come in, or to depart. 

XX. — Bread and Wine to be provided against every Communion* 
The Churchwardens of every parish against the time of every Com- 
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munion, shall at the charge of the parish, with the advice and direction 
of the Minister, provide a sufficient quantity of fine white bread, and of 
good and wholesome wine for the number of communicants that shall 
from time to time receive there : which wine we require to be brought 
to the Communion Table in a clean and sweet standing pot, or stoop of 
.pewter, if not of purer metal. 

XXI. — The Communion to be thrice a year received. 

In every Parish Church and Chapel where Sacraments are to be ad- 
ministered within this realm, the holy Communion shall be administered 
by the Parson, Vicar, or Minister, so often, and at such times as every 
parishioner may communicate, at the least- thrice in the year (whereof 
the feast of Easter to be one) according as they are appointed by the 
Book of Common Prayer. Provided, That every Minister as oft as he 
administereth the Communion, shall first receive that Sacrament himself. 
Furthermore, no bread or wine newly brought shall be used : but first 
the words of institution shall be rehearsed when the said bread and wine 
be present upon die Communion Table. Likewise the Minister shall 
deliver both the bread and wine to every communicant severally. 

XXII. — Warning to be given beforehand for the Communion. 

Whereas every lay person is bound to receive the holy Communion 
thrice every year, and many notwithstanding do not receive that Sacra- 
ment once in a year : we do require every Minister to give warning to 
his Parishioners publicly in the Church at Morning Prayer, the Sunday 
before every time of his administering that holy Sacrament, for their 
better preparation of themselves: which said warning we enjoin the 
said parishioners to accept and obey, under the penalty and danger of 
the law. 

XXIII. — Students in Colleges to receive the Communion four times a year. 

In all Colleges and Halls within both the Universities, the Masters 
and Fellows, such especially as have any Pupils, shall be careful that all 
their said Pupils, and the rest that remain amongst them, be well brought 
up, and thoroughly instructed in points of Religion, and that they do 
diligently frequent public Service and Sermons and receive the holy 
Communion ; which we ordain to be administered in all such Colleges 
and Halls the first or second Sunday of every month, requiring all the 
said Masters, Fellows and Scholars, and all the rest of the Students, 
Officers, and all other the servants there so to be ordered, that every 
one of them shall communicate four times in the year at the least, kneel- 
ing reverently and decently upon their knees, according to the order of 
the Communion Book prescribed in that behalf. 

XXIV. — Copes to be worn in Cathedral Churches by those that administer 

the Communion. 

In all cathedral and collegiate Churches, the holy Communion shall 
be administered upon principal feast-days, sometimes by the Bishop, if 
he be present, and sometimes by the Dean, and at sometimes by a Canon 
or Prebendary, the principal Minister using a decent cope, and being 
assisted with the Gospeller and Epistler agreeably, according to the 
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advertisements published An. 7 Elizabeths: The said Communion to be 
administered at such times, and with such limitation as is specified in 
the Book of Common Prayer, provided, that no such limitation by any 
construction shall be allowed of, but that all Deans, Wardens, Masters 
or Heads of cathedral and collegiate Churches, Prebendaries, Canons, 
Vicars, Petty-canons, Singing-men, and all others of the foundation, shall 
receive the Communion four times yearly at the least. 

XXV. — Surplices and Hoods to be worn in Cathedral Churches when there 

is no Communion. 

In the time of divine service and prayers in all cathedral and collegi- 
ate Churches, when there is no Communion, it shall be sufficient to 
wear Surplices : saving that all Deans, Masters and Heads of collegiate 
Churches, Canons and Prebendaries being Graduates, shall daily at the 
times both of prayer and preaching, wear with their Surplices such hoods 
as are agreeable to their degrees. 

XXVI. — Notorious Offenders not to be admitted to the Communion. 

No Minister shall in any wise admit to the receiving of the holy 
Communion, any of his Cure or Flock which be openly known to live in 
sin notorious without repentance, nor any who have maliciously and 
openly contended with their neighbours, until they shall be reconciled ; nor 
any Churchwardens or Side-men, who having taken their oaths to present 
to their Ordinaries all such public offences as they are particularly 
charged to enquire of in their several parishes, shall (notwithstanding 
their said oaths, and that their faithful discharging of them is the chief 
means whereby public sins and offences may be reformed and punished) 
wittingly and willingly, desperately and irreligiously incur the horrible 
crime of perjury, either in neglecting, or in refusing to present such of 
the said enormities and public offences as they know themselves to be 
committed in their said parishes, or are notoriously offensive to the Con- 
gregation there, although they be urged by some of their neighbours, or 
by their Minister, or by their Ordinary himself, to discharge their consci- 
ences by presenting of them, and not to incur so desperately the said 
horrible sin of perjury. 

XXVII. — Schismatics not to be admitted to the Communion. 

No Minister when he celebrateth the Communion, shall wittingly 
administer the same to any but to such as kneel, under pain of suspen- 
sion, nor under the like pain to any that refuse to be present at public 
prayers, according to the Orders of the Church of England, nor to any 
that are common and notorious depravers of the Book of Common Prayer, 
and administration of the sacraments, and of the orders, rites, and cere- 
monies therein prescribed, or of any thing that is contained in any of the 
Articles agreed upon in the Convocation, One thousand five hundred sixty 
and two, or of any thing contained in the Book of ordering Priests and 
Bishops, or to any that have spoken against and depraved his Majesty's 
sovereign authority in causes ecclesiastical ; except every such person 
shall first acknowledge to the Minister before the Churchwardens, his 
repentance for the same, and promise by word (if he cannot write) that 
he will do so no more ; and except (if he can write) he shall first do the 
same under his handwriting, to be delivered to the Minister, and by him 
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sent to the Bishop of the Diocese, or Ordinary of the place. Provided, 
that every Minister so repelling any (as is specified either in this or in 
the next precedent Constitution) shall upon complaint, or being required 
by the Ordinary, signify the cause thereof unto him, and therein obey 
his order and direction. 

XXVIII. — Strangers not to be admitted to the Communion. 

The Churchwardens or Quest-men, and their assistants, shall mark as 
well as the Minister, whether all and every of the Parishioners come so 
often every year to the holy communion, as the Laws and our Constitu- 
tions do require : and whether any strangers come often and commonly 
from other parishes to their Church, and shall show their Minister of 
them, lest perhaps they be admitted to the Lord's Table amongst others, 
which they shall forbid, and remit such home to their own Parish 
Churches and Ministers, there to receive the Communion with the rest 
of their own neighbours. 

XXIX. — -Fathers not to be Godfathers in Baptism, nor Children, not 

Communicants, 

No parent shall be urged to be present, nor be admitted to answer as 
Godfather for his own child : nor any Godfather or Godmother shall be 
suffered to make any other answer or speech, than by the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer is prescribed in that behalf: neither shall any person be 
admitted Godfather or Godmother to any child at Christening or Con- 
firmation, before the said person so undertaking hath received the holy 
Communion. 

XXX. — The lawful use of the Cross in Baptism, explained. 

We are sorry that his Majesty's most princely care and pains taken 
in the conference at Hampton Court, amongst many other points, touch- 
ing this one of the Cross in Baptism, hath taken no better effect with 
many, but that still the use of it in Baptism is so greatly stuck at and 
impugned. For the further declaration therefore of the true use of this 
ceremony, and for the removing of all such scruple as might any ways 
trouble the consciences of them who are indeed rightly religious, follow- 
ing the royal steps of our most worthy King, because he therein followeth 
the rules of the Scriptures, and the practice of the Primitive Church ; 
we do commend to all the true members of the Church of England, these 
our directions and observations ensuing. 

First, It is to be observed, that although the Jews and Ethnicks derided 
both the Apostles, and the rest of the Christians, for preaching and be- 
lieving in him who was crucified upon the Cross ; yet all, both Apostles 
and Christians, were so far from being discouraged from their profes- 
sion by the ignominy of the Cross, as they rather rejoiced and triumphed 
in it. Yea, the Holy Ghost by the mouths of the Apostles did honour 
the name of the Cross (being hateful among the Jews) so far ; that under 
it he comprehended not only Christ crucified, but the force, effects, and 
merits of his death and passion, with all the comforts, fruits and promises 
which we receive or expect thereby. 

Secondly, The honour and dignity of the name of the Cross, begat a 
reverend estimation even in the Apostle's times (for ought that is known 
to the contrary) of the sign of the Cross ; which the Christians shortly 

G 
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after used in all their actions, thereby making an outward show and pro- 
fession even to the astonishment of the Jews, that they were not 
ashamed to acknowledge him for their Lord and Saviour, who died for 
them upon the Cross. And this sign they did not only use themselves 
with a kind of glory, when they met with any Jews, but signed there- 
with their children when they were christened, to dedicate them by that 
badge to his service, whose benefits bestowed upon them in Baptism, the 
name of the Cross did represent. And this use of the Sign of the Cross 
in Baptism was held in the Primitive Church, as well by the Greeks as 
the Latins, with one consent and great applause. At what time, if any 
had opposed themselves against it, they would certainly have been 
censured as enemies of the name of the Cross, and consequently of 
Christ's merits, the sign whereof they could no better endure. This 
continual and general use of the Sign of the Cross, is evident by many 
testimonies of the ancient Fathers. 

Thirdly, It must be confessed, that in process of time the Sign of the 
Cross was greatly abused in the Church of Rome, especially after that 
corruption of Popery had once possessed it. But the abuse of a thing 
doth not take away the lawful use of it. Nay, so far was it from the 
purpose of the Church of England to forsake and reject the Churches of 
Italy, France, Spain, Germany, or any such like churches, in all things 
which they held and practised, that, as the apology of the Church of 
England confesseth, it doth with reverence retain those ceremonies which 
do neither endamage the Church of God, nor offend the minds of sober 
men : and only departed from them in those particular points, wherein 
they were fallen both from themselves in their ancient integrity, and 
from the Apostolical Churches which were their first founders. In 
which respect, amongst some other very ancient ceremonies, the Sign of 
the Cross in Baptism hath been retained in this Church, both by the 
judgment and practice of those reverend Fathers and great Divines in 
the days of King Edward the Sixth, of whom some constantly suffered for 
the profession of the truth: and others being exiled in the time of 
Queen Mary, did after their return in the beginning of the reign of our 
late dread Sovereign, continually defend and use the same. This resolu- 
tion and practice of our Church hath been allowed and approved by the 
censure upon the Communion Book in King Edward the Sixth his days, 
and by the harmony of confessions of later years : because indeed the 
use of this sign in Baptism was ever accompanied here with such suffi- 
cient cautions and exceptions against all Popish superstition and error, 
as in the like cases are either fit or convenient. 

First, The Church of England since the abolishing of Popery hath ever 
held and taught, and so doth hold and teach still, that the Sign of the 
Cross used in Baptism, is no part of the substance of that Sacrament : 
for when the Minister dipping the infant in water, or laying water upon 
the face of it (as the manner also is) hath pronounced these words, / 
baptize thee in the Name of the Father ', and of the Son, and qft/ie Holy 
Ghost, the infant is fully and perfectly baptized. So as the Sign of the 
Cross being afterwaids used, doth neither add any thing to the virtue 
and perfection of baptism, nor being omitted doth detract any thing from 
the effect and substance of it. 

Secondly, It is apparent in the Communion Book, that the infant bap- 
tized is by virtue of baptism, before it be signed with the Sign of the 
Cross, received into the congregation of Christ's flock as a perfect mem- 
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ber thereof, and not by any power ascribed unto the Sign of the Cross. 
So that for the very remembrance of the Cross, which is very precious to 
all them that rightly believe in Jesu Christ, and in the other respects 
mentioned, the Church of England hath retained still the sign of it in 
Baptism : following therein the Primitive and Apostolical Churches, and 
accounting it a lawful outward ceremony and honourable badge, whereby 
the infant is dedicated to the service of him that died upon die Cross, as 
by the words used in the Book of Common Prayer it may appear. 

Lastly, The use of the Sign of the Cross in baptism, being thus purged 
from air Popish superstition and error, and reduced in the Church of 
England to the primary institution of it, upon those true rules of doctrine 
concerning things indifferent, which are consonant to the Word of God, 
and the judgments of all the ancient Fathers, we hold it the part of every 
private man, both Minister and other, reverently to retain the true use of 
it prescribed by public authority, considering that things of themselves 
indifferent, do in some sort alter their natures, when they are either com- 
manded or forbidden by a lawful magistrate, and may not be omitted at 
every man's pleasure contrary to the law, when they be commanded, nor 
used when they are prohibited. 



MINISTERS, THEIR ORDINATION, FUNCTION AND 

CHARGE. 

XXXI. — Four solemn Times appointed for the making of Ministers. 

Forasmuch as the ancient Fathers of the Church, led by example of 
the Apostles, appointed Prayers and Fasts to be used at the solemn 
Ordering of Ministers ; and to that purpose allotted certain times, in 
which only sacred Orders might be given or conferred ; we following 
their holy and religious example, do constitute and decree, that no 
Deacons or Ministers be made and ordained, but only upon the Sundays 
immediately following Jejunia quatuor temporum, commonly called Ember- 
weeks, appointed in ancient time for prayer and fasting (purposely for this 
cause at their first institution) and so continued at this day in the Church 
of England : and that this be done in the Cathedral or Parish Church 
where the Bishop resideth, and in the time of Divine Service, in the 
presence not only of the Archdeacon, but of the Dean and two Prebend 
aries at the least, or (if they shall happen by any lawful cause to be let 
or hindered) in the presence of four other grave persons, being Masters 
of Arts at the least, and allowed for public preachers. 

XXXII. — None to be made Deacon and Minister both in one Day. 

The Office of Deacon being a step or degree to the Ministry, accord- 
ing to the judgment of the ancient Fathers, and the practice of the 
Primitive Church ; we do ordain and appoint, that hereafter no Bishop 
shall make any person, of what qualities or gifts soever, a Deacon and a 
Minister both together upon one day ; but that the order in that behalf 
prescribed in the Book of making and consecrating Bishops, Priests and 
Deacons, be strictly observed. Not that always every Deacon should be 
kept from the Ministry for a whole year, when the Bishop shall find good 
cause to the contrary; but that there being now four times appointed in 
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every year for the ordination of Deacons and Ministers, there may ever be 
some time of trial of their behaviour in the office of Deacon, before they 
be admitted to the Order of Priesthood. 

XXX III. — The Titles of such as are to be made Ministers* 

It hath been long since provided by many decrees of the ancient 
Fathers, that none should be admitted either Deacon or Priest, who had 
not first some certain place where he might use his function. Accord- 
ing to which examples we do ordain, that henceforth no person shall be 
admitted into sacred Orders, except he shall at that time exhibit to the 
Bishop of whom he desireth imposition of hands, a presentation of him- 
self to some ecclesiastical preferment then void in that Diocese : or shall 
bring to the said Bishop a true and undoubted certificate, that either he 
is provided of some Church within the said Diocese, where he may at- 
tend the cure of souls, or of some Minister's place vacant, either in the 
Cathedral Church of that Diocese, or in some other Collegiate Church 
therein also situate, where he may execute his ministry ; or that he is 
a Fellow, or in right as a Fellow, or to be a Conduct or Chaplain in some 
College in Cambridge or Oxford : or except he be a Master of Arts of 
five years' standing, that liveth of his own charge in either of the Uni- 
versities : or except by the Bishop himself, that doth ordain him Minis- 
ter, he be shortly after to be admitted either to some Benefice or Curate- 
ship then void. And if any Bishop shall admit any person into the 
Ministry that hath none of these titles as is aforesaid, then he shall keep 
and maintain him with all things necessary, till he do prefer him to some 
ecclesiastical living. And if the said Bishop shall refuse so to do, he 
shall be suspended by the Archbishop, being assisted with another Bishop, 
from giving of Orders by the space of a year. 

XXXIV. — The quality of such as are to be made Ministers. 

No Bishop shall henceforth admit any person into sacred Orders which 
is not of his own Diocese, except he be either of one of the Universi- 
ties of this realm, or except he shall bring Letters Dimissory (so termed) 
from the Bishop of whose Diocese he is, and desiring to be a Deacon, 
is three-and- twenty years old, and to be a Priest four- and- twenty years 
complete, and hath taken some degree of school in either of the said 
Universities, or, at the least, except he be able to yield an account of 
his faith in Latin, according to the Articles of Religion approved in the 
Synod of the Bishops and Clergy of this realm, One thousand five 
hundred sixty and two, and to confirm the same by sufficient testimo- 
nies out of the Holy Scriptures : And except moreover, he shall then 
exhibit Letters Testimonial of his good life and conversation, under the 
seal of some College in Cambridge or Oxford, where before he re- 
mained, or of three or four grave Ministers, together with the subscript 
tion and testimony of other credible persons, who have known his life 
and behaviour by the space of three years next before. 

XXXV. — The Examination of such as are to be made Ministers. 

The Bishop, before he admit any person to holy Orders, shall diligently 
examine him in the presence of those Ministers that shall assist him at 
the imposition of hands : and if the said Bishop have any lawful impedi- 
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merit, he shall cause the said Ministers carefully to examine every such 
person so to be ordered. Provided, that they who shall assist the Bishop 
in examining and laying on of hands, shall be of his Cathedral Church, 
if they may conveniently be had, or other sufficient Preachers of the 
same Diocese, to the number of three at the least : And if any Bishop 
or Suffragan shall admit any to sacred Orders, who is not so qualified and 
examined as before we have ordained, the Archbishop of his Province 
having notice thereof, and being assisted therein by one Bishop, shall 
suspend the said Bishop or Suffragan so offending, from making either 
Deacons or Priests for the space of two years. 

XXXVI. — Subscription required of such as are to be made Ministers, 

No person shall hereafter be received into the Ministry, nor either by 
institution or collation admitted to any ecclesiastical living, nor suffered 
to preach, to catechise, or to be a lecturer or reader of divinity in either 
University, or in any Cathedral or Collegiate Church, city or market 
town, parish church, chapel, or in any other place within this realm, ex- 
cept he be licenced either by the Archbishop, or by the Bishop of the 
Diocese (where he is to be placed) under their hands and seals, or by 
one of the two Universities under their seal likewise ; and except he 
shall first subscribe to these three Articles following, in such manner and 
sort as we have here appointed. 

1. That the King's Majesty under God, is the only supreme governor 
of this realm, and of all other his Highness's dominions and countries, 
as well in all spiritual or ecclesiastical things or causes, as temporal, and 
that no foreign prince, person, prelate, state or potentate, hath or ought 
to have any jurisdiction, power, superiority, pre-eminence or authority 
ecclesiastical or spiritual within his Majesty's said realms, dominions 
and countries. 

2. That the Book of Common Prayer, and of Ordering of Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons, containeth in it nothing contrary to the word of 
God, and that it may lawfully so be used, and that he himself will use 
the form in the said book prescribed in public prayer, and administration 
of the sacraments, and none other. 

8. That he alloweth the Book of Articles of Religion agreed upon by 
the Archbishops and Bishops of both provinces, and the whole Clergy 
in the Convocation holden at London, in the year of our Lord God, One 
thousand five hundred sixty and two : and that he acknowledgeth all 
and every the Articles therein contained, being in number nine and thirty, 
besides the Ratification, to be agreeable to the word of God. 

To these three Articles whosoever will subscribe, he shall for the 
avoiding of all ambiguities, subscribe in this order and form of words, 
setting down both his christian and surname, viz. /, N. N,, do willingly and 
ex animo subscribe to these tttree Articles above-mentioned, and to all things 
that are contained in them. And if any Bishop shall ordain, admit or 
license any as is aforesaid, except he first have subscribed in manner and 
form as here we have appointed, he shall be suspended from giving of 
orders and licences to preach for the space of twelve months. But if 
either of the Universities shall offend therein, we leave them to the dan- 
ger of the law and his Majesty's censure. 
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XXXVH<—Subscription before the Diocesan. 

None licensed, as is aforesaid, to preach, read lecture, or catechise, 
coming to reside in any Diocese, shall be permitted there to preach, read 
lecture, catechise or minister the sacraments, or to execute any other 
ecclesiastical function, (by what authority soever he be thereunto ad- 
mitted) unless he first consent and subscribe to the three Articles before- 
mentioned, in the presence of the Bishop of the Diocese, wherein he is 
to preach, read lecture, catechise or administer the Sacraments, as afore- 
said. 

XXXVIII. — Revolters after Subscription) censured. 

If any Minister, after he hath once subscribed to the said three Ar- 
ticles, shall omit to use the form of prayer, or any of the orders or 
ceremonies prescribed in the Communion Book, let him be suspended : 
and if after a month he do not reform and submit himself, let him be 
excommunicated : and then if he shall not submit himself within the 
space of another month, let him be deposed from the ministry. 

XXXIX. — Cautions for Institution of Ministers into Benefices. 

No Bishop shall institute any to a benefice who hath been ordained 
by any other Bishop, except he first show unto him his letters of orders, 
and bring him a sufficient testimony of his former good life and beha- 
viour, if the Bishop shall require it : and lastly, shall appear upon due 
examination to be worthy of his ministry. 

XL. — An Oath against Simony at Institution into Benefices. 

To avoid the detestable sin of Simony, because buying and selling of 
spiritual and ecclesiastical functions, offices, promotions, dignities and 
livings, is execrable before God ; therefore the Archbishop, and all and 
every Bishop or Bishops, or any other person or persons, having autho- 
rity to admit, institute, collate, instal, or to confirm the election of any 
Archbishop, Bishop, or any person or persons to any spiritual or eccle- 
siastical function, dignity, promotion, title, office, jurisdiction, place or 
benefice with cure or without cure, or to any ecclesiastical living what- 
soever, shall before every such admission, institution, collation, installa- 
tion, or confirmation of election, respectively minister to every person 
hereafter to be admitted, instituted, collated, installed, or confirmed in 
or to any Archbishoprick, Bishoprick, or other spiritual or ecclesiastical 
function, dignity, promotion, title, office, jurisdiction, place or benefice 
with cure or without cure, or in or to any Ecclesiastical living whatso- 
ever, this oath in manner and form following, the same to be taken by 
every one whom it concerneth in his own person, and not by a Proctor ; 
I. N. N. do swear, That I have made no Simoniacal payment, contract, 
or promise, directly or indirectly, by myself or by any other to my know- 
ledge, or with my consent, to any person or persons whatsoever, for or 
concerning the procuring and obtaining of this ecclesiastical dignity, place, 
preferment, office or living, (respectively and particularly naming the 
same whereunto he is to be admitted, instituted, collated, installed, or 
confirmed) ?wr will at any time hereafter perform or satisfy any such 
hind of payment, contract, or promise made by any other without my 
knowledge or consent; So help me God through Jesus Christ 
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XLI. — Licences for Pluralities of Benefices limited, and Residence 

enjoined. 

No licence or dispensation for the keeping of more benefices with 
cure than one, shall be granted to any, but such only as shall be thought 
very well worthy for his learning, and very well able and sufficient to 
discharge his duty, that is, who shall have taken the degree of a Master 
of Arts at the least in one of the Universities of this realm, and be a 
public and sufficient Preacher licensed. Provided always, that he be by 
a good and sufficient caution bound to make his personal residence in 
each his said benefices for some reasonable time in every year ; and that 
the said benefices be not more than thirty miles distant asunder ; and 
lastly, that he have under him in the benefice where he doth not reside, 
a Preacher lawfully allowed, that is able sufficiently to teach and instruct 
the people. 

XLII. — Residence of Deans in their ChurcJies. 

Every Dean, Master, or Warden, or chief Governor of any Cathedral 
or collegiate Church, shall be resident in his said Cathedral or collegiate 
Church fourscore and ten days conjunctim or divisim in every year 
at the least, and shall continue there in preaching the word of God, 
and keeping good hospitality, except he shall be otherwise let with 
weighty and urgent causes to be approved by the Bishop of the Diocese, 
or in any other lawful sort dispensed with. And when he is present, he, 
with the rest of the Canons or Prebendaries resident, shall take special 
care, that the statutes and laudable customs of their Church, (not being 
contrary to the word of God, or prerogative royal) the Statutes of this 
realm being in force concerning ecclesiastical order, and all other Con- 
stitutions now set forth and confirmed by his Majesty's authority, and 
such as shall be lawfully enjoined by the Bishop of the Diocese, in his 
Visitation, according to the statutes and customs of the same Church, 
or the ecclesiastical laws of this realm, be diligently observed, and 
that the Petty Canons, Vicars Choral, and other Ministers of their 
Church, be urged to the study of the Holy Scriptures, and every one of 
them to have the New Testament not only in English, but also in Latin. 

XLIII. — Deans and Prebendaries to Preach during their Residence. 

The Dean, Master, Warden, or the chief Governor, Prebendaries, 
and Canons in every Cathedral and collegiate Church, shall not only 
preach there in their own persons so often as they are bound by law, 
statute, ordinance, or custom, but shall likewise preach in other 
Churches of the same Diocese where they are resident, and especially 
in those places whence they or their Church receive any yearly rents or 
profits. And in case they themselves be sick, or lawfully absent, they 
shall substitute such licensed Preachers to supply their turns, as by the 
Bishop of the Diocese shall be thought meet to. preach in Cathedral 
Churches. And if any otherwise neglect or omit to supply his course, 
as is aforesaid, the offender shall be punished by the Bishop, or by him 
or them to whom the jurisdiction of that Church appertained^ accordin 
to the quality of the offence. 
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XLIV ^-Prebendaries to be Resident upon their Benefices. 

No Prebendaries nor Canons in Cathedral or collegiate Churches, 
having one or more benefices with cure, (and not being residentiaries in 
the same Cathedral or collegiate Churches) shall under colour of their 
said Prebends, absent themselves from their benefices with cure above the 
space of one month in the year, unless it be for some argent causey and 
certain time to be allowed by the Bishop of the Diocese. And such of 
the said Canons and Prebendaries as by the Ordinances of the said 
Cathedral or collegiate Churches do stand bound to be resident in the 
same, shall so among themselves sort and proportion the times of the 
year, concerning residence to be kept in the said Churches, as that some 
of them always shall be personally resident there : and that all those 
who be, or shall be residentiaries in any Cathedral or collegiate Church, 
shall after the days of their residency appointed by their local statutes 
or customs expired, presently repair to their benefices, or some one of 
them, or to some other charge where the law requireth their presence, 
there to discharge their duties according to the laws in that case pro- 
vided. And the Bishop of the Diocese shall see the same to be duly 
performed and put in execution. 

XLV. — Beneficed Preachers being Resident upon their Livings? to Preach 

every Sunday* 

Every beneficed man allowed to be a Preacher, and residing on his 
benefice, having no lawful impediment, shall in his own cure, or in some 
other Church or Chapel where he may conveniently, near adjoining, 
(where no Preacher is) preach one Sermon every Sunday of the year, 
wherein he shall soberly and sincerely divide the word of truth to the 
glory of God, and to the best edification of the people. 

XL VI. — Beneficed men, not Preachers, to procure Monthly Sermons. 

Every beneficed man not allowed to be a Preacher, shall procure Ser- 
mons to be preached in his cure once in every month at the least, by 
Preachers lawfully licensed, if his living, in the judgment of the Ordi- 
nary, will be able to bear it. And upon every Sunday when there shall 
not be a Sermon preached in his cure, he or his Curate shall read some 
one of the Homilies prescribed, or to be prescribed by authority to the 
intents aforesaid. 

XL VII. — Absence of Beneficed men to be supplied by Curates that are 

allowed Preachers. 

Every beneficed man licensed by the laws of this realm, upon urgent 
occasions of other service not to reside upon his benefice, shall cause his 
cure to be supplied by a Curate that is a sufficient and licensed Preacher, 
if the worth of the benefice will bear it. But whosoever hath two 
benefices, shall maintain a Preacher licensed in the benefice where he 
doth not reside, except he preach himself at both of them usually. 

XL VIII. — None to be Curates, but allowed by the Bishop. 

No Curate or Minister shall be permitted to serve in any place, with- 
out examination and admission of the Bishop of the Diocese, or Ordinary 
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of the place having episcopal jurisdiction, in writing under his hand 
and seal,' having respect to the greatness of the cure, and meetness of 
the party. And the said Curates and Ministers, if they remove from 
one Diocese to another, shall not be by any means admitted to serve 
without testimony of the Bishop of the Diocese, or Ordinary of the 
place as aforesaid, whence they came, in writing, of their honesty, abi- 
lity, and conformity to the Ecclesiastical Laws of the Church of Eng- 
land. Nor any shall serve more then one Church or Chapel upon one 
day, except that Chapel be a member of the Parish Church, or united 
thereunto : and unless the said Church or Chapel where such a Minister 
shall serve in two places, be not able in the judgment of the Bishop or 
Ordinary as aforesaid, to maintain a Curate. 

XLIX. — Ministers not allowed Preachers, may not expound. 

No person whatsoever not examined and approved by the Bishop of 
the Diocese, or not licensed as is aforesaid, for a sufficient or convenient 
Preacher, shall take upon him to expound in his own cure or elsewhere, 
any Scripture or matter of doctrine, but shall only study to read plainly 
and aptly (without glossing or adding)* the Homilies already set forth, 
or hereafter to be published by lawful authority, for the confirmation 
of the true faith, and for the good instruction and edification of the 
people. 

L. — Strangers not admitted to Preach without showing their Licence. 

Neither the Minister, Churchwardens, nor any other of the officers 
of the Church, shall suffer any man to preach within their Churches or 
Chapels, but such as by showing their license to preach shall appear unto 
them to be sufficiently authorised thereunto, as is aforesaid. 

LI. — Strangers not admitted to Preach in Cathedral Churches without 

sufficient Authority, 

The Deans, Presidents, and Residentiaries of any Cathedral or colle- 
giate Church, shall suffer no Stranger to preach unto the people in their 
Churches, except they be allowed by the Archbishop of the Province, 
or by the Bishop of the same Diocese, or by either of the Universities. 
And if any in his Sermon shall publish any doctrine, either strange or dis- 
agreeing from the word of God, or from any of the Articles of Religion 
agreed upon in the Convocation House Anno 1562, or from the Book of 
Common Prayers, the Dean or the Residents shall by their letters Bub- 
scribed with some of their hands that heard him, so soon as may be, 
give notice of the same to the Bishop of the Diocese, that he may 
determine the matter, and take such order therein as he shall think con- 
venient. 

LII. — The Names of Strange Preachers to be noted in a Booh. 

That the Bishop may understand (if occasion so require) what Ser- 
mons are made in every Church of his Diocese, and who presume to 
preach without licence, the Churchwardens and Sidemen shall see that 
the names of all Preachers which come to their Church from any other 
place, be noted in a book, which they shall have ready for that purpose : 
wherein every Preacher shall subscribe his name, the day when he 
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preached, and the name of the Bishop of whom he had licence to 
preach. 

LIII. — No public opposition between Preachers* 

If any Preacher shall in the pulpit particularly, or namely of pur- 
pose, impugn or confute any doctrine delivered by any other Preacher 
in the same Church, or in any Church near adjoining, before he hath 
acquainted the Bishop of the Diocese therewith, and received order 
from him what to do in that case, because upon such public dissenting 
and contradicting, there may grow much offence and disquietness unto 
the people : the Churchwardens or party grieved shall forthwith signify 
the same to the said Bishop, and not suffer the said Preacher any more 
to occupy that place which he hath once abused, except he faithfully 
promise to forbear all such matter of contention in the Church, until the 
Bishop hath taken further order therein : who shall with all convenient 
speed so proceed therein, that public satisfaction may be made in the 
congregation where the offence was given. Provided, that if either of 
the parties offending do appeal, he shall not be suffered to preach 
pendente lite. 

LIV. — The Licence of Preachers refusing Conformity to be void. 

If any man licensed heretofore to preach, by any Archbishop, Bishop, 
or by either of the Universities, shall at any time from henceforth refuse 
to conform himself to the laws, ordinances, and rites ecclesiastical esta- 
blished in the Church of England, he shall be admonished by the Bishop 
of the Diocese, or Ordinary of the place, to submit lumself to the use 
and due exercise of the same, and if after such admonition, he do not 
conform himself within the space of one month, we determine and de- 
cree, that the licence of every such preacher shall thereupon be utterly 
void and of none effect. 

LV. — The form of a Prayer to be used by Preachers before their Sermons. 

Before all Sermons, Lectures and Homilies, the Preachers and Mi- 
nisters shall move the people to join with them in prayer, in this form 
or to this effect, as briefly as they conveniently may. Ye shall pray for 
Christ's holy Catholic Church, that is for the whole congregation of 
Christian people dispersed throughout the whole world, and especially 
for the Churches of England, Scotland, and Ireland. And herein I 
require you most especially to pray for the King's most excellent Ma- 
jesty, our Sovereign Lord James, King of England, Scotland, France, 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and supreme Governor in these his 
realms, and all other his dominions and countries, over all persons, in all 
causes, as well ecclesiastical as temporal. Ye shall also pray for our 
gracious Queen Anne, the noble Prince Henry, and the rest of the 
King and Queen's royal issue. Ye shall also pray for the Ministers of 
God's holy word and sacraments, as well Archbishops and Bishops, as 
other Pastors and Curates. Ye shall also pray for the King's most 
honourable council, and for all the Nobility and Magistrates of this realm, 
that all and every of these in their several callings, may serve truly and 
painfully to the glory of God, and the edifying and well governing of 
bis people, remembering the account that they must make. Also ye 
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shall pray for the Whole Commons of this realm, that they may live in 
true faith and fear of God, in humble obedience to the King, and bro- 
therly charity one to another. Finally, let us praise God for all those 
which are departed out of this life in the fkith of Christ, and pray unto 
God that we may have grace to direct our lives after - their good ex- 
ample : that this life ended, we may be made partakers with them of 
the glorious resurrection in the life everlasting ; always concluding with 
the Lord's Prayer. 

LV1.— Preachers and Lecturers to read Divine Service, and administer 

the Sacraments twice a year at the least 

Every Minister being possessed of a benefice that hath cure and charge 
of souls, although he chiefly attend to preaching, and hath a Curate 
under him to execute the other duties which are to be performed for him 
in the Church, and likewise every other stipendiary Preacher that readeth 
any Lecture, or catechiseth or preacheth in any church or chapel, shall 
twice at the least every year read himself the Divine Service, Upon two 
several Sundays publicly, and at the usual times, both in the forenoon 
and afternoon in the Church which he so possesseth, or where he readeth, 
catechiseth, or preacheth as is aforesaid, and shall likewise as often in 
every year administer the Sacraments of Baptism, (if there be any to 
be baptized,) and of the Lord's Supper, in such manner and form, and 
with the observation of all such rites and ceremonies as are prescribed 
by the Book of Common Prayer in that behalf; which if he do not ac- 
cordingly perform, then shall he that is possessed of a benefice (as before) 
be suspended : and he that is but a Reader, Preacher, or Catechiser, be 
removed from his place by the Bishop of the Diocese, until he or they 
shall submit themselves to perform all the . said duties, in such manner 
and sort as before is prescribed. 

LVII. — The Sacraments not to be refused at tJie hands of unpreaching 

Ministers, 

Whereas divers persons seduced by false teachers, do refuse to have 
their children baptized by a Minister that is no Preacher, and to receive 
the Hdly Communion at his hands in the same respect, as though the 
virtue of those Sacraments did depend upon his ability to preach ; For- 
asmuch as the doctrine both of Baptism, and of the Lord's Supper is so 
sufficiently set down in the Book of Common Prayer to be used at the 
administration of the said Sacraments, as nothing can be added unto it 
that is material and necessary : We do require and charge every such 
person seduced as aforesaid, to reform that their wilfulness, and to sub- 
mit himself to the order of the Church in that behalf, both the said 
Sacraments being equally effectual, whether they be ministered by a 
Minister that is no Preacher, or by one that is a Preacher. And if any 
hereafter shall offend herein, or leave their own parish churches in that 
respect, and communicate, or cause their children to be baptized in other 
parishes abroad, and will not be moved thereby to reform that their error 
and unlawful course : let them be presented to the Ordinary of the 
place by the Minister, Churchwardens, and Side-men or Quest-men of the 
parishes where they dwell, and there receive such punishment by eccle- 
siastical censures, as such obstinacy doth worthll v deserve : that is, let 
them (persisting in their wilfulness) be suspended, and then after a 
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month's further obstinacy, excommunicated. And likewise if any Par- 
son, Vicar, or Curate, shall after the publishing hereof, either receive to 
the communion any such persons which are not of his own Church and 
parish, or shall baptize any of their children, thereby strengthening them 
in their said errors : let him be suspended, and not released thereof, until 
he do faithfully promise that he will not afterwards offend therein. 

LVIII. — Ministers reading Divine Service, and administering the Sacra- 
ments, to wear Surplices, and Graduates therewithal Hoods. 

Every Minister saying the public prayers, or ministering the Sacra- 
ments, or other rites of the Church, shall wear a decent and comely sur- 
plice with sleeves, to be provided at the charge of the parish. And if 
any question arise touching the matter, decency, or comeliness thereof, 
the same shall be decided by the discretion of the Ordinary. Further- 
more, such Ministers as are Graduates, shall wear upon their surplices 
at such times, such hoods as by the orders of the Universities are agree- 
able to their degrees, which no Minister shall wear (being no Graduate) 
under pain of suspension. Notwithstanding, it shall be lawful for such 
Ministers as are not Graduates, to wear upon their surplices, instead of 
hoods, some decent tippet of black, so it be not silk. 

LIX. — Ministers to Catechize every Sunday. 

Every Parson, Vicar or Curate, upon every Sunday and holyday 
before Evening Prayer, shall for half an hour or more, examine and in- 
struct the youth and ignorant persons of his parish, in the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Articles of the Belief, and in the Lord's Prayer : and 
shall diligently hear, instruct, and teach them the Catechism set forth in 
the Book of Common Prayer. And all fathers, mothers, masters and 
mistresses, shall cause their children, servants, and apprentices, which 
have not learned the Catechism,- to come to the Church at the time 
appointed, obediently to hear, and to be ordered by the Minister, until 
they have learned the same. And if any minister neglect his duty 
herein, let him be sharply reproved upon the first complaint, and true 
notice thereof given to the Bishop or Ordinary of the place. If after 
submitting himself, he shall willingly offend therein again, let him be 
suspended. If so the third time, there being little hope that he will be 
therein reformed, then excommunicated, and so remain until he will be 
reformed. And likewise, if any of the said fathers, mothers, masters, 
or mistresses, children, servants, or apprentices shall neglect their duties, 
as the one sort in not causing them to come, and the other in refusing 
to learn as aforesaid : let them be suspended by their Ordinaries (if 
they be not children) and if they so persist by the space of a month, 
then let them be excommunicated. 

LX. — Confirmation to be performed once in three years. 

Forasmuch as it hath been a solemn, ancient, and laudable custom in 
the Church of God, continued from the Apostles' times, that all Bishops 
should lay their hands upon children baptized and instructed in the Ca- 
techism of Christian religion, praying over them, and blessing them, 
which we commonly call Confirmation, and that this holy action hath 
been accustomed in the Church in former ages, to be performed in the 
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Bishop's visitation every third year : we will and appoint, that every 
Bishop, or his Suffragan in his accustomed visitation, do in his own per- 
son carefully observe the said custom. And if in that year by reason of 
some infirmity, he be not able personally to visit, then he shall not omit 
the execution of that duty of Confirmation the next year after, as he 
may conveniently. 

LXL — Ministers to prepare Children for Confirmation, 

Every Minister that hath cure and charge of souls, for the better ac- 
complishing of the orders prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer 
concerning Confirmation, shall take especial care as that none may be 
presented to the Bishop for him to lay his hands upon, but such as can 
render an account of their faith according to the Catechism in the said 
book contained. And when the Bishop shall assign any time for the 
performance of that part of his duty, every such Minister shall use his 
best endeavour to prepare and make able, and likewise to procure as 
many as he can to be then brought, and by the Bishop to be con- 
firmed. 

LXII. — Ministers not to marry any persons without Banns or Licence. 

No Minister upon pain of suspension per triennium ipso facto, shall 
celebrate matrimony between any persons without a Faculty or Li- 
cence granted by some of the persons in these our Constitutions ex- 
pressed, except the Banns of Matrimony have been first published three 
several Sundays or holydays in the time of Divine Service in the Parish 
Churches and Chapels where the said parties dwell, according to the 
Book of Common Prayer. Neither shall any Minister upon the like 
pain, under any pretence whatsoever, join any persons so licenced in 
marriage at any unreasonable times, but only between the hours of eight 
and twelve in the forenoon, nor in any private place, but either in the 
said Churches or Chapels where one of them dwelleth, and likewise in 
time of Divine Service : nor when banns are thrice asked (and no licence 
in that respect necessary) before the Parents or Governors of the par- 
ties to be married, being under the age of twenty and one years, shall 
either personally, or by sufficient testimony, signify to him their consents 
given to the said marriage. 

LXIII. — Ministers of exempt Churches, not to Marry without Banns or 

Licence. 

Every Minister who shall hereafter celebrate Marriage betwixt any 
persons contrary to our said Constitutions, or any part of them, under 
colour of any peculiar liberty or privilege claimed to appertain to certain 
Churches and Chapels, shall be suspended per triennium, by the Ordi- 
nary of the place where the offence shall be committed. And if any 
such Minister shall afterwards remove from the place where he hath 
committed that fault before he be suspended, as is aforesaid, then shall 
the Bishop of the Diocese, or Ordinary of the place where he remaineth, 
upon certificate under the hand and seal of the other Ordinary from 
whose jurisdiction he removed, execute that censure upon him. 
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LXIV. — Ministers solemnly to bid Hofydays. 

Every Parson, Vicar or Curate shall in his several charge declare to 
the people every Sunday at the time appointed in the Communion Book, 
whether there be any Holydays or Fasting-days the week following. 
And if any do hereafter wittingly offend herein, and being once admo- 
nished thereof by his Ordinary, shall again omit that duty, let him be 
censured according to law, until he submit himself to the due perform- 
ance of it. 

LXV. — Ministers solemnly to denounce Recusants and Excommunicates. 

All Ordinaries shall in their several jurisdictions carefully see and give 
order, that as well those who for obstinate refusing to frequent Divine 
Service established by public authority within this realm of England, as 
those also (especially of the better sort and condition) who for notorious 
contumacy or other notable crimes stand lawfully excommunicate (un- 
less within three months immediately after the said sentence of excom- 
munication pronounced against them, they reform themselves, and obtain 
the benefit of absolution) be every six months ensuing, as well in the 
Parish Church as in the Cathedral Church of the Diocese in which they 
remain, by the Minister openly in time of Divine Service upon some 
Sunday, denounced and declared excommunicate, that others may be 
thereby both admonished to refrain their company and society, and ex- 
cited the rather to procure out a writ De Excommunicato capiendo, thereby 
to bring and reduce them into due order and obedience. Likewise the 
Register of every ecclesiastical court, shall yearly between Michaelmas 
and Christmas, duly certify the Archbishop of the province of all and 
singular the premises aforesaid. 

LXVL — Ministers to confer with Recusants, 

Every Minister being a Preacher, and having any Popish recusant or 
recusants in his Parish, and thought fit by the Bishop of the Diocese, 
shall labour diligently with them from time to time, thereby to reclaim 
them from their errors. And if he be no Preacher, or not such a 
Preacher, then he shall procure, if he can possibly, some that are 
Preachers so qualified, to take pains with them for that purpose. If he 
can procure none, then he shall inform the Bishop of the Diocese thereof, 
who shall not only appoint some neighbour Preacher or Preachers ad- 
joining to take that labour upon them ; but himself also (as his important 
affairs will permit him) shall use his best endeavour by instruction, per- 
suasion, and all good means he can devise, to reclaim both them and all 
other within his Diocese so affected. 

LXVII. — Ministers to visit the Sick. 

When any person is dangerously sick in any Parish, the Minister or 
Curate (having knowledge thereof) shall resort unto him or her (if the 
disease be not known, or probably suspected to be infectious) to instruct 
and comfort them in their distress, according to the order of the Com- 
munion Book, if he be no Preacher : or if he be a Preacher, then as he 
shall think most needful and convenient. And when any is passing out 
of this life, a bell shall be tolled, and the Minister shall not then slack 
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to do his last duty. And after the parties death (if it so fall out) there 
shall be rung no more but one short peal, and one other before the 
burial, and one other after the burial. 

LXVII1. — Ministers not to refuse to Christen or Bury. 

No Minister shall refuse or delay to christen any child according to 
the form of the Book of Common Prayer, that is brought to the Church 
to him upon Sundays or Holydays to be christened, or to bury any corpse 
that is brought to the Church or Churchyard (convenient warning being 
given him thereof before) in such manner and form as is prescribed in 
the said Book of Common Prayer. And if he shall refuse to christen 
the one, or bury the other, except the party deceased were denounced 
excommunicated majori excommunicatione, for some grievous and no- 
torious crime (and no man able to testify of his repentance) he shall be 
suspended by the Bishop of the Diocese from his Ministry by the space 
of three months. 

LXIX. — Ministers not to defer Christening, if the Child be in danger. 

If any Minister being duly without any manner of collusion, informed 
of the weakness and danger of death of any infant unbaptized in his 
Parish, and thereupon desired to go or come to the place where the said 
infant remaineth, to baptize the same, shall either wilfully refuse so to 
do, or of purpose, or of gross negligence shall so defer the time, as when 
he might conveniently have resorted to the place, and have baptized the 
said infant, it dieth through such his default unbaptized; the said 
Minister shall be suspended for three months, and before his restitution 
shall acknowledge his fault, and promise before his Ordinary, that he 
will not wittingly incur the like again. Provided, that where there is a 
Curate or a Substitute, this Constitution shall not extend to the Parson 
or Vicar himself, but to the Curate or Substitute present. 

LXX. — Ministers to keep a Register of Christenings, Weddings, and 

Burials. 

In every parish Church and Chapel within this realm, shall be pro- 
vided one parchment book, at the charge of the parish, wherein shall be 
written the day and year of every christening, wedding, and burial, 
which have been in that Parish since the time that the law was first 
made in that behalf, so far as the ancient books thereof can be procured, 
but especially since the beginning of the reign of the late Queen. And 
for the safe keeping of the said book, the Churchwardens, at the charge 
of the Parish, shall provide one sure coffer with three locks and keys ; 
whereof the one to remain with the Minister, and the other two with the 
Churchwardens severally ; so that neither the Minister without the two 
Churchwardens, nor the Churchwardens without the Minister, shall at 
any time take that book out of the said coffer. And henceforth upon 
every Sabbath-day, immediately after Morning or Evening Prayer, the 
Minister, and Churchwardens, shall take the said parchment book out of 
the said coffer, and the Minister, in the presence of the Churchwardens, 
shall write and record in the said book, the names of all persons chris- 
tened, together with the names and sirnames of their parents, and also 
the names of all persons married and buried in that Parish, in the week 
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before, and the day and year of every such christening, marriage, and 
burial : and that done, they shall lay up that book in the coffer as before: 
and the Minister and Churchwardens unto every page of that book, when 
it shall be filled with such inscriptions, shall subscribe their names. And 
the Churchwardens shall once every year, within one month after die 
five and twentieth day of March, transmit unto the Bishop of the Diocese 
or his Chancellor, a true copy of the names of all persons christened, 
married, or buried in their Parish in the year before (ended the said five 
and twentieth day of March) and the certain days and months in which 
every such christening, marriage, and burial was had, to be subscribed 
with the hands of the said Minister and Churchwardens, to the end the 
game may faithfully be preserved in the Registry of the said Bishop: 
which certificate shall be received without fee. And if the Minister or 
Churchwardens shall be negligent in performance of any thing herein 
contained, it shall be lawful for the Bishop or his Chancellor to convent 
them, and proceed against every of them as contemners of this our Con- 
stitution. 

LXXI. — Ministers not to Preach or Administer the Communion in pri- 
vate Houses. 

No minister shall preach or administer the holy Communion in any 
private house, except it be in times of necessity, when any being either 
so impotent, as he cannot go to the Church, or very dangerously sick, 
are desirous to be partakers of the holy Sacrament, upon pain of suspen- 
sion for the first offence, and excommunication for the second. Pro- 
vided, that houses are here reputed for private houses, wherein are no 
Chapels dedicated and allowed by the ecclesiastical laws of this realm. 
And provided also under the pains before expressed, that no Chaplains 
do preach or administer the Communion in any other places, but in the 
Chapels of the said houses, and that also they do the same very seldom 
upon Sundays and holydays : so that both the lords and masters of the 
said houses and their families shall at otfier times resort to their own 
parish Churches, and there receive the holy Communion at the least 
once every year. 

LXXII. — Ministers not to appoint public or private Fasts or Prophecies; 

or to Exorcize y but by authority. 

No Minister or Ministers shall, without the licence and direction of 
the Bishop of the Diocese first obtained and had under his hand and 
seal, appoint or keep any solemn fasts, either publicly or in any private 
houses, other than such as by law are, or by public authority shall be 
appointed, nor shall be wittingly present at any of them, under pain of 
suspension for the first fault, of excommunication for the second, and of 
deposition from the ministry for the third. Neither shall any Minister 
not licensed, as is aforesaid, presume to appoint or hold any Meetings 
for Sermons, commonly termed by some, Prophecies or Exercises, m 
market towns or other places, under the said pains : nor without such 
licence to attempt upon any pretence whatsoever, either of possession or 
obsession, by fasting and prayer to cast out any devil or devils, under 
pain of the imputation of imposure or cosenage, and deposition from 
the ministry. 
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XXXIII.— Mmist&s not te told Private Conventicles. 

Forasmuch as 'all conventldes and secret; meetings of Priests and 
Ministers, have been ever justly accounted very hurtful to the state 
tf^^Ohurch wherein tljey live: We do lipw ordain and consti- 
tute, That no Priests or Ministers of the Word of God, nor any other 
persons,' shall meet together in any private house, or elsewhere, to con- 
sult upon any matter or course to be taken by them, or upon their mo- 
tion or .direction by any other, which may any way tend to the impeach- 
t^g.ir .depraving of the doctrine of the Church of England, or of the 
Boot pf Common Prayer,. or of anypart of the government and discipline 
now established in the Church of England, under pain of excommunica- 
tion tpwyocfo. 

-'. ; LXXIV. — Decency in Apparel enjoined to Ministers. 

"the true, ancient and flourishing Churches of Christ being ever de- 
sirous that their prelacy and clergy might be had as well in outward 
reverence, as otherwise regarded for the worthiness of their ministry, 
did think it fit by a prescript form of decent and comely apparel, to have 
them known to the people, and thereby to receive the honour and esti- 
matkui due to the special messengers and Ministers of Almighty God: 
Wfe. .therefore following their grave judgment, and the ancient custom 
of the Church of England, and hoping that in time new-fangleness of 
ape^ret in some factious persons will die of itself, do constitute and ap- 
ppin^, That the Archbishop and Bishops shall not intenpit to use the 
accustomed apparel of their degrees. Likewise all Deans, Masters of 
Colleges, Archdeacons and Prebendaries in Cathedral and Collegiate 
Churches (being Priests or Deacons) Doctors in Divinity, Law and 
Physic, Bachelors in Divinity, Masters of Arts and Bachelors of Law 
having any ecclesiastical living, shall usually wear gowns with standing 
collars, and sleeves strait at the hands, or wide sleeves as is used in the 
Universities, with hoods or tippets of silk or sarcenet, and square caps. 
And that all other Ministers admitted or to be admitted into that func- 
tion,' shall also usually wear the like apparel as is aforesaid, except tip- 
pets only. We do further in like manner ordain, that all the said 
ecclesiastical persons above-mentioned, shall usually wear in their jour- 
nies cloaks with sleeves, commonly called priests' cloaks, without guards, 
welts, long bottons or cuts. And no ecclesiastical person shall wear 
a^BV/^if or wrought nightcap, but only plain nightcaps of black silk, 
gatmer velvet, in all which particulars concerning the apparel here 
prpicribed, ^ur meaning is not to attribute any holiness or special wor- 
thiness to* the said garments but for decency gravity, and order, as is 
Bj^te specified. In private houses, and in their studies, the said per- 
feC#& fcccjesiastical may use any comely and scholar-like apparel, provided 
that It De not cut or pink't ; and that in public they go not in their 
doublet and hose, without coats or cassocks : and that they wear not any 
light eelcmred stockings. Likewise poor beneficed men and curates (not 
being £ble to provide themselves long gowns) may go in short gowns, of 
tW&shk)ri aforesaid. 

LXXV. — Sober Conversation required in Ministers. 
-No ecclesiastical person shall at any time, other then for their honest 
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necessities, resort to any taverns or alehouses, neither shall they board 
or lodge in any such places. Furthermore, they shall not give them- 
selves to any base or servile labour, or to drinking or riot, spending their 
time idly by day or by night, playing at dice, cards or tables, or any 
other unlawful game : but at all times convenient, they shall hear or 
read somewhat of the Holy Scriptures, or shall occupy themselves with 
some other honest study or exercise, always doing the things which shall 
appertain to honesty, and endeavouring to profit the Church of God, 
having always in mmd that they ought to excel all others in purity of 
life, and should be examples to the people to live well and christianly, 
under pain of ecclesiastical censures to be inflicted with severity ac- 
cording to the qualities of their offences. 

LXXVL — Ministers at no time to forsake their Calling. 

No man being admitted a Deacon or Minister, shall from thenceforth 
voluntarily relinquish the same, nor afterward use himself in the course 
of his life, as a layman, upon pain of excommunication. And the names 
of all such men so forsaking their calling, the Churchwardens of the 
parish where they dwell shall present to the Bishop of the Diocese, or 
to the Ordinary of the place, having episcopal jurisdiction. 



SCHOOL-MASTERS. 



LXXVII. — None to teach School without Licence. 

No man shall teach either in public school, or private house, but such 
as shall be allowed by the Bishop of the Diocese, or Ordinary of the 
place under his hand and seal, being found meet as well for his learning 
and dexterity in teaching, as for sober and honest conversation, and also 
for right understanding of God's true religion, and also except he shall 
first subscribe to the first and third Articles before-mentioned simply, 
and to the two first clauses of the second Article. 

LXXVIII. — Curates desirous to teach, to be Licensed before others. 

In what Parish Church or Chapel soever there is a Curate which is a 
Master of Arts, or Bachelor of Arts, or is otherwise well able to teach 
youth, and will willingly so do, for the better increase of his living, and 
training up of children in principles of true religion: We will and ordain, 
That a Licence to teach youth of the parish where he serveth, be granted 
to none by the Ordinary of that place, but only to the said Curate. Pro- 
vided always, That this Constitution shall not extend to any Parish or 
Chapel in country towns, where there is a public school founded already: 
in which case we think it not meet to allow any to teach grammar, but 
only him that is allowed for the said public school. 

LXXIX The Duty of School-Masters. 

All School-Masters shall teach in English or Latin, as the children 
are able to bear, the larger or shorter Catechism heretofore by public 
authority set forth. And as often as any Sermon shall be upon Holy 
and Festival days, within the Parish where they teach, they shall bring 
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their scholars to the Church where such Sermon shall be made, and 
there see them quietly and soberly behave themselves, and shall exa- 
mine them at times convenient after their return, what they have borne 
away of such Sermons. Upon other days, and at other times they shall 
train them up with such sentences of holy Scriptures, as shall be most 
expedient to induce them to all godliness : and they shall teach the 
Grammar set forth by King Henry the Eighth, and continued in the 
times of King Edward the Sixth and Queen Elizabeth of noble memory, 
and none other. And if any School-Master being Licensed, and having 
subscribed, as aforesaid, shall offend in any of the premises, or either 
speak, write, or teach against any thing whereunto he hath formerly 
subscribed (if upon admonition by the Ordinary he do not amend and 
reform himself) let him be suspended from teaching School any longer. 



THINGS APPERTAINING TO CHURCHES. 

LXXX. — The great Bible, and Book of Common Prayer, to be had in 

every Church. 

The Churchwardens or Quest-men of every Church and Chapel, shall 
at the charge of the Parish provide the Book of Common Prayer, lately 
explained in some few points by his Majesty's authority according to the 
laws and his Highnesses Prerogative in that behalf, and that with all 
convenient speed, but at the furthest within two months after the pub- 
lishing of these our Constitutions. And if any Parishes be yet unfur- 
nished of the Bible of the largest volume, or of the Books of Homilies 
allowed by Authority, the said Churchwardens shall within convenient 
time provide the same at the like charge of the Parish. 

LXXXI. — A Font of Stone for Baptism in every Church. 

According to a former Constitution, too much neglected in many 
places, we appoint, That there shall be a Font of Stone m every Church 
and Chapel where Baptism is to be ministered ; the same to be set in 
the ancient usual places. In which only Font the Minister shall baptize 
publicly. 

LXXXII. — A decent Communion Table in every Church. 

Whereas we havfe no doubt but that in all Churches within the realm 
of England, convenient and decent Tables are provided and placed for 
the celebration of the holy Communion, we appoint that the same Tables 
shall from time to time be kept and repaired in sufficient and seemly 
manner, and covered in time of Divine Service with a carpet of silk or 
other decent stuff thought meet by the Ordinary of the place, if any 
question be made of it, and with a fair linen cloth at the time of the 
ministration as becometh that Table, and so stand, saving when the said 
holy Communion is to be administered. At which time the same shall 
be placed in so good sort within the Church or Chancel, as thereby the 
Minister may be more conveniently heard of the communicants in his 
prayer and ministration, and the communicants also more conveniently 
and in more number may communicate with the said Minister : and that 
the Ten Commandments be set upon the east end of every Church and 
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Chapel where the people may best see and read the same, and other 
chosen sentences written upon the walls of the said Churches and Cha- 
pels in places convenient : and likewise that a convenient seat be made 
for the Minister to read service in. All these to be done at the charge 
of the Parish. 

LXXX1II. — A Pulpit to be provided in every Church, 

The Churchwardens or Quest-men at the common charge of the pa* 
rishioners in every Church, shall provide a comely and decent Pulpit, to 
be set in a convenient place within the same by the discretion of the 
Ordinary of the place, if any question do arise, and to be there seemly 
kept for the preaching of God's word. 

LXXXIV-— A Chest for Alms in every Church. 

The Churchwardens shall provide and have within three months after 
the publishing of these Constitutions, a strong Chest, with a hole in the 
upper part thereof, to be provided at the charge of the parish (if there 
be none such already provided) having three keys ; of which one shall 
remain in the custody of the Parson, Vicar, or Curate, and the other 
two in the custody of the Churchwardens for the time being : which 
Chest they shall set and fasten in the most convenient place, to the 
intent the parishioners may put into it their alms for their poor neigh- 
bours. And the Parson, Vicar, or Curate shall diligently from time 
to time, and especially when men make their testaments, call upon, ex- 
hort, and move their neighbours to confer, and give as they may well 
spare to the said Chest, declaring unto them, That whereas heretofore 
they have been diligent to bestow much substance otherwise than God 
commanded, upon superstitious uses, now they ought at this time to be 
much more ready to help the poor and needy, knowing that to relieve 
the poor, is a sacrifice which pleaseth God : And that also whatsoever 
is given for their comfort, is given to Christ himself, and is so accepted 
of him, that he will mercifully reward the same. The which alms and 
devotion of the people, the keepers of the keys shall yearly, quarterly, 
or oftener (as need requireth) take out of the Chest, and distribute the 
same in the presence of most of the parish, or six of the chief of them, 
to be truly and faithfully delivered to their most "poor and needy neigh- 
bours. 

LXXXV. — Churches to be kept in sufficient Reparations. 

The Churchwardens or Quest-men shall take care, and provide that 
the Churches be well and sufficiently repaired, and so from time to time 
kept and maintained, that the windows be well glazed, and that the 
floors be kept paved, plain, and even, and all things there in such an 
orderly and decent sort, without dust, or any thing that may be either 
noisome or unseemly, as best becometh the house of God, and is pre- 
scribed in an Homily to that effect. The like care they shall take, that 
the Church-yards be well and sufficiently repaired, fenced and main- 
tained with walls, rails or pales, as have been in each place accus- 
tomed, at their charges unto whom by law the same appertaineth : but 
especially they shall see that in every meeting of the congregation peace 
be well kept, and that all persons excommunicated, and so denounced, 
be kept out of the Church. 
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L.XXXYL— Churches to be surveyed, and the decays certified to the High 

Commissioners. 

Every Dean, Dean and Chapter, Archdeacon, and others which have 
authority to hold ecclesiastical visitations by composition, law or pre- 
scription, shall survey the Churches of his or their jurisdiction, once in 
every three years in his own person, or cause the same to be done, and 
shall .from time to time within the said three years, certify the High 
Commissioners for causes ecclesiastical every year, of such defects in 
any the said Churches, as he or they do find to remain unrepaired, and 
the. names and sirnames of the parties faulty therein. Upon which cer- 
tificate we desire that the said High Commissioners wilier officio mero 
send for such parties, and compel them to obey the just and lawful de- 
crees of such ecclesiastical Ordinaries making such certificates. 

I^XXXVIL — A Terrier of Glebe-lands and other Possessions belonging to 

Churches. 

We ordain, That the Archbishops, and all Bishops within their several 
Dioceses, shall procure (as much as in them lieth) that a true note and 
terrier of all the glebes, lands, meadows, gardens, orchards; houses, 
stocks, implements, tenements, and portions, of tithes lying out of their 
parishes (which belong to any Parsonage, or Vicarage, or rural Pre- 
bend) be taken by the view of honest men in every parish, by the ap- 
pointment of the Bishop, whereof the Minister to be one, and be laid 
up in the Bishop's Registry, there to be for a perpetual memory thereof. 

LXXXVIII. — Churches not to be profaned. 

The Churchwardens or Quest-men and their assistants shall suffer 
no plays, feasts, banquets, suppers, church-ales, drinkings, temporal 
courts or leets, lay-juries, musters, or any other profane usage to be 
kept in the Church, Chapel or Church-yard, neither the bells to be 
rung superstitiously, upon holidays or eves abrogated by the Book of 
Common Prayer, nor at any other times without good cause, to be 
allowed by the Minister of the place, and by themselves. 



CHURCHWARDENS OR QUEST-MEN, AND SIDEMEN OR 

ASSISTANTS. 

» 

LXXXIX. — The Choice of Churchwardens and their Account. 

All Churchwardens or Quest-men in every parish, shall be chosen 
by the joint consent of the Minister and the parishioners, if it may be ; 
but if they cannot agree, upon such a choice, then the Minister shall 
choose one, and the parishioners another ; and without such a joint or 
several choice, none shall take upon them to be Churchwardens, neither 
shall they continue any longer than one year in that office, except per- 
haps they be chosen again in like manner. And all Churchwardens at 
the end of their year, or within a month after at the most, shall before 
the Minister and the parishioners, give up a just account of such money 
as they have received, and also what particularly they have bestowed in 
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reparations, and otherwise for the use of the Church. And last of all, 
going out of their office, they shall truly deliver up to the parishioners 
whatsoever money, or other things, of right belonging to the Church or 
Parish, which remaineth in their hands, that it may be delivered over by 
them to the next Churchwardens by bill indented. 

XC. — The Choice of Side-men and their joint office with Churchwardens. 

The Churchwardens or Quest-men of every parish, and two or three 
more discreet persons in every parish to be chosen for Side-men or 
Assistants, by the Minister and parishioners, if they can agree (other- 
wise to be appointed by the Ordinary of the Diocese) shall diligently 
see, that all the parishioners duly resort to their Church upon all Sun* 
days and Holy days, and there continue the whole time of Divine Ser- 
vice ; and none to walk or to stand idle or talking in the Church, or in 
the Church-yard, or the. Church-porch, during that time. And all such 
as shall be found sla<K or negligent in resorting to the Church (having 
no great or urgent cause of absence) they shall earnestly call upon them: 
and after due monition (if they amend not) they shall present them to 
the Ordinary of the place. The choice of which persons, viz. Church- 
wardens or Quest-men, Side-men or Assistants, shall be yearly made 
in Easter-week. 



PARISH CLERKS. 



XCI. — Parish Clerks to be chosen by the Minister. 

No Parish Clerk upon any vacation shall be chosen within the City of 
London, or elsewhere within the province of Canterbury, but by the 
Parson or Vicar : or where there is no Parson or Vicar, by the Minister 
of that place for the time being ; which choice shall be signified by the 
said Minister, Vicar or Parson, to the parishioners the next Sunday 
following in the time of Divine Service. And the said Clerk shall be of 
twenty years of age at the least, and known to the said Parson, Vicar 
or Minister, to be of honest conversation, and sufficient for his reading, 
writing, and also for his competent skill in singing (if it may be.) And 
the said Clerks so chosen shall have and receive their ancient wages, 
without fraud or diminution, either at the hands of the Churchwardens 
at such times as hath been accustomed, or by their own collection/ ac- 
cording to the most ancient custom of every parish. 



ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS BELONGING TO THE ARCH- 
BISHOP'S JURISDICTION. 

XCII. — None to be cited into divers Courts for Probate of the same Will, 

Forasmuch as many heretofore have been by Apparitors both of infe- 
rior courts, and of the courts of the Archbishop's prerogatives much 
distracted, and diversly called, and summoned for probate of wills, or to 
take administrations of the goods of persons dying intestate, and are 
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thereby vexed and grieved with many causeless and unnecessary trou- 
bles, molestations and expenses : we constitute and appoint, That all 
Chancellors, Commissaries or Officials, or any other exercising ecclesi- 
astical jurisdiction whatsoever, shall at the first charge with an oath all 
persons called, or voluntarily appearing before them for the probate of 
any will, or the administration of any goods, whether they know, or 
(moved by any special inducement) do firmly believe, that the party de- 
ceased (whose testament or goods depend now in question) had at the time 
of his or her death, any goods or good debts in any other Diocese or Dio- 
ceses, or peculiar jurisdiction within that province, then in that wherein 
the' said party died, amounting to the value of five pounds. And if the 
said person cited, or voluntarily appearing before him, shall upon his 
oath affirm ; That he knoweth, or (as aforesaid) firmly believeth, that 
the said party deceased had goods or good debts in any other Diocese 
or Dioceses, or peculiar jurisdiction within the said province, to the 
value aforesaid, and particularly specify and declare the same : then shall 
he presently dismiss him, not presuming to intermeddle with the probate 
of the said will, or to grant administration of the goods of the party so 
dying intestate : neither shall he require or exact any other charges of 
the said parties more than such only as are due for the citation, and 
other process had and used against the said parties, upon their further 
contumacy ; but shall openly and plainly declare and profess, That the 
said cause belongeth to the prerogative of the Archbishop of that pro- 
vince, willing and admonishing the party to prove the said will, or require 
administration of the said goods in the court of the said prerogative, 
and to exhibit before him the said Judge the probate or administration 
under the seal of the prerogative within forty days next following. 
And if any Chancellor, Commissary, Official or other exercising eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction whatsoever, or any their Register shall offend 
herein, let him be ipso facto suspended from the execution of his office, 
not to be absolved or released until he have restored to the party all ex- 
penses by him laid out contrary to the tenor of the premises: and 
every such probate of any testament or administration of goods so 
granted, shall be held void and frustrate to all effects of the law what- 
soever. 

Furthermore, we charge and enjoin, that the Register of every infe- 
rior Judge do without all difficulty or delay, certify and inform the 
Apparitor of the Prerogative Court, repairing unto him once a month 
and no oftener, what Executors or Administrators have been by his said 
Judge for the incompetency of his own jurisdiction, dismissed to the 
said Prerogative Court within the month next before, under pain of a 
month's suspension from the exercise of his office for every default 
therein. Provided, that this Canon or any thing therein contained, be 
not prejudicial to any composition between the Archbishop and any 
Bishop or other Ordinary, nor to any inferior Judge that shall grant any 
probate of testament or administration of goods to any party that shall 
voluntarily desire it, both out of the said inferior court, and also out of 
the prerogative. Provided likewise, that if any man die in itinere, the 
goods that he hath about him at that present, shall not cause his testa- 
ment or administration to be liable unto the Prerogative Court 
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XCIIL— 7fo? Rate of Bona Notabilia liable to the Prerogative Court. 

Furthermore, we decree and ordain, that no Judge of the Archbishop's 
prerogative shall henceforward cite, or cause to be cited em officio any 
person whatsoever to any of the aforesaid intents, unless lie have know* 
ledge that the party deceased was at the time of his death possessed of 
goods and chattels in some other Diocese or Dioceses, or peculiar juris- 
diction within that province than in that wherein he died, amounting to 
the value of five pounds at the least : decreeing and declaring, that whoso 
hath not goods in divers Dioceses to the said sum or value, shall not be 
accounted to have bona notabilia. Always provided, That this clause 
here, and in the former Constitution mentioned, shall not prejudice those 
Dioceses where by composition or custom bona notabilia are rated at a 
greater sum. And if any Judge of the Prerogative Court, or any hU 
Surrogate or his Register or Apparitor, shall cite or cause any person to 
be cited into his court contrary to the tenor of the premises, he shall 
restore to the party so cited all his costs and charges, and the acts and 
proceedings in that behalf shall be held void and frustrate. * Which ex- 
penses if the said Judge or Register or Apparitor- shall refuse accord- 
ingly to pay, he shall be suspended from the exercise of his office until 
he yield to the performance thereof. 

XCI V. — None to be Cited into the Arches or Audience, but dwellers isirtin 

the Archbishops Diocese or Peculiars. 

No Dean of the Arches, nor Official of the Archbishop's Consistory, 
nor any Judge of the Audience, shall henceforward in his own name, or 
in the name of the Archbishop, either ex officio, or at the instance of any 
party, originally cite, summon, or any way compel, or procure to be 
cited, summoned, or compelled any person which dwelleth not within the 
particular Diocese or Peculiar of the said Archbishop, to appear before 
him or any of them for any cause or matter whatsoever belonging to 
ecclesiastical cognizance, without the licence of the Diocesan first had 
and obtained in that behalf, other than in such particular cases only as 
are expressly excepted and reserved in and by a statute anno 23 Hen. 
VIII. cap. 9. And if any of the said Judges shall offend herein, he shall 
for every such offence be suspended from the exercise of his office, for 
the space of three whole months. 

XCV.—The Restraint of Double Quarrels. 

Albeit by former Constitutions of the Church of England, every Bishop 
hath had two months' space to inquire and inform himself of the suffi- 
ciency and qualities of every Minister, after he hath been presented unto 
him to be instituted into any Benefice : yet for the avoiding of sonle in- 
conveniences, we do now abridge and reduce the said two months unto 
eight- and-twenty days only. In respect of which abridgment, we- do 
ordain and appoint, that no double Quarrel shall hereafter be granted out 
of any of the Archbishop's Courts at the suit of any Minister whoso- 
ever, except he shall first take his personal oath, that die said eight-and- 
twenty days, at the least, are expired after he first tendered his presen- 
tation to the Bishop, and that he refused to grant him institution there- 
upon : or shall enter bonds with sufficient sureties to prove the same to 
be true, under pain of suspension of the grantor thereof from the exe- 
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cution of his office, for half a year toties quoties to be denounced by the 
said Archbishop, and nullity of the double Quarrel aforesaid, so unduly 
procured, to all intents and purposes whatsoever. Always provided, that 
within the said eight-and-twenty days, the Bishop shall not institute any 
other to the prejudice of the said party before presented, sub poena 
nullitatis. 

XC VI. — Inhibitions not to be granted without the subscription of an 

Advocate. 

That the jurisdictions of Bishops may be preserved (as near as may 
be) entire and free from prejudice, and that for the behoof of the sub- 
jects of this land, better provision be made that henceforward they be 
not grieved with frivolous and wrongful suits and molestations : It is 
ordained and provided that no Inhibition shall be granted out of any 
court belonging to the Archbishop of Canterbury at the instance of any 
party, unless it be subscribed by an advocate practising in the said court : 
which the said advocate shall do freely, not taking any fee for the same, 
except the party prosecuting the suit, do voluntarily bestow some gra- 
tuity upon him for his counsel and advice in the said cause. The like 
course shall be used in granting forth any Inhibition at the instance of 
any party by the Bishop or his Chancellor against the Archdeacon, or 
any other person exercising ecclesiastical jurisdiction: And if in the 
Court or Consistory of any Bishop there be no advocate at all, then 
shall the subscription of a proctor practising in the same Court be held 
sufficient. , 

XC VII. — Inhibition not to be granted until the Appeal be exhibited to 

the Judge. 

It is further ordered and decreed, That henceforward no Inhibition be 
granted by occasion of any Interlocutory Decree, or in any cause of cor- 
rection whatsoever, except under the form aforesaid : And moreover, 
that before the going out of any such Inhibition, the appeal itself, or a 
copy thereof (avouched by oath to be just and true) be exhibited to the 
Judge, or his lawful Surrogate, whereby he may be fully informed, both 
of the quality of the crime, and of the cause of the grievance, before 
the granting forth of the said Inhibition. And every Appellant or his 
lawful Proctor shall before the obtaining of any such Inhibition, show 
and exhibit to the Judge or his Surrogate in writing, a true copy of those 
acts wherewith he complaineth himself to be aggrieved, and from which 
he appealeth, or shall take a corporal oath that he hath performed his 
diligence, and true endeavour for die obtaining of the same, and could not 
obtain it at the hands of the Register in the country, or his deputy, ten- 
dering him his fee. And if any Judge or Register shall either procure 
or permit any Inhibition to be sealed, so as is said, contrary to the form 
and limitation above specified, let him be suspended from the execution 
of his office, for the space of three months : if any Proctor, or other 
person whatsoever by his appointment, shall offend in any of the pre- 
mises, either by making or sending out any Inhibition, contrary to the 
tenor of the said premises, let him be removed from the exercise of his 
office, for the space of a whole year without hope of release or restoring. 
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XCVIIL — Inhibitions not to be granted to factious Appellants, unless they 

first subscribe. 

Forasmuch as they who break the laws cannot in reason claim any 
benefit or protection by the same : We decree and appoint, That after 
any Judge ecclesiastical hath proceeded judicially against obstinate and 
factious persons, and contemners of Ceremonies, for not observing the 
rites and orders of the Church of England, or for contempt of public 
prayer, no Judge ad quern shall admit or allow any his or their appeals, 
unless he having first seen the original appeal, the party appellant do 
first personally promise and avow, that he will faithfully keep and observe 
all the rites and ceremonies of the Church of England, as also the pre- 
script form of Common Prayer, and do likewise subscribe to the three 
Articles formerly by us specified and declared. 

XCIX. — None to marry witfiin the Degrees prohibited. 

No person shall marry within the degrees prohibited by the laws of 
God, and expressed in a table set forth by authority in the year of our 
Lord God 1563 ; and all marriages so made and contracted, shall be 
adjudged incestuous and unlawful, and consequently shall be dissolved as 
void from the beginning, and the parties so married shall by course of 
law be separated. And the aforesaid table shall be in every Church 
publicly set up and fixed at the charge of the parish. 

C. — None to marry under Twenty-one years, without their Parents 9 consent. 

No children under the age of one and twenty years complete, shall 
contract themselves or marry without the consent of their parents, or 
of their guardians and governors, if their parents be deceased. 

CI. — By whom Licences to marry without Banns shall be granted, and 

to what sort of persons. 

No faculty or licence shall 6e henceforth granted for solemnization of 
matrimony betwixt any parties, without thrice open publication of the 
banns according to the Book of Common Prayer, by any person exer- 
cising any ecclesiastical jurisdiction, or claiming any privileges in the 
right of their Churches ; but the same shall be granted only by such as 
have episcopal authority, or the Commissary for Faculties, Vicars-gene- 
ral of the Archbishops and Bishops sede plena, or sede vacante, the guar- 
dian of the Spiritualities, or Ordinaries exercising of right episcopal 
jurisdiction in their several jurisdictions respectively, and unto such per- 
sons only as be of good state and quality, and that upon good caution 
and security taken. 

CIL — Security to be taken at the granting of such Licences, and under 

what Conditions. 

The Security mentioned shall contain these conditions : First, that at 
the time of the granting every such licence, there is not any impediment, 
of pre-contract, consanguinity, affinity, or other lawful causes to hinder 
the said marriage. Secondly, that there is not any controversy or suit 
depending in any Court before any ecclesiastical Judge touching any 
contract or marriage of either of the said parties with any other. Thirdly, 
that they have obtained thereunto the express consent of their parents 
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(if they be living) or otherwise of their guardians or governors. Lastly, 
that they shall celebrate the said matrimony publicly in the parish church 
or chapel where one of them dwelleth, and in no other place, and that 
between the hours of eight and twelve in the forenoon. 

CIIL — Oaths to be taken for the Conditions. 

For the avoiding of all fraud and collusion in the obtaining of such 
licences and dispensations: We further constitute and appoint, That 
before any licence for the celebration of matrimony, without publication 
of banns be had or granted, it shall appear to the Judge by the oaths of 
two sufficient witnesses, one of them to be known either to the Judge 
himself, or to some other person of good reputation then present, and known 
likewise to the said Judge, that the express consent of the parents or 
parent, if one be dead, or guardians or guardian of the parties is there- 
unto had and obtained. And furthermore, that one of the parties per- 
sonally swear, that he belie veth there is no let or impediment of pre- 
contract, kindred, or alliance, or of any other lawful cause whatsoever, 
nor any suit commenced in any ecclesiastical court, to bar or hinder the 
proceeding of the said matrimony, according to the tenor of the afore- 
said licence. 

CIV. — An Exception for those that are in Widowhood. 

If both the parties which are to marry, being in widowhood, do seek 
a faculty for the forbearing of banns, then the causes before-mentioned 
requiring the parents' consents, may be omitted ; but the parishes where 
they both dwell shall be expressed in the licence, as also the parish 
named where the marriage shall be celebrated. And if any Commissary 
for faculties, Vicars-general, or other the said Ordinaries shall offend in 
the premises, or any part thereof, he shall for every time so offending, 
be suspended from the execution of his office for the space of six months ; 
and every such licence or dispensation shall be held void to all effects 
and purposes, as if there had never been any such granted, and the par- 
ties marrying by virtue thereof, shall be subject to the punishments which 
are appointed for clandestine marriages. 

C V. — No Sentence for Divorce to be given upon the sole confession of the 

parties. 

Forasmuch as matrimonial causes have been always reckoned and re- 
puted amongst the weightiest, and therefore require the greater caution 
when they come to be handled and debated in judgment, especially in 
causes wherein matrimony having been in the church • duly solemnized, 
is required upon any suggestion or pretext whatsoever to be dissolved or 
annulled : We do straitly charge and enjoin, that in all proceedings to 
divorce and nullities of matrimony, good circumspection and advice be 
used ; and that the truth may (as far as is possible) be sifted out by the 
deposition of witnesses, and other lawful proofs and evictions, and that 
credit be not given to the sole confession of the parties themselves, how- 
soever taken upon oath either within or without the court. 

C VI. — No Sentence for Divorce to be given but in open Court. 

No sentence shall be given either for separation a thoro et mensa, or 
for annulling of pretended matrimony, but in open court, and in the seat 
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of justice, and that with the knowledge and consent either of the Arch- 
bishop within his Province, or of the Bishop within his Diocese, or of 
the Dean of the Arches, the Judge of the Audience of Canterbury, or 
of the Vicars-general, or other principal officials, or sede vacant* of the 
Guardians of the Spiritualities, or other Ordinaries to whom of right it 
appertained, in their several jurisdictions and courts, and concerning 
them only that are then dwelling under their jurisdictions. 

CVII. — In alt Sentences for Divorce, Band to be taken for not marrying 

during each others life. 

In all sentences pronounced only for Divorce and Separation a thoro 
et mensa, there shall be a caution and restraint inserted in the act of the 
said sentence, that the parties so separated, shall live chastely and con- 
tinently ; neither shall they, during each other's life, contract matrimony 
with other person. And for the better observation of this last clause, 
the said sentence of Divorce shall not be pronounced, until the party or 
parties requiring the same, have given good and sufficient caution and 
security into the court, that they will not any way break or transgress 
the said restraint or prohibition. 

CVIII. — The penalty for Judges offending in the Premises. 

And if any Judge giving sentence of Divorce or Separation, shall not 
fully keep and preserve the premises, he shall be by the Archbishop of 
the Province or by the Bishop of the Diocese, suspended from the ex- 
ercise of his office for the space of a whole year, and the sentence of 
Separation so given contrary to the form aforesaid, shall be held void to 
all intents and purposes of the law, as if it had not at all been given or 
pronounced. 



ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS BELONGING TO THE JURIS- 
DICTION OF BISHOPS AND ARCHDEACONS, AND THE 
PROCEEDINGS IN THEM. 

CIX. — Notorious Crimes and Scandals to be certified into Ecclesiastical 

Courts by Presentment. 

If any offend their brethren either by adultery, whoredom, incest or 
drunkenness, or by swearing, ribaldry, usury, or any other uncleanness 
and wickedness of life, the Churchwardens or Quest-men and Side-men 
in their next presentment to their Ordinaries, shall faithfully present aD 
and every of the said offenders, to the intent that they and every of 
them may be punished by the severity of the laws, according to their 
deserts ; and such notorious offenders shall not be admitted to the holy 
Communion till they be reformed. 

CX. — Schismatics to be presented. 

If the Churchwardens, or Quest-men or Assistants, do or shall know 
any man within their parish or elsewhere, that is a hinderer of the 
Word of God to be read or sincerely preached, or of the execution of 
these our Constitutions, or a sautor of any usurped or foreign power by 
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the laws of this realm justly rejected and taken away, or a defender of 
Popish and erroneous doctrine : they shall detect and present the same 
to the Bishop of the Diocese or Ordinary of the place, to be censured 
and punished according to such ecclesiastical laws as are prescribed in 
that behalf. 

CXI*— Disturbers of Divine Service to be presented. 

In all visitations of Bishops and Archdeacons, the Churchwardens or 
Quest-men and Side-men shall truly and personally present the names of 
all those which behave themselves rudely and disorderly in the church, 
or which by untimely ringing of bells, by walking, talking, or other noise 
shall hinder the Minister or Preacher. 



CXII. — Not Communicants at Easter to be presented. 

The. Minister, Churchwardens, Quest-men and Assistants of every 
Parish Church and Chapel, shall yearly within forty days after Easter 
exhibit to the Bishop or his Chancellor, the names and surnames of all 
the Parishioners, as well men as women, which being of the age of six- 
teen years, received not the Communion at Easter before. 

CXIII. — Ministers may present 

Because it often cometh to pass, that the Churchwardens, Side-men, 
Quest-men, and such other persons of the laity as are to take care for the 
suppressing of sin and wickedness in their several parishes, as much as 
in them lieth ; by admonition, reprehension, and denunciation to their 
Ordinaries, d* forbear to discharge their duties therein, either through 
fear of their superiors, or through negligence, more than were fit, the 
licentiousness of these times considered : we ordain, that hereafter every 
Parson and Vicar, or in the lawful absence of any Parson or Vicar, then 
their Curates or Substitutes may join in every presentment with the 
said Churchwardens, Side-men, and the rest above mentioned at the 
times hereafter limited, if they the said Churchwardens and the rest 
will present such enormities as are apparent in the parish : or if they 
will not, then every such Parson and Vicar, or in their absence as 
aforesaid, their Curates may themselves present to their Ordinaries at 
such times, and when else they think it meet, all such crimes as they 
have in charge, or otherwise, as by them (being the persons that 
should have the chief care for the suppressing of sin and impiety 
in their parishes) shall be thought to require due reformation. Pro- 
vided always, that if any man confess his secret and hidden sins to 
the Minister for unburthening of his conscience, and to receive spiritual 
consolation and ease of mind from him, we do not any way bind the 
said Minister by this our Constitution, but do strictly charge and admo- 
nish him that he do not at any time reveal and make known to any per- 
son whatsoever, any crime or offence so committed to his trust and 
secrecy (except they be such crimes as by the laws of this realm his 
own life may be called into question for concealing the same) under pain 
of irregularity. 
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CXIV. — Minister* shall present Recusants. 

Every Parson, Vicar or Curate, shall carefully inform themselves 
every year hereafter, how many Popish recusants, men, women and 
children above the age of thirteen years ; and how many being popishly 
given (who though they come to the Church, yet do refuse to receive 
the Communion) are inhabitants, or make their abode either as sojourn- 
ers or common guests in any of their several parishes, and shall set down 
their true names in writing, (if they can learn them) or otherwise such 
names as for the time they carry, distinguishing the absolute recusants 
from half recusants : and the same so far as they know or believe so dis- 
tinguished and set down under their hands, shall truly present to their 
Ordinaries before the feast of the Nativity next ensuing, under pain of 
suspension to be inflicted upon them by their said Ordinaries, and so 
every year hereafter upon the like pain, before the feast of Saint John 
the Baptist. Also we ordain, that all such m Ordinaries, Chancellors, 
Commissaries, Archdeacons, Officials, and all other ecclesiastical officers 
to whom the said presentments shall be exhibited, shall likewise within 
one month after the receipt of the same, under pain of suspension by 
the Bishop from the execution of their offices for the space of half a 
year (as often as they shall offend therein) deliver them, or cause to be 
delivered to the Bishop respectively ; who shall also exhibit them to the 
Archbishop within six weeks, and the Archbishop to his Majesty within 
other six weeks after he hath received the said presentments. 

CXV. — Ministers and Churchwardens not to be sued for Presenting. 

Whereas for the reformation of criminous persons and disorders in 
every Parish, the Churchwardens, Quest-men, Side-men and such other 
Church Officers are sworn, and the Minister charged to present as well 
the crimes and disorders committed by the criminous persons, as also 
the common fame which is spread abroad of them, whereby they are 
often maligned and sometimes troubled by the said delinquents or their 
friends : we do admonish and exhort all Judges both ecclesiastical and 
temporal, as they regard and reverence the fearful judgment seat of the 
highest Judge, that they admit not in any of their courts, any complaint, 
plea, suit or suits, against any such Churchwarden, Quest-men, Side-men 
or other Church Officers, for making any such presentments, nor against 
any Minister for any presentment that he shall make : all the said present- 
ments tending to the restraint of shameless impiety, and considering 
that the rules both of charity and government do presume that they did 
nothing therein of malice, but for the discharge of their consciences. 

CXVL — Churchwardens not bound to present oftener than twice a year. 

No Churchwardens, Quest-men or Side-men of any Parish, shall be 
inforced to exhibit their presentments to any having ecclesiastical juris- 
diction, above once in every year, where it hath been no oftener used, nor 
above twice in any Diocese whatsoever, except it be at the Bishop's 
visitation. For the which presentments of every parish church or chapel, 
the register of any court where they are to be exhibited, shall not re- 
ceive in one year above four-pence, under pain for every offence therein, 
of suspension from the execution of his office for the space of a month 
toties quoties. Provided always, that as good occasion shall require, it 
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shall be lawful for every Minister, Churchwardens and Side-men, to pre- 
sent offenders as oft as they shall think meet. And likewise for any 
godly disposed person, or for any ecclesiastical Judge, upon knowledge 
or notice given unto him or them, of any enormous crime within his 
jurisdiction, to move the Minister, Churchwardens or Side-men, as they 
tender the glory of God and reformation of sin, to present the same, if 
they shall find sufficient cause to induce them thereimto, that it may be 
in due time punished and reformed. Provided, that for these voluntary 
presentments, there be no fee required or taken of them under the pain 
aforesaid. 

CXVII. — Churchwardens not to be troubled for not presenting oftener than 

twice a year. 

No Churchwardens, Quest-men, or Side-men shall be called or cited, but 
only at the said time or times before limited, to appear before any eccle- 
siastical Judge whosoever, for refusing at other times to present any 
faults committed in their parishes, and punishable by ecclesiastical laws. 
Neither shall they nor any of them, after their presentments exhibited 
at any of those times, be any further troubled for the same, except upon 
manifest and evident proof it may appear, that they did then willingly 
and wittingly omit to present some such public crime or crimes as they 
knew to be committed, or could not be ignorant that there was then a 
public fame of them, or unless there be very just cause to call them for 
the explanation of their former presentments. In which case of wilful 
omission, their Ordinaries shall proceed against them in such sort as in 
causes of wilful perjury in a Court Ecclesiastical it is already by law 
provided. 

CXVIII. — The old Churchwardens to make their Presentments before the 

new be sworn. 

The office of all Churchwardens and Side-men shall be reputed ever 
hereafter to continue until the new Churchwardens that shall succeed 
them, be sworn, which shall be the first week after Easter, or some week 
following, according to the direction of the Ordinary. Which time so 
appointed, shall always be one of the two times in every year, when the 
Minister and Churchwardens, and Side-men of every parish shall exhibit 
to their several Ordinaries, the presentments of such enormities as have 
happened in their Parishes since their last presentments. And this duty 
they shall perform before the newly chosen Churchwardens and Side-men 
be sworn, and shall not be suffered to pass over the said presentments to 
those that are newly come into office, and are by intendment ignorant of 
such crimes, under pain of those censures which are appointed for the 
reformation of such dalliers and dispensers with their own consciences 
and oaths. 

CXIX. — Convenient Time to be assigned for framing Presentments. 

For the avoiding of such inconveniences as heretofore have happened 
by the hasty making of Bills of Presentments, upon the days of the 
visitation and synods, it is ordered, that always hereafter, every 
Chancellor, Archdeacon commissary and official, and every other person 
having ecclesiastical jurisdiction, at the ordinary time when the Church- 
wardens are sworn : and the Archbishops and Bishops when he or they 
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do summon their visitation, shall deliver, or cause to be delivered to the 
Churchwardens, Quest-men and Side-men of every parish, or to some of 
them, such Books of Articles as they or any of them shall require for the 
year following the said Churchwardens, Quest-men and Side-men, to 
ground their presentments upon at such times as they are to exhibit 
them. In which Book shall be contained the form of the oath which 
must be taken immediately before every such presentment : to the intent 
that having before-hand time sufficient, not only to peruse and consider 
what their said oath shall be, but the Articles also whereupon they are 
to ground their presentments, they may frame them at home both ad- 
visedly and truly to the discharge of their own consciences, after they 
are sworn, as become th honest and godly men. 

CXX. — None to be cited into Ecclesiastical Courts by Process of 

Quorum nomina. 

No Bishop, Chancellor, Archdeacon, Official, or other ecclesiastical 
Judge, shall suffer any general processes of Quorum nomina, to be sent 
out of his court : except the names of all such as thereby are to be 
cited, shall be first expressly entered by the hand of the Register, or his 
Deputy, under the said processes, and the said processes and names be 
first subscribed by the Judge, or his deputy, and, his seal thereto affixed. 

CXXL — None to be cited into severed Courts for one Crime* 

In places where the Bishop and Archdeacon do by prescription or 
composition visit at several places in one and the same year, lest for one 
and the self-same fault any of his Majesty's subjects should be challenged 
and molested in divers ecclesiastical courts : we order and appoint, that 
every Archdeacon or his Official, within one month after the visitation 
ended that year, and the presentments received, shall certify under his 
hand and seal, to the Bishop or his Chancellor, the names and crimes of 
all such as are detected and presented in his said visitation, to the end 
the Chancellor shall thenceforth forbear to convent any person for any 
crime or cause so detected or presented to the Archdeacon. And the 
Chancellor within the like time after the Bishop's visitation ended, and 
presentments received, shall under his hand and seal signify to the Arch- 
deacon or his Official, the names and crimes of all such persons which 
shall be detected or presented unto him in that visitation, to the same 
intent as is aforesaid. And if these Officers shall not certify each other 
as is here prescribed, or after such certificate shall intermeddle with the 
crimes or persons detected and presented in each other's visitation ; then 
every of them so offending shall be suspended from all exercise of his 
jurisdiction, by the Bishop of the diocese, until he shall repay the costs 
and expenses which the parties grieved have been at by that vexation. 

CXXII. — No Sentence of deprivation or deposition to be pronounced 

against a Minister, but by the Bishop. 

When any Minister is complained of in any ecclesiastical court be- 
longing to any Bishop of his province for any crime; the Chancellor, 
Commissary, Official, or any other having ecclesiastical jurisdiction to 
whom it shall appertain, shall expedite the cause by processes and other 
proceedings against him ; and upon contumacy for not appearing) 
shall first suspend him, and afterward his contumacy continuing, ex- 
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communicate him. But if he appear and submit himself to the course of 
law, then the matter being ready for sentence, and the merits of his 
offence exacting by law, either deprivation from his Living, or deposition 
from the Ministry, no such sentence shall be pronounced by any person 
whosoever, but only by the Bishop, with the assistance of his Chancellor, 
the Dean (if they may conveniently be had) and some of the Prebend* 
arses, if the court be kept near the cathedral church, or of the Arch- 
deacon if he may be had conveniently, and two other at the least grave 
Ministers and Preachers to be called by the Bishop, when the Court is 
kept in other places. 

C XXIII. — No Act to be sped but in open Court 

No Chancellor, Commissary, Archdeacon, Official, or any other person 
using ecclesiastical jurisdiction whosoever, shall speed any judicial Act, 
either of contentions or voluntary jurisdiction, except he have the ordi- 
nary Register of that court, or his lawful deputy : or if he or they will 
not, or cannot be present, then such persons as by law are allowed in 
that behalf to write or speed the same, under pain of suspension 
ipso facto, 

CXXIV. — No Court to have more than one Seal. 

No Chancellor, Commissary, Archdeacon, Official, or any other exer- 
cising 'ecclesiastical jurisdiction, shall without the Bishop's consent have 
any more seals than one for the sealing of all matters incident to his 
office : which seal shall always be kept either by himself, or by his law- 
ful substitute exercising jurisdiction for him, and remaining within the 
jurisdiction of the said judge, or in the city or principal town of the 
county. This seal shall contain the title of that jurisdiction which every 
of the said judges or their deputies do execute. 

CXXV. — Convenient places to be chosen for the keeping of Courts, 

All Chancellors, Commissaries, Archdeacons, Officials, and all other 
exercising ecclesiastical jurisdiction, shall appoint such meet places for 
the keeping of their courts by the assignment or approbation .of the 
Bishop of the Diocese, as shall be convenient for entertainment of those 
that are to make their appearance there, and most indifferent for their 
travel. And likewise they shall keep and end their courts in such con- 
venient time, as every man may return homewards in as due season as 
may be. 

CXXVL — Peculiar and inferior Courts to exhibit the original Copies of 

Wills into the Bishop's Registry, 

Whereas Deans, Archdeacons, Prebendaries, Parsons, Vicars, and 
Others exercising ecclesiastical jurisdiction, claim liberty to prove the last 
wills and testaments of persons deceased within their several jurisdic- 
tions, having no known nor certain registers, nor public place to keep 
their records in, by reason whereof many wills, rights and legacies, upon 
the death or change of such persons and their private notaries, miscarry 
and cannot be found, to the great prejudice of his Majesty's subjects : 
we therefore order and enjoin, that all such possessors and exercisers of 
peculiar jurisdiction, shall once in every year exhibit into the public 
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registry of the Bishop of the Diocese, or of the Dean and Chapter under 
whose jurisdiction the said Peculiars are, every original testament of 
every person in that time deceased, and by them proved in their several 
peculiar jurisdictions, or a true copy of every such testament examined, 
subscribed, and sealed by the peculiar Judge and his Notary. Otherwise 
if any of them fail so to do, the Bishop of the Diocese or Dean and 
Chapter, unto whom the said jurisdictions do respectively belong, shall 
suspend the said parties and every of them from the exercise of all such 
peculiar jurisdiction, until they have performed this our Constitution. 



JUDGES ECCLESIASTICAL AND THEIR SURROGATES. 

CXXVIL— 7%* Quality and Oath of Judges. 

No man shall hereafter be admitted a Chancellor, Commissary or Offi- 
cial, to exercise any ecclesiastical jurisdiction, except he be of the full 
age of six and twenty years at the least, and one that is learned in the 
civil and ecclesiastical laws, and is at the least a Master of Arts, or 
Bachelor of Law, and is reasonably well practised in the course thereof, 
as likewise well affected, and zealously bent to religion, touching whose 
life and manners no evil example is had, and except before he enter into 
or execute any such office, he shall take the oath of the King's supremacy 
in the presence of the Bishop, or in the open court, and shall subscribe 
to the Articles of Religion agreed upon in the Convocation in the year 
One thousand five hundred sixty and two, and shall also swear that he 
will to the uttermost of his understanding, deal uprightly and justly in his 
office, without respect or favour of reward : the said oaths and subscrip- 
tion to be recorded by a Register then present. And likewise all 
Chancellors, Commissaries, Officials, Registers, and all other that do now 
possess or execute any places of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, or service, 
shall before Christmas next in the presence of the Archbish6p or Bishop, 
or in open court, under whom or where they exercise their offices, take 
the same oaths, and subscribe as before is said ; or upon refusal so to do, 
shall be suspended from the execution of their offices, until they shall 
take the said oaths, and subscribe as aforesaid. 

CXXVHI. — The Quality of Surrogates. 

No Chancellor, Commissary, Archdeacon, Official, or any other person 
using ecclesiastical jurisdiction, shall at any time substitute in their 
absence any to keep any court for them, except he be either a grave 
Minister and a Graduate, or a licensed public Preacher, and a beneficed 
man near the place where the courts are kept, or a Bachelor of Law, or 
a Master of Arts at least, who hath some skill in the civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal law, and is a favourer of true religion, and a man of modest and 
honest conversation, under pain of suspension for every time that they 
offend therein from the execution of their offices for the space of three 
months toties quoties : and he likewise that is deputed, being not qualified 
as is before expressed, and yet shall presume to be a substitute to any 
judge, and shall keep any court as is aforesaid, shall undergo the same 
censure in manner and form as is before expressed. 
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PROCTORS. 

CXXIX. — Proctors not to retain Causes without the lawful Assignment 

of the Parties. 

None shall procure in any cause whatsoever, unless he be thereunto 
constituted and appointed by the party himself, either before the Judge, 
and by act in court, or unless in the beginning of the suit, he be by a 
true and sufficient proxy thereunto warranted and enabled. We call 
that proxy sufficient, which is strengthened and confirmed by some 
authentical seal, the party's approbation, or at least his ratification 
therewithal concurring. All which proxies shall be forthwith by the 
said Proctors exhibited into the court, and be safely kept and preserved 
by the Register in the public registry of the said court. And if any 
Register or Proctor shall offend herein, he shall be secluded from the 
exercise of his office for the space of two months, without hope of re- 
lease or restoring. 

CXXX. — Proctors not to retain Causes without the counsel of an Advocate, 

For lessening and abridging the multitude of suits and contentions, as 
also for preventing the complaints of suitors in courts ecclesiastical, who 
many times are overthrown by the oversight and negligence, or by the 
ignorance and insufficiency of Proctors, and likewise for the furtherance 
and increase of learning, and the advancement of Civil and Canon law, 
following the laudable customs heretofore observed in the courts per- 
taining to the Archbishop of Canterbury, we will and ordain, That no 
Proctor exercising in any of them shall entertain any cause whatsoever, 
and keep and retain the same for two court days, without the counsel 
and advice of an Advocate, under pain of a year's suspension from his 
practice : neither shall the Judge have the power to release or mitigate 
the said penalty, without express mandate and authority from the Arch- 
bishop aforesaid. 

CXXXI. — Proctors not to conclude in any cause without the knowledge of 

an Advocate. 

No Judge in any of the said courts of the Archbishop, shall admit 
any libel, or any other matter, without the advice of an Advocate ad- 
mitted to practise in the same court, or without his subscription : nei- 
ther shall any Proctor conclude any cause depending, without the know- 
ledge of the Advocate retained and feed in the cause : which if any 
Proctor shall do, or procure to be done, or shall by any colour whatso- 
ever defraud the Advocate of his duty or fee, or shall be negligent in 
repairing to the Advocate, and requiring his advice what course is to be 
taken in the cause, he shall be suspended from all practice for the space 
of six months, without hope of being thereunto restored before the said 
term be fully complete. 

CXXXII. — Proctors prohibited the Oath In animam Domini sui. 

Forasmuch as in the probate of testaments and suits for administration 
of the goods of persons dying intestate, the oath usually taken by 
Proctors of courts In animam constituentis, is found to be inconvenient : 
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we do therefore decree and ordain, That every Executor or Suitor for 
administration, shall personally repair to the Judga in that behalf, or his 
Surrogate, and in his own person (and not by Proctor) take the oath 
accustomed in these cases. But if by reason of sickness or age, on any 
just let or impediment, he be not able to make his personal appearance 
before the Judge, it shall be lawful for the Judge (there being faith first 
made by a credible person, of the truth of his said hindrance or impe- 
diment) to grant a commission to some grave ecclesiastical person 
abiding near the party aforesaid, whereby he shall give power and autho- 
rity to the said ecclesiastical person in his stead, to minister the accus- 
tomed oath above mentioned, to the Executor or Suitor for such admi- 
nistration, requiring his said, substitute, that by a faithful and trusty 
messenger he certify the said Judge truly and faithfully what he hath 
done therein. Lastly, we ordain and appoint, That no Judge or Re- 
gister, shall in any wise receive for the writing, drawing, or sealing of 
any such commission, above the sum of six shillings and eightpence ; 
whereof one moiety to be for the Judge, and other for the Register of 
the said court. 

CXXXIII. — Proctors not to be clamorous in Court. 

Forasmuch as it is found by experience, that the loud and confused 
cries and clamours of Proctors in the courts of the Archbishop, are not 
only troublesome and offensive to the Judges and Advocates, but also 
give occasion to the standers by, of contempt and calumny toward the 
court itself: that more respect may be had to the dignity of the Judge, 
than heretofore, and that causes may more easily and commodiously be 
handled and dispatched, we charge and enjoin, That all Proctors in the 
said court do especially intend, that the acts be faithfully entered and 
set down by the Register, according to the advice and direction of the 
Advocate, that the said Proctors refrain loud speech and babbling, and 
behave themselves quietly and modestly ; and that when either the 
Judges or Advocates, or any of them, shall happen to speak, they pre- 
sently be silent, upon pain of silencing for two whole terms then imme- 
diately following every such offence of theirs. And if any of them 
shall the second time offend herein, and after due monition shall not re- 
form himself, let him be far ever removed from his practice. 



REGISTERS. 

C XXXIV. — Abuses to be reformed in Registers. 

If any Register or his deputy, or substitute whatsoever, shall receive 
any certificate without the knowledge and consent of the Judge of the 
Court, or willingly omit to cause any person cited to appear upon any 
court day to be called, or unduly put off, and defer the examination of 
witnesses to be examined by a day set and assigned by the Judge, or 
do not obey and observe the judicial and lawful monition of the said 
Judge, or omit to write, or cause to be written such citations and decrees 
as are to be put in in execution and set forth before the next court day, 
or shall not cause all testaments exhibited into his office to be registered 
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within a convenient time, or shall set down or enact as decreed by the 
Judge any thing false, or conceited by himself, and not so ordered or 
decreed by the Judge, or in the transmission of processes to the Judge 
Ad quern, shall add, or insert any falsehood or untruth, or omit any 
thing therein, either by cunning, or by gross negligence, or in causes of 
instance or promoted of office, shall receive any reward in favour of 
either party, or be of counsel directly or indirectly with either of the 
parties in suit, or in the execution of their office, shall do ought else 
maliciously, or fraudulently, whereby the said ecclesiastical Judge or 
his proceedings may be slandered or defamed : We will and ordain, that 
the said Register or his deputy or substitute, offending in all, or any 
of the premises shall by the Bishop of the Diocese be suspended from 
the exercise of his office, for the space of one, two or three months, or 
more, according to the quality of his offence, and that the said Bishop 
shall assign some other public Notary to execute and discharge all things 
pertaining to his office, during the time of his said suspension. 

CXXXV* — A certain rate of Fees due to all ecclesiastical Officers. 

No Bishop, Suffragan, Chancellor, Commissary, Archdeacon, Official, 
nor any other exercising ecclesiastical jurisdiction whatsoever, nor] any 
Register of any ecclesiastical courts, nor any Minister belonging to any 
of the said officers or courts, shall hereafter for any cause incident to 
their several offices, take or receive any other or greater fees, then such 
as were certified to the most Reverend Father in God, John, late Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, in the year of our Lord 1597, and were by him 
ratified and approved, under pain that every such Judge, Officer or 
Minister offending herein shall be suspended from the exercise of their 
several offices, for the space of six months for every such offence. Al- 
ways provided, that if any question shall arise concerning the certainty 
of the said fees or any of them : then those fees shall be held for law- 
ful, which the Archbishop of Canterbury for the time being shall under 
his hand approve, except the statutes of this realm before made, do 
in any particular case express some other fees to be due. Provided 
furthermore, that no fee or money shall be received either by the Arch- 
bishop, or any Bishop or Suffragan, either directly or indirectly, for ad- 
mitting of any into sacred orders, nor that any other person or persons 
under the said Archbishop, Bishop or Suffragan, shall for parchment, 
writing, wax, sealing, or any other respect thereunto appertaining, take 
above ten shillings, under such pains as are already by law prescribed. 

CXXXVL— A Table of the Rates of Fees to be set up in Courts and 

Registries. 

We do likewise constitute and appoint, That the Registers belonging 
to every such ecclesiastical Judge, shall place two tables, containing 
the several rates and sums of all the said fees : one in the usual place or 
consistory where the court is kept, and the other in his Registry, and 
both of them in such sort, as every man whom it concerneth may with- 
out difficulty come to the view and perusal thereof, and take a copy of 
them ; the same tables to be so set up before the Feast of the Nativity 
next ensuing. And if any Register shall fail to place the said tables 
according to the tenor hereof, he shall be suspended from the execu- 
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tion of his office, until he cause the same to be accordingly done : and 
the said tables being once set up, if he shall at any time remove or 
suffer the same to be removed, hidden, or any way hindered from sight, 
contrary to the true meaning of this Constitution, he shall for every 
such offence be suspended from the exercise of his office for the space of 
six months. 

CXXXVII. — The whole Fees for showing Letters of Orders, and other 

Licences, due but once in every Bishops time. 

Forasmuch as a chief and principal cause and use of visitation is, that 
the Bishop, Archdeacon or other assigned to visit, may get some good 
knowledge of the state, sufficiency and ability of the Clergy, and other 
persons whom they are to visit : we think it convenient, that every Par- 
son, Vicar, Curate, Schoolmaster, or other person licensed whosoever, 
do at the Bishop's first visitation, or at the next visitation after his ad- 
mission, show and exhibit unto him his letters of orders, institution and 
induction, and all other his dispensations, licences or faculties what- 
soever, to be by the said Bishop either allowed, or (if there be just cause) 
disallowed and rejected : and being by him approved, to be as the cus- 
tom is, signed by the Register ; and that the whole fees accustomed to 
be paid in the visitations in respect of the premises, be paid only once 
in the whole time of every Bishop, and afterwards, but half of the said 
accustomed fees, in every other visitation during the said Bishop's con- 
tinuance. 



APPARITORS. 



CXXXVIII. — The Number of Apparitors restrained. 

Forasmuch as we are desirous to redress such abuses and aggrievances 
as are said to grow by Somners or Apparitors ; we think it meet that the 
multitude of Apparitors be (as much as is possible) abridged or restrained: 
wherefore we decree and ordain, That no Bishop or Archdeacon, or their 
Vicars or Officials, or other inferior Ordinaries, shall depute or have 
more Apparitors to serve in their jurisdictions respectively, than either 
they or their predecessors were accustomed to have thirty years before 
the publishing of these our present Constitutions. All which apparitors 
shall by themselves faithfully execute their offices, neither shall they by 
any colour or pretence whatsoever cause or suffer their mandates to be 
executed by any messengers or substitutes, unless it be upon some good 
cause to be first known and approved by the Ordinary of the place. 
Moreover, they shall not take upon themselves the office of promoters 
or informers of the court, neither shall they exact more or greater fees 
than are in these our Constitutions formerly prescribed. And if either the 
number of the Apparitors deputed shall exceed the foresaid limitation, 
or any of the said Apparitors shall offend in any of the premises, the 
persons deputing them, if they be Bishops, shall, upon admonition of 
their superior, discharge the persons exceeding the number so limited : if 
inferior Ordinaries, they shall be suspended from the execution of their 
office until they have dismissed the Apparitors by them so deputed, and 
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the parties themselves so deputed shall for ever be removed from the 
office of Apparitors : and if being so removed, they desist not from the 
exercise of their said offices, let them be punished by ecclesiastical cen- 
sures as persons contumacious. Provided, that if upon experience the 
number of the said Apparitors be too great in any Diocese in the judg- 
ment of the Archbishop of Canterbury for the time being, they shall by 
him be so abridged as he shall think meet and convenient. 



AUTHORITY OF SYNODS. 



CXXXIX. — A National Synod the Church Representative. 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm, That the sacred Synod of this nation 
in the name of Christ, and by the King's authority assembled, is not 
the true Church of England by representation, let him be excommuni- 
cated, and not restored until he repent and publicly revoke that his 
wicked error. 

CXL. — Synods conclude as well the Absent as the Present, 

Whosoever shall affirm, That no manner of person either of the clergy 
or laity, not being themselves particularly assembled in the said sacred 
Synod, are to be subject to the decrees thereof in causes ecclesiastical, 
(made and ratified by the King's supreme authority) as not having 
given their voices unto them ; let him he excommunicated, and not re- 
stored until he repent and publicly revoke that his wicked error. 

CXLI. — Depravers of the Synod censured. 

Whosoever shall hereafter affirm, That the sacred Synod assembled 
as aforesaid, was a company of such persons as did conspire together 
against godly and religious professors of the Gospel: and that therefore 
both they and their proceedings in making of Canons and Constitutions 
in causes ecclesiastical by the King's authority as aforesaid, ought to be 
despised and contemned, the same being ratified, confirmed and enjoined 
by the said regal power, supremacy and authority: let them be excom- 
municated, and not restored until they repent and publicly revoke that 
their wicked error. 
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CONSTITUTIONS AND CANONS 

ECCLESIASTICAL, 



OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 

I. — The King's Supremacy. 

This Canon requires to be slightly altered about the unions with 
Scotland and Ireland, 8cc. 

II. to XII. both inclusive. 

These should be altered, on account of the repeal of the Corpo- 
ration and Test Acts, retaining, however, their affirmative character. 
For example, (3rd,) " The Church of England by law established 
under the King's Majesty, is a true and apostolical church, teaching 
and maintaining the doctrine of the apostles." 



OF DIVINE SERVICE AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE 

SACRAMENTS, 

XIII. — Due celebration of Sundays and Holy Days. 

As in folio Prayer Book, and this to be added, •* Vespers or 
Evensong being concluded, they shall take care, in partaking of 
those recreations and amusements, never intended to be forbidden 
by our Maker, who formed man a social being, and necessary to the 
poor, who are engaged in labour so much ; they shall take care to 
preserve that temperance and sobriety, as well in conversation as 
m sensual enjoyments, which becomes their profession ; never for- 
getting the woes denounced against hypocrisy, and the scandal 
those, bring upon our holy religion, who would go from "the table 
of the Lord to the table of devils." (1 Cor. x. 21.) Concerning 
the Saturday evening service (which shall always take place in 
cathedral and collegiate churches, except when Saturday shall 
happen to be a principal feast day,) strictly a part of the canonical 
Sunday, we recommend all the faithful to consider well the useful- 
ness of its being observed by all so as to make them abstain from 
any thing tending to late hours, so often made an excuse for ne- 
glecting public worship on Sundays ; and of all who can be spared 
in every family in the neighbourhood, setting the example of at- 
tending public worship on that night. Wishing to act by per- 
suasion rather than by compulsion, we only say of parish churches, 
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that there shall be no Saturday evening service, unless upon the 
request to the Bishop of the diocese, of so many of the parishioners, 
members of the Church of England, as, considering the numbers in 
the parish, he shall think a sufficient number to render the measure 
expedient. But nothing herein stated shall be understood to pre- 
vent the minister, if he be so minded* from reading prayers, and 
expounding also, if he think fit, on Saturday evenings, to as small 
a number as may desire it. Also a similar evening service is to be 

Srformed, in the above churches, on the evening before Christmas 
ay, if not a Sunday evening, and the evening before Ascension 
Day, and on any other evening appointed by the civil power. And 
whereas, with other puritanical leaven, a doctrine took possession 
of the minds of some of our clergy, tending most palpably to con- 
found feasts and festivals, which for fifteen hundred years at least, 
including the first ages of the church, has always been very 
different, making Sunday a Sabbath after the Jewish strictness 
about a different day, Saturday ; a doctrine not countenanced by 
any rubric, or any promulgated doctrine of the Church of England, 
to this day ; we enjoin, that, for the future, all such new-fangled 
fancies be disclaimed ; and that fast days be, in future, observed 
more after the ancient sort ; that, at least, Ash Wednesday, Passion 
Week, commencing the eve before Palm Sunday, (which Sunday 
is not to be included, as Sunday was never ', in the primitive church, 
considered a fast day,) and ending on Easter Eve, be observed 
with all cessation of worldly pursuits, and in every respect as be- 
comes a season of humiliation ; and that other fast days be duly 
regarded by all whose worldly circumstances leave them no excuse 
for neglect." * 

* About the Saturday and other evening services, I have supposed the legis- 
lature to interfere, so as to have public-houses and theatres closed on Saturday 
evenings, which is of more importance than closing them on Sunday. The per- 
nicious custom of paying workmen in public-houses, in many instances through 
the landlords giving the masters an interested motive for so doing, has done the 
working classes and society the greatest harm, by tempting them to despise all 
the lessons they previously imbibed, whether of religion in general, or tem- 
perance and frugality in particular ; and I am convinced, that if half the zeal 
had been shown against this that has been shown against some comparatively 
harmless breaches of decorum on Sundays, the Church, at this time, would have 
occupied safer ground. The best remedy is the simplest, viz. to make payments 
in public houses, or near them, (unless on the masters premises, J if the object is 
palpably to evade the enactment, no payments at all in law ; leaving, however, 
(aud tnis is particularly necessary, to prevent masters thinking the fear of dis- 
missal will deter the men from demanding a second time,) the men, or their 
representatives, to sue ever so many years afterwards, the Statute of Limitations, 
or any release the men may have given, notwithstanding, making the proof of 
the place of former payment the only thing necessary. About shutting public 
houses, I would propose, that, in all places, whether there is evening service or 
not, (or else it woula to some be holding out a premium to decline that service,) 
public houses be closed after six on Saturdays, allowing, however, beer to be sent 
out from nine to half-past ten o'clock ; that they be closed on Sundays till one 
o'clock, p. m., and again from three to four, after which that they be allowed to 
be open as on other days, leaving disorderly conduct to be punished by the same 
law which provides* against it for other days. There are several things, perhaps, 

M 



90 

XIV. — The prescript form of Divine Service to be used on Sundays, 
and Holy-days, [and at other times of divine service.] 

A little verbal alteration, and add, " Where the income of the 
Minister is too small to afford it, he shall have an allowance from 
the Ecclesiastical Fund for the musical part of public worship. 
Whenever practicable, (and, in process of time, we fervently hope 
it may be the general rule,) we would strongly recommend the use 
of a small choir, and of cathedral chants, (not including the chant- 
ing of the prayers,) services, and anthems, being deeply convinced 
of the bad con sequences which have arisen from the lamentable 
disregard of this heavenly part of public worship, of which our 
Church must accuse herself. Where choral-music generally is not 

Eracticable we enjoin that the Psalms and Hymns after the Lessons 
e chanted, and that no metrical Hymns or Psalms be used but 
such as are set forth by authority."* 

XV. — The Litany to be read on Wednesdays, Fridays, [and 

Saturdays.'] 

After u particularly," say, " upon Wednesdays and Fridays at 
Morning Prayer, and on Saturdays at both Morning and Evening 
Prayers," and dele " though they be not holy-days," 

XVI. — Colleges to use the prescript form of Divine Service. 

Add, " The cathedral mode of chanting and singing is to be 
observed in all colleges that have, or can afford, a choir.'" 

XVII. — Students in Colleges to wear Surplices in time of Divine 

Service. 

Alter it thus, in the middle, " wear surplices over their gowns 
according to, inc. 9 * as in Canon, to the end. 

in theatres, also, which I might not undertake to vindicate ; but that is no argu- 
ment about the propriety or impropriety of theatrical performances on any 
particular day. Let the law be altered, if there is any impropriety in the practice 
at our theatres to reform ; but surely let not even the city of Rome rise up to 
condemn us at the bar of common sense. In that city, theatres are closed on 
Saturdays, leaving no excuse for late hours and neglect of worship on Sun- 
days ; on the Sunday evening, the religious rites ended, the canonical Lord's 
day indeed ended, those who, from their employments and circumstances, can- 
not afford the time for amusement on any other day, are not forbidden a few 
hours' recreation in the theatre, the dance, v. c, according to their inclinations. 
Surely those, who have nearly the whole of the week for amusements, ought not, 
in common charity, to grudge the poor man the social part of his weekly festival. 
* Without disparagement to several others, of whom I have a high opinion, 
and for whom I have great respect, I must say that, in my judgment, there is 
no one more fit to be consulted, in endeavouring to make an improved selection 
of Hymns and Psalms for churches, than Mr. Hawes of his Majesty's Chapel 
Royal. As to the chanting of the Psalms and Hymns after the Lessons, that, in 
any church, can be done, because it has been, and is now, done in some parish 
churches in London by a few charity children; in the Episcopal Chapels at 
Edinburgh it is the usual mode, except sometimes when services are performed. 
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XVIIl. — A reverence and attention to be used within the Church in 

time of Divine Service. 

A very little verbal alteration in this Canon. 

XIX. — Loiterers not to be suffered near the Church in time of Divine 

Service. 

To be verbally altered. 

XX, — Bread and wine to be provided against every communion, 

land oil for the Visitation of the Sick.] 

To be altered, so as for them to be provided in some other way : 
where livings can afford it, now the Corporation and Test Acts are 
repealed, it had better be at the charge of the Minister. Here I 
may remark, that I can conceive but three ways for an established 
church to permanently stand ; one, when no other church is tole- 
rated ; another, when protected by Corporation and Test Acts, and 
Roman Catholic disabilities ; the third, where neither of these pro- 
tections exist, but where, in consequence, tithes are redeemed, and 
the clergy endowed with land, and all church-rates, or any thing 
tending to clash with Dissenters, are gradually repealed. The last 
only can be our case; therefore I am clearly of opinion, that it is 
the true interest of the clergy (provided the Government is strong, 
and it is a voluntary boon and concession, instead of being wrung 
by force) to abolish church-rates altogether, as soon as each diocese 
can afford it. The loss might soon be provided for by an accumu- 
lating fund. 

XXI. — The Communion to be frequently received. 

After " Minister," alter thus, " the short and long services, on 
the mornings of the principal feast days, and oftener, if so judged 
by the Ordinary ; and all the parishioners . shall be exhorted to 
communicate at the least three times in the year, of which Easter 
to be one. In all cathedral and collegiate churches and chapels, 
the holy communion shall be administered on all principal feast 
days, and on the first Sunday of every, month, except when it is the 
Sunday either before or after a principal feast day, in which case it 
may be dispensed with ; provided that nothing herein contained is 
to be understood as preventing communion much oftener, as was 
the primitive practice, whenever the Ordinary sees a reasonable 
prospect of its tending to serve for edification ; and provided that 
every Minister that," &c. (as in Prayer Book to the end of the 
Canon.) 

XXII. — Warning to be given beforehand for the Communion. 
Altered, so as to leave no compulsion. 
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XXII I. — Students in Colleges to receive the Communion four 

times a year. 

After " halls" say, " on the principal Feast Days, and on the 
first or second Sunday of every month, (not before, or after, a prin- 
cipal Feast Day,) at the least, requiring all the said masters," &c, 
(as in Canon to the end.) 

XXIV. — Copes to be worn at the Altar, and at Choral Funerals. 

In all cathedrals and other churches, each Bishop/ Priest, and 
Deacon, shall provide himself with two copes, one of garter blue 
velvet lined with black silk, (Bishops, Deans, Archdeacons, and 
Chancellors, to be distinguished by borders of gold embroidery, of 
various width, according to the rank of each ;) the other of black 
velvet, (Bishops, and the others aforesaid, to have black silk em- 
broidered borders.) The black copes shall be used at the altar by 
the Epistler and Gospeller, as well as by the principal officiating 
Minister, and, where the Litany is chanted, by the Priests, v. c, 
who chant it, on the 30th of January, on Ash- Wednesday, the eve 
before Palm Sunday, and Passion Week, (not including Palm 
Sunday or Easter Eve, and on general fast days specially ap- 
pointed,) and at Cathedral Funerals, if they be choral, the offici- 
ating Minister shall wear a black cope at that part commencing at 
the grave, and the Minister appointed to throw in the earth snail 
also wear a cope. The blue copes shall be used, in choirs, in chant- 
ing the Litany on the eves before all principal feast days that the 
Litany is used, and, at the altar, on principal feast days, by the 
principal officiating Minister, and by the Epistler and Gospeller ; 
and, at the altar, by the officiating Minister in the afternoon, on 
principal feast days; and on other Sundays, Saints' days, or 
other Communion occasions, by the principal officiating Minister at 
the altar only. They shall not be worn at the short Morning Ser- 
vices, nor in that part of the service preceding the Communion, nor 
in the pulpit by the preacher. In parish churches it shall be suffi- 
cient for the principal officiating Minister to wear a cope on princi- 
pal feast days and principal fast days. In cathedral and col- 
legiate churches, the Holy Communion shall be administered 
sometimes by the Bishop, and sometimes by the Dean, (if the 
Bishop be not the Dean,) and sometimes by a Canon or Prebendary, 
each assisted by the Gospeller and Epistler, according to the adver- 
tisements published, An. 7. Elizabeths ; and all adult members of 
every cathedral, whether clerical or lay, shall receive the Commu- 
nion four times yearly at the least* 

* If the reader should have imbibed a very common prejudice against the an- 
cient use of copes, I would refer him to a work of great merit and research by 
the Rev. Mr. Palmer, of Worcester College, Oxford, on Liturgies and Vestments, 
which no clergyman, I think, ought to be without. The principle of the other 
changes of vestments I have recommended in other Canons, he will also see is 
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XXV. — Surplices, Hoods, Gowns, and Caps. 

On all occasions of Morning, Communion, or Evening Service, 
and of all the occasional offices of the Church, Ministers of all 
churches, and lay Vicars or Vicars choral, and choristers' boys, 
shall proceed to their churches from their homes, v. c. in their re- 
spective gowns (unless in very inconvenient circumstances, to be ac- 
knowledged such by their Ordinary,) either with or without their 
surplices ; and except on certain solemn days, herein to be stated, 
shall, in their*respective churches, wear over their gowns, (not wear 
surplices alone, as, with great disregard of propriety and antiquity, 
has frequently been the practice of some Ministers,) their surplices, 
and those who are graduates their caps and respective hoods, and 
all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons their respective scarfs ; cathedral 
Dignitaries, and Chaplains to the King and Nobility, to wear wide 
and long scarfs stole-wise ; other Priests and Deacons, short and 
narrow ones, the Deacons, however, to wear theirs according to the 
primitive practice, fastened at the left shoulder, and hanging down 
before and behind. Scarfs, given to clergymen at funerals, to be 
worn belt-wise over the right shoulder in addition to their ordinary 
one. Short bands tied round the neck shall also be worn with 
gowns, &c, by all the Clergy, lay vicars, and singing boys. 

And whereas at the Restoration of his Majesty King Charles II. 
and frequently ever since, the new-fangled custom of preaching 
without surplices, introduced by the Puritans (who are so little to 
be relied on as authorities in antiquity, and ecclesiastical history, 
that they actually argued against kneeling at Communion, as not 
the exact original posture, and, not dreaming that the original pos- 
ture was lying on couches, advocated that posture we now call sit- 
ting, to say nothing of their deviating from the original posture in 
prayer,) has too much prevailed ; all preachers, in their own churches, 
shall preach in surplices, except on the under-mentioned days. 

On Ash- Wednesday, and all days upon which the chanting and 
singing is directed to be performed without the organ, no surplices 
shall be used except by the Ministers reading the Morning or 
Evening Prayer, and officiating at the altar ; the other Ministers, 
or lay Vicars, &c, present shall wear black gowns without hoods, 
except the preacher, who shall, if a graduate, wear his hood over 
his gown, without a surplice, on these occasions only. 

XXVI. — Notorious Offenders not to be admitted to the Communion. 

To be verbally altered, more or less, according to the intended 
law for Churchwardens, &c. 

not unsupported. I may, however, add, that I wish the shape of the mitre 
was altered, as it was occasioned confessedly by a wrong translation of a pas- 
sage in Scripture. 
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XXVII.— Schismatics not to be admitted to the Communion. 
To be verbally altered a little. 

XXVIII. — Altered Title instead of " Strangers not to be admitted 
to the Communion." " Non-Communicants not to leave their 
seats till the whole Service is concluded, and receiving in their 
respective parish Churches to be the rather encouraged. 

Whereas a practice, never directed by any Article, Rubric, or 
Canon, has been connived at by the Clergy in prematurely pro- 
nouncing the blessing, of non-communicants leaving the church on 
Sacrament Days directly after the Sermon, a practice only appa- 
rently countenanced by the primitive practice, because we, with oar 
general infant baptism, are not circumstanced as were the primitire 
Christians, whose rules excluded Catechumens from being present 
at the Eucharist, or the repetition of the Lord's Prayer ; for the 
future, all non-communicants shall remain, from which improve- 
ment we expect these good results, viz., that sermons exhorting to 
partake will not so frequently be preached in vain, as example will 
assist precept, and as no man's light will then be '.' hid under a 
bushel," communicants will be more anxious that their conduct, 
both before and after, may be consistent with the exercise of their 
blessed privilege. And we strictly charge all Parish Priests, in 
their private domiciliary visits to their parishioners, to advise them 
not habitually to receive in strange churches, but, when not incon- 
venient, to give the preference to their own parish churches, or to 
their cathedral, which in law is held to be the parish church of 
the whole diocese. 

XXIX. — Children at Baptism to have the number of Sponsors re- 
quired in the Rubric in addition to their Parents, and Sponsors 
to be Communicants. 

The three Godfathers and Godmothers, (two of one, and one of 
the other,) required at Baptism must be in addition to the parents, 
who are the natural sponsors of the infant, as, among other rea- 
sons, a precaution against the child being left an orphan : there* 
fore no parents shall be required to be present ; though, if it is 
more satisfactory to their minds to attend and answer personally 
with the other sponsors, they shall be allowed to do it. And no 
Godfather or Godmother shall be suffered, &c., (to the end of the 
Canon, as in Prayer Book.) The old 30th Canon slightly altered, 
to be made a Rubric for the office of Baptism, and a new one to 
be here inserted.) 

XXX, — Times of Baptism, Churching of Women, and Solemniza- 
tion of Matrimony by Banns, fyc. being performed. 

" Forasmuch as the offices of public Baptism, Churching of Wo- 
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men, and Matrimony, were clearly composed with a view to public 
celebration ; and forasmnch as the more frequent practice of preach- 
ing has tempted many Ministers to perform these offices in private, 
that the congregation might not be too long detained, we appoint 
that these offices shall take place, (some at one service, and some 
at another, as the Minister shall find the time allows,) at the early 
Morning Services on Sundays, immediately after the Gospel, and 
at the week-day Services, immediately after the Second Lesson." 



MINISTERS, THEIR ORDINATION, FUNCTIONS, AND 

CHARGE. 

XXXI. — Time for making of Ministers. 

Altered so as to make the time only once a year, (say the Sunday 
nearest to September 14th, generally a convenient time, the Ember 
Days to be the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday before that Sun- 
day,) reserving, however, a power to individual Bishops to hold an 
extra Ordination at any other period of the year, if there be suffi- 
cient necessity, that extra Ordination to be on a Sunday, and the 
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday before, to be Ember Days only 
in that diocese. And all Ordinations, and Consecrations of Bishops 
to be public, in the cathedral if not manifestly very inconvenient. 

XXXII. — None to be made Deacon and Minister in one day. 
To be verbally altered. 

XXXIII — The Titles of such as are to be made Ministers. 
Verbally altered. 

XXXIV. — The Quality of such as are to be made Ministers. 

Altered so that several of the cathedrals shall, in process of time, 
have a college such as the Reformers seem to have contemplated, 
(Durham, Jirst in so many good works, and therefore a great argu- 
ment in favour of liberal endowments, has already established one,) 
and the others have a free school; and that ultimately one half of the 
newly ordained Ministers shall be taken from University Graduates, 
and the other half from the cathedral Collegians, and that all pa- 
trons, whether public or private, shall be bound to divide the dis- 
posal of their patronage, as equally as possible, between University 
and cathedral College Clergymen ; that thus the church may be 
better supported, being more suitable to all ranks, and the children 
of the poorest peasant, and of the richest duke,* being equally en- 

* It is right to here acknowledge, that I owe some of my ideas, about cathe- 
dral Colleges, expressed in these suggestions, to a valuable article (I forget how 
many months ago) in Fraser's Magazine.— (Luke vii. 22.) 
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couraged to aspire to the highest and best endowed preferments. 
Also there shall, in cathedrals having colleges, be a sufficient num- 
ber of extra Prebendaries, to be Masters, and Professors, &c, of 
the College. 

Moreover, there shall be required, as indispensable qualifications 
in candidates for orders, good testimonials of their having made a 
decent progress in the study of medicine, and of anatomy, and, in 
short, the whole of natural religion ; the first being of great tem- 
poral use to their poor neighbours in many retired country situa- 
tions,* to which they may be appointed ; the latter, that they may 
be the more able to combat the materialist, and other specious argu- 
ments, which they may find sceptics endeavouring to propagate 
among their flocks. 

XXXV. — The Examination of such as are to be made Ministers. 
Altered verbally. 

XXXVI. — Subscription required of such as are to be made Ministers. 

As in Prayer Book, and add, u that he subscribe ; — that he will 
faithfully perform his duty of domiciliary visits to such of the 
parishioners, in whatever parish he may hold cure, as may not 
reject his offer ; — that, in great towns, he will call upon them all 
once in every quarter of the year, and oftener if placed in a rural 
situation ; — that, if ever he has a Curate under him, he will not, by 
his own indolence, cause the parish to derive no advantage from 
that circumstance ; that, on all occasions of his domiciliary visits, 
he will, as a true disciple of Christ, endeavour to confirm what he 
sees good in them, and dissuade them from what he sees to be re- 
prehensible; — that he will encourage them to prefer that Bible 
with Notes, or Explanations, which he conscientiously believes to 
be most in accordance with the sacred volume, and doctrine of the 
Catholic Church ; — that he will not encourage any Bible Society 
which distributes Bibles without Notes to the unlearned, such prac- 
tice, there is too much reason to believe, being calculated to make 
schismatics of some, infidels of others ; — and that he will not, in 
trying to keep his flock from sin, do any thing calculated to drive 
them into that great ally of the devil, a gloomy fanaticism.*" 

XXXVII. — Subscription before the Diocesan. 
Altered verbally. 

XXXVIII. — Revolters after Subscription censured. 
Altered verbally. 

* This idea I have taken from the Scotch Presbyterian Clergy, many of whom, 
from the precarious prospect of obtaining a Church to maintain them, take, as a 
precaution, their degree in medicine. 
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XXXIX. — Cautions for Institutions of Ministers into Benefices. 
Altered verbally. 

XL. — An Oath against Simony at Institutions into Benefices. 
Altered verbally. 

XLI. — Licences for Pluralities of Benefices limited, and Residence. 

No licences or dispensations for the keeping of more benefices 
with cure, than one, shall be granted to any, but such only as shall 
be thought very well worthy for his learning, and very well able 
and sufficient to discharge his duty, — that is, who shall have taken 
the degree of a Master of Arts, at the least, in one of the Uni- 
versities of England or Ireland, or shall be able to produce most 
excellent testimonials from his cathedral college, and be a public 
and sufficient Preacher licensed. Provided always, that he be, by 
a good and sufficient caution or security, bound to make his per- 
sonal residence in each of his said benefices for some reasonable 
time in every year ; and that the said benefices be not more than 
eighty miles apart; and that he have a curate, who shall be a 
Preacher lawfully allowed, and able sufficiently to teach and instruct 
the people resident in each benefice ; and that one of the two bene- 
fices is under the value of five hundred pounds per annum income ; 
And that, when absent, he may be of well-known piety sufficient to 
continue "present in spirit," (1 Cor. v. 3,) by constantly corre- 
sponding with his Curate, and others, as the welfare of his parish- 
ioners may require; and, lastly, that there be not more than ten 
pi u ralis ts of benefices in any one Archdeaconry. We hope, more- 
over, that, in process of time, all benefices, now of a smaller income, 
will, by means of accumulating funds, be raised to 600/. a year 
at the least; and then, perhaps, pluralities of benefices may be 
abolished without much inconvenience, — that is, however, if a suf- 
ficient supply of Curates can be secured without them, for we hold 
it to be of a great advantage to the Church, that all her Ministers 
should, for three years at the leasts be tried in subordinate situa- 
tions before they become eligible for higher and more permanent 
stations. Concerning public hospitality, (which does not absolve 
any man from his duties of private charity,) endowing alms-houses, 
&c, all beneficed men, with livings of the value of 600/. a year, 
and upwards, shall act, with regard to the former, after the pattern, 
but, of course, upon a smaller scale, of the injunctions to Bishops, 
Deans, and Prebendaries, in several subsequent Canons. 

XLII. — Residence of Deans in their Churches. 

For the future the Bishop shall be Dean of his cathedral, and 
only occupy his episcopal chair or throne, upon principal feast- 
days, visitations, and other occasions, when he is there more imme- 
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diately in his capacity of Bishop. He shall appoint his Archdeacons, 
Chancellor of the church, Treasurer, and Praecentor, from among the 
Prebendaries : the principal (if there be more than one) Archdeacon 
shall ex officio be Sub-dean and first Prebendary, and occupy the 
Dean's stall on principal feast-days, and the others before alluded 
to : the Chancellor, and others before-mentioned, shall rank above 
the other Prebendaries, and shall occupy the Dean's and Sub-dean's 
stalls, when both are unavoidably absent on principal feast-days, 
&c, or the latter's, if the Dean only is absent. 

Every Dean, (whether Bishop or not,) Master or Warden, or chief 
governor of any cathedral or collegiate church, shall be resident in 
his said cathedral or collegiate church six-score days, (except he be 
a lord of parliament, when fourscore and ten days shall be held 
sufficient,) conjunctim or divisim, in every year, at the least ; and 
tbey shall continue there in preaching the word of God, and keep- 
ing good hospitality, (occasionally inviting those in even the most 
humble stations, as well as others*) except he shall be otherwise 
let with weighty and urgent causes, (to be approved of by his ordi- 
nary or other lawful authority.) And when he is present, he, with 
the rest of the Canons or Prebendaries resident, shall take special 
care, that the statutes and laudable customs of their church, (not 
being contrary to the word of God, or prerogative royal,) the 
statutes of this realm concerning ecclesiastical order, and all other 
Constitutions now set forth and confirmed by his Majesty's autho- 
rity, and such as shall be lawfully enjoined by the Bishop of the 
diocese, in his visitation, according to the statutes and customs of 
the same church, or the ecclesiastical laws of this realm, be dili- 
gently observed, and that the minor canons, vicars choral, and 
other adult members of their church, be previously examined, that 
they may all possess a considerable knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

Deans (not Bishops) are to be appointed by the mandate of the 
crown. We recommend that, by means of an accumulating fund, 
the minimum income of a non-episcopal Dean, may be eventually 
1,500/. a year ; an Archdeacon Sub-dean, 2,000/. a year ; any other 
Sub-dean, 1,500/. a year ; Canon or Prebendary, 1,000/ a year, ex- 
cept in London and Westminster, Dublin and Durham, in which 
places we would suggest 1,200/. a year to be the minimum income. 

XLIII. — Deans and Prebendaries to preach during their Residence, 

and to keep hospitality. 

The Dean, Master, Warden, or Chief Governor, Prebendaries, and 
Canons, in every cathedral and collegiate church, shall preach 
therein after this order : — on principal feast-days, and the eves be- 
fore, the sermons shall be preached by three of these, (if so many 
be present, otherwise some of the other Prebendaries may preach,) 

* Luke xiv. 12. 
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via. the Dean, Sub-dean, other Archdeacons, Chancellor, Treasurer, 
and Precentor ; on the fifth Sunday of the month by the same ; 
and on other Sundays and holy days, by the three Prebendaries 
then in residence. The preacher, on Saturday evening, or the eve 
before a principal feast-day, shall the next day entertain at dinner 
six poor men and six poor women, at the least, in his own person ; 
the preacher on Sunday morning, or morning of principal feast-day, 
shall entertain all the rest of the dignitaries who may happen to be 
there, the minor canons, organist, and vicars choral; and the 
afternoon preacher shall entertain the chorister boys, together with 
a few children, and their master or mistress, from any schools in 
the vicinity. On feast-days, neither principal nor Sundays, sermon 
in the Communion Service shall be sufficient. The Dean and other 
dignitaries shall keep other good public hospitality during their 
residence, as a model for which, generally, we refer to what has 
never been discontinued at Durham. When any of the dignitaries 
are there at a time not their term of residence, they shall occasion- 
ally preach in those parish churches within a convenient distance, 
and especially in any that they may derive any emolument from, or 
of which they may be the patrons. In case of sickness, Pre- 
bendaries shall, in their residence, procure others of their body to 
preach for them, or minor canons, or licensed preachers, to be ap- 
proved by the Dean. And if any otherwise neglect or omit to sup- 
ply his course, as is aforesaid, the offender shall be lawfully 
punished according to the quality of the offence ; and any Dean or 
Prebendary wilfully abstaining from enforcing the observance of 
residence, preaching, or hospitality, shall ipso facto be suspended 
from his pecuniary emoluments for the space of three months, 
which forfeited emoluments shall be at the disposal of his Majesty's 
Commissioners for ecclesiastical purposes. 

XLIV. — Prebendaries to be Resident upon their Benefices, and 

their Residence in Cathedrals. 

No Prebendaries or Canons, having one or more benefices 
with cure, shall on account of their prebends, absent themselves 
from their benefices more than four months in the year, and shall 
be very careful to maintain efficient Curates in their said bene- 
fices. There shall be twelve Prebendaries in each cathedral, vacan- 
cies to be supplied by the appointment of the Crown, the Bishop, 
the beneficed Clergy of the diocese, and the Curates of the diocese, 
alternately. Three shall come into residence for three months at 
a time : with those exceptions mentioned in the preceding Canon, 
each Prebendary shall be for one month Saturday evening 
Preacher, and preacher for those holydays upon which no after- 
noon Sermon is given ; for one month Sunday morning Preacher ; 
and for one month Sunday evening Preacher: Sub-deans and 
Precentors, may remain half the year ; the others shall not remain 
more than a month at the farthest beyond their term of residence, 
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if they hold any benefice with cure, but shall repair thither or to some 
other charge where the law requireth their presence, there to 
discharge their duties. And the Bishop of the diocese shall see 
the same to be duly performed and put in execution. As soon 
as the Cathedral of St. Paul's, and the Abbey, or Cathedral Church 
of Westminster, can, in the judgment of the King's Minister for 
ecclesiastical affairs, afford it, the twelve parliamentary Prelates of 
the most expensive sees, and with the minimum episcopal incomes, 
shall be always extra Prebendaries, six of St. PauPs, and six of 
Westminster Abbey, with 500/. a-year and a house each, to reside 
concurrently with the other Prebendaries for three months, to share 
with them in the duties of preaching ; but, as regards public hos- 
pitality, to entertain the poor on Sundays, tit addition to the en- 
tertainments of the poor by other Prebendaries, and to entertain 
the choral, and other members of the Church, on four week-dap 
during their residence. And when the new cathedral in South- 
wark, for the diocese of South wark, (or Surrey,) detached from the 
see of Winchester, can afford it, we would recommend, that there 
be attached to it six extra Prebendaries, to be always the six Pre- 
lates of Convocation, not in Parliament, with the most expensive 
duties. And whereas the Master of Pembroke College, Oxford ; of 
Catherine Hall, Cambridge; the Provost of Oriel College, Oxford; 
the Regius Professor of Divinity, Oxford ; the Margaret Professor 
of Divinity, Oxford ; and the Regius Professor of Hebrew, Ox- 
ford, have been accustomed to hold stalls ex-officio 9 they shall for 
the future be extra Prebendaries (subject to the like duties witk 
the extra Prebendaries'of St. PauFs) of Christ Church Oxford, and 
of Ely ; the Master of Catherine Hall, Cambridge, to be Preben- 
dary of Ely, the others of Christ Church. 

XLV. Beneficed Preachers being Resident upon their Livings , to 

preach frequently. 

Every beneficed Preacher, residing on his benefice, having no 
lawful impediment, shall, in his own cure, frequently read and 
preach ; and if he has a Curate, he shall occasionally preach in any 
churches and chapels in his neighbourhood, wherein he shall 
soberly and sincerely divide the Word of Truth to the glory of God, 
and to the best edification of the people. Here it is right to remind 
preachers most earnestly, that they are to " take care to preach no 
other doctrine than that contained in the Scriptures, and what the 
Catholic Fathers and ancient Bishops have collected from those 
Scriptures."* Where preachers find it necessary to confirm the 
weak and wavering, or to reclaim the sceptic, by using those means 
referred to in the thirty-fourth Canon, they shall endeavour to show 
the perfect analogy that exists, through those parts of Revelation 
made stumbling-blocks of themselves, between revealed and 

• Canons of 1571. 
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natural religion ; they shall show, that in every part of the animal, 
vegetable, and moral world, though there is so much to admire, there 
is a reverse side, in which, with our limited faculties, we shall in vain 
endeavour to satisfactorily reconcile nature, except in connexion with 
a state of probation, with our ideas of divine goodness and wis- 
dom ; that in vain may the Deist, whose reason he affects is dis- 
gusted with the notion of " the just suffering for the unjust," and 
several other peculiarities in the Christi&n doctrines, endeavour to 
find out why the Supreme Being he calls All-wise, and of infinite 
goodness, has allowed such a principle of the strong persecuting 
the weak, to pervade the animal world ; why, instead of the re- 
volting sight of beasts of prey being carnivorous, they are not or- 
dained to live upon vegetable matter ; why, to mention here a very 
weUJcnown, though small instance, the Omnipotent Creator did not 
prefer the cat peaceably eating vegetables with the mouse, whose 
prolific nature he might again have curtailed, to supersede the only 
reason, apart from revealed religion, we can discover, for the pre- 
sent instinct of its natural enemy ; that in vain may he ask why, in 
both the animal and vegetable world, all, however beautiful, how- 
ever useful, is subject to unsightly and offensive corruption ; that 
in vain may he attempt to unravel the mystery of so much vice pros- 
pering, and so much virtue going unrewarded, nay, seeming to incur 
misery sometimes. Thus shall they show the Deist, that in consis- 
tency, if he will not embrace Christianity, he is bound to go further, 
for that objections similar to his objections to the Gospel, might be 
urged with stronger force against natural religion. They shall then 
show him, that he is still as far as ever from a satisfactory con- 
clusion by turning Atheist, or, as the modern phrase is, Philoso- 
phical Materialist ; that only one side of nature is beautiful, and 
that only in religious communities can it be made to appear, that 
the temporal interest of any man will be more likely to be promoted 
by following virtue than by following vice ; that it is true, that this 
may always be said of some few things, such as temperance pro- 
moting health, and frugality comfortable circumstances in old age; 
but that, in the Materialist economy, there is no binding induce- 
ment to men to abhor oppression, avarice, or selfishness, or many 
other things inconsistent with a benevolent character. They shall 
show them from the wonders of nature, the absurdity, the unrea- 
sonably credulous belief in mystery, of attempting to account for so 
many palpable designs without a designer, and try to convince 
them, that to believe in the existence of a Supreme Governor of the 
world, though such an existence without beginning is very won- 
derful, even if possible to conceive, is a small matter compared to 
attempting to account for all around us upon Materialist principles, 
such as the necessity, as their term is, for that law of matter which 
causes the infant's teeth to be formed in the gums, and stops their 
proceeding further, while their doing so, would be manifestly in- 
convenient, or that law of vision, which causes the sensation to be as 
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single in seeing with two eyes as with one ;* and many other things 
which will occur to him who has not studied anatomy in vain. In 
short, with the exception of accidental death, it may be shown to 
be as wonderful, on Materialist principles, that we ever die, as that 
we live so long, seeing that, commencing upon the principle of 
constantly throwing off, and receiving new supplies of, matter, we 
should seem to have been formed for immortality. Let them ask 
the Materialist to account, if he can, for the cause of the origin 
of that gradual deviation from the law of infant matter, without 
which there would be neither decay nor old age ; to explain also 
why it is the law of our matter, that hair and nails should grow both 
in the growing, and in the full-grown, body ; why, without an in- 
telligent mind to weigh the conveniences and inconveniences, our 
bodies do not go on growing till they reach the clouds, or those depo- 
sitions in our arteries, or whatever they mention to account for stop- 
page of growth do not also similarly affect the hair and nails. 
Having brought the sceptic back to Deism, where, if he be candid 
and intelligent, he will acknowledge he can find no meet rest- 
ing-place for the sole of his foot ; let them proceed to show the 
reasonableness of accepting the Christian doctrine, first, by what 
are called the evidences of Christianity ; and here we would re- 
mark upon the high value of Paley's " Hora Paulina" whether 
separately, or in conjunction with his " Evidences/' which latter 
ought never to be alone relied upon.f Secondly, by the doctrines 
themselves, which, if they made doubt impossible^ could not be 
suited to our present state, which is one of faith and probation, not 
of knowledge; and, thirdly, by proving, that without some pros- 
pect beyond the grave, all here would to the thinking mind be 
vanity and vexation of spirit, except in some few cases perhaps of 
great prosperity, With that certainty of soon leaving it, which old 
age announces, being very remote. When, from being a philoso- 
pher, " falsely so called," (1 Tim. vi. 20,) they have by fair 
" persuasion," (2 Cor. v. 11,) or argument, conducted him to 

* We see by instances of fever and intoxication, that a double sensation is 
possible ; it is true, that we call it the effect of disorder ; but I can conceive no- 
thing but its being the will of a Supreme Being, sufficient to account for the dis- 
order not being the natural state, and vice versa. 

t I have never met a Deist, or Materialist, who could resist that part of 
Paley's " Hora Paline," upon the question of the imposture of the Christian 
story ; but I have known some, who tried to escape complete conviction by 
the argument of Christ and his apostles being under a delusion. Now, there 
is one miracle, that of our Lord walking on the sea, which, 1 think, ought to 
decide the whole question of delusion. To suppose such convenient coincidences of 
delusion, and of time, as for one man to fancy ne could, and did, walk upon* the 
sea, twelve men or more, to fancy they saw him, for one of those twelve to fancy 
he walked to the thirteenth, them to tancy they walked back to the eleven, those 
eleven fancying they witnessed such coming back to the ship, is without parellel 
in the history of delusion from fever, or insanity, and downright incredible ; there- 
fore these things actually happened, or the three Evangelists who recorded them, 
and also the others for not contradicting their statement, were lying impostors, 
who circulated what they knew to be a falsehood. 
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that true philosophy, which alone can give the mind satisfaction 
and consolation, they will have, not to fully explain all things, (for 
that, with our present limited faculties, would be as absurd as to 
think we could derive any thing but confusion from staring at the 
sun at noon day,) but to show some advantages which may be 
derived (perhaps chosen partly on that account) from those fea- 
tures in both revealed and natural religion, which weak or bad 
men so often take occasion to cavil against. * Thus the coward 
and the blood-thirsty may be shown that he degrades himself to the 
level of beasts of prey; the ungrateful may be shown, that he 
stands condemned by the dog ; the impatient under afflictions, that 
he is condemned by the despised ass; the intemperate, that he 
may bring on diseases, which will reduce him to the level of the 
most hated vermin ; the vain, from person, or acquirements, may 
be shown the once beautiful ingredients of which the dung-hill is 
composed. And in revealed religion, they will have to show the 
splendid examples of virtue, which arise from the mode of re- 
demption adopted ; in which we do not see, as it were, an example 
of one giving largely, but yet so from his superfluities, as not to 
materially interfere with his own comfort ; but we see, as it were . 
one so sincerely benevolent as to be content to forego for a time, 
every thing of personal comfort and pomp, to serve his fellows, 
though they, at the time, are so ungrateful, that he has not where 
to lay his head ; they will also have to show, from the worldly dis- 
interestedness of our Saviour and his apostles, the sublime example 
of not hesitating a moment which to choose, when our temporal in- 
terests' and our religious duties clash; and from their sufferings, 
and patience under them, they will teach them, though praying that 
the cup of affliction may not be their lot, to add a sentiment of re- 
signation to the divine will, and not to be tempted to think that 
God had left or forsaken them, if, in his wise plan of providence, 
he should allow adversity to overtake them. There remain two 
other points, to which the attention of preachers must be drawn. 

1. Many become sceptics from the apparent contradictions, and 
sometimes apparent impossibilities, which they meet with in the 
sacred books ; and this is not all, for some lay hold of any ambi- 
guous passages in support of the wildest fanaticism, such as taking 
the 15th verse of the 2nd chapter of the 1st Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, which refers exclusively to judgment of doctrine, not of 

9 1 have hinted at the reverse side of Nature, which Materialists find it con- 
venient to forget. Now taking both sides of the picture in connexion with a state of 
probation, and a future and more perfect state of existence, reason may endure 
it on many accounts, some of which I have mentioned ; but taking Nature as our 
summum bonum, as our Alpha and Omega, our god (for the Materialist makes her 
his god) to reward virtue and punish vice, which she by no means invariably 
does, instead of considering Nature as the creation of a Supreme Being from 
inert matter, what, in the most disgusting of the superstitions of Hindostan, is 
more unphilosophical. The cat pounces upon the weaker mouse, to punish the 
latter for following the impulse of its natural appetite, and this is the god of the 
Materialists! 
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men; and from it attempting to justify their uncharitable judgment 
of their neighbours, forbidden in the Sermon on the Mount, and in 
many other places, and particularly in the 14th chapter of St. 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans. Preachers should therefore be 
very cautious, when they are alluding to any part of Scripture, to 
try to recollect if any other part apparently militates against their 
argument, and by comparing spiritual things with spiritual, (1 Cor. 
ii. 13,) and always trying to give a common sense interpretation of 
any passage, to clear up the difficulty, remembering that the duties 
of Christian faith and obedience are declared by the apostle, 
(Romans xii. 1,) to be a " reasonable service." Let them study 
the Scriptures well, and they will not fail to see how mistaken is the 
policy of those, who think some apparently difficult passages had 
better not be alluded to, for they will reflect that the faith of their 
hearers is more likely to be shaken by their leaving them a prey to 
their own fanciful interpretations, if their eye happens to meet 
them. 

2. The other point is, that a common taunt of the infidel is, to 
ask what moral good Christianity has after all effected. The well 
informed preacher will be at no loss to remember the answer of 
Paley, and others, to this. But more should be said, because every 
sincere Christian must regret, that, now in the nineteenth century, 
there should still be so much nominal, and lukewarm, religion 
among those who profess faith in Christ, and so much hypocrisy 
and fanaticism, so calculated to tempt other men to be sceptics, 
that one might almost suspect that it was a cunning device of the 
enemy. They should never cease to impress upon the minds of their 
hearers, that each individual has an important talent committed to 
him, and that the practical and sincere part for each individual, is 
to do all he can to improve his own talents, and to pray for the 
Divine blessing upon his exertions and example. And they should 
remind their hearers also, that they should not allow the considera- 
tion of there being so much wickedness in the world to create any 
misgivings in their minds of the truth of their religion, seeing that time 
is not with our eten.al Creator as with us, (2 Peter iii. 8, 9,) and that, 
if k Christianity may be said, with reference to its effects upon the 
hearts of men, to be still in its swaddling clothes, (which it cannot 
be fairly said to be,) we ought to remember it is not now, old as it 
is in one sense, of half the number of years that it may be said to 
have been in the womb, viz. from the delivery of the promise that 
the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent's head, (Gen. iii. 
15,) to the birth of our Saviour. 

And here we cannot omit expressing our humble hope that a 
brighter era is beginning to dawn upon us, that, for the future, the 
Clergy of the diffent branches of the catholic church will advocate 
real, not nominal discipline ; and we cannot forbear alluding to the 
great probability which for some time has been apparent, that our 
All-wise Father will so bring good out of evil, that the number of 
professing Christians will, before the next century, be more than 
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doubled by the destruction of that long tolerated and most impu- 
dent imposture, the doctrine of Mahomet. What a sublime reply 
to the taunts of unbelievers upon the greater numbers of Ma- 
hometans than Christians, (the former ; however, confessedly through 
the power of the sword,) and the length of time the koran has 
retained its influence.* 

XLVI. — Homilies. 

Should it so happen, that, from illness, or other reasonable ex- 
cuse, a sermon cannot be preached by the Minister, the clerk shall 
read one of the homilies prescribed, or to be prescribed, by autho- 



• This Canon I have so much enlarged upon, more for the sake of giving a 
few hints, after great consideration of the matter, to the Clergy, of the sort of 
sermons, which present times require to stop the alarming spreadof avowed, and 
of secret infidelity, which none, who mix much in the world can doubt to exist, 
than for the purpose of making it a perpetual Canon, though for this purpose, no 
alterations occur to me : of that, however, others can better judge. The idea of 
a good deal of it I have taken from the excellent Sermons of Bishop Copleston, 
nearly the only preacher I have heard, who seems always to remember that 
there may be infidels among his hearers. I have reason to think that his sermons 
have been highly efficacious, both in staggering some, who thought themselves 
too firmly fixed in their infidel notions ever to give way, and also in making real 
and sincere believers in others, who before were only nominal, mechanical Chris- 
tians, who scarcely knew more of what they fancied they believed than they did 
of the principles of the least known of the pagan sects. ' Our Saviour says, 
u Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not 
enter therein/' (Mark x. 15,} In the case of those of a timid temperament, and 
who are not calculated to go deep into any question, merely quoting this verse may 
sometimes seem to do a great deal, but in the case of the deeply read, and contem- 
plative Deist, or Materialist, who is probably still closer wedded to his theory, from 
that theory agreeing more nearly with his political predilections than the Chris- 
tian kingdom, (or doctrine,) which is u not of this world," that is, which obliges 
us in temporal matters to obey whatever principalities or magistrates we may find 
set over us; — in such a case it is true that we must get him to enter the kingdom 
of God (or embrace the gospel) as a little child, (or in a spirit of meekness,) or 
we can never make him enter therein ; and what way can be so effectual as to 
show him, by comparing Christianity with natural religion, and with nature 
without religion, that what he thinks an unreasonably imperative condition is 
compatible with the soundest philosophy ; that, take what subject he will in 
philosophy or science, he can only embrace the system before him by entering in 
as a little child ; that is, by throwing aside all pride, and humbly acknowledging 
that, though he understands enough to justify his belief in such and such conclu- 
sions, still that at every turn he meets with something mysterious, something be- 
yond a conclusive explanation according to the rules of scepticism generally adopted 
against Christianity r In a word, I am convinced, that if our Clergy would more 
generally adopt the style of the distinguished Prelate I have above mentioned, so 
many of our youth would not fall an easy prey to thejirst plausible infidel they 
might happen to converse with, as most would then be able to follow the excellent 
plan of St. Peter against the attacks of seducers, viz. to " be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that asketh them a reason of the hope that is in 
them with meekness and fear,*' or, in other words,' not presuming to pretend to 
explain those secret things, however firmly they may think it reasonable to be- 
lieve them, which, till a future state of being, when our faculties will be enlarged, 
" belong only to the Lord." (Deut xxix. 29.) 
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rity, or, if he be in Deacon's orders, he may, if prepared, preach a 
sermon himself. (Note. —A new set of homilies are much wanted.) 

XLVII. — Absence of beneficed men to be supplied by Curates, 
To be altered in accordance with Canon 44. 

XLVIII. — None to be Curates but allowed by the Bishop. 
Altered verbally a little. 

XLIX. — Ministers, not allowed Preachers, may not expound. 
The altered 46th Canon makes this one useless. 

L. — Strangers not admitted to preach without showing their Licence. 
As in Prayer Book. 

LI. — Strangers not admitted to preach in Cathedral Churches 

without sufficient Authority. 

Altered verbally. 

LII. — The names of strange Preachers to be noted in a Book. 
As in Prayer Book. 

LIIT. — No public opposition between Preachers. 
Altered verbally. 

LIV. — The Licence of Preachers refusing Conformity to be Void. 
As in Prayer Book. 

LV. — The Form of a Prayer to be said by Preachers before 

their Sermons. 

Altered into the form now usual, and add, that this form be con- 
fined to the principal feast days, and other great occasions. For 
other occasions, substitute the choice of one of these Collects, (and 
the Lord's Prayer,) the Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent, 
for the Third Sunday in ditto, for St. Peter's Day, for St. Bartho- 
lomew's Day, (changing " thine Apostle Bartholomew," to " thine 
Apostles/') and for St. Simon and St. Jude's Day. 

LVL— Preachers and Lecturers to read Divine Service, and ad- 
minister the Sacraments twice a year at the least. 

Altered verbally a little. 
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LVII. — The Sacraments not to be refused at the hands of [Ministers, 
who, through age or infirmity, have discontinued Preaching.] 

Altered to correspond with the alteration in the title. 

LVIII. — Ministers not Graduates, to wear black hoods. 

Every Minister, who is not a Graduate, shall wear with his sur- 
plice, and upon other occasions when Graduates wear hoods, a 
decent hood of plain black silk.* 

LIX. — Ministers to Catechize on Sundays. 

■ 

In every parish church, where there is a school connected with 
it, shall the scholars, of both sexes, be examined in their Cate- 
chism, by the Minister before evening prayer on six Sundays at 
the least, some of which Sundays to be in Lent, and some in Advent. 
And likewise shall he, at the same time, examine in their Cate- 
chism any children, servants, and apprentices, whom those over 
them may bring, or send, for that purpose. And if any Minister 
neglect his duty herein, let him, for the first offence, be reproved 
by his Bishop, suspended for the second, and excommunicated till 
he be reformed for the third. 

LX. — Confirmation to be performed once in three years. 
As in Prayer Book. 

LXI. — Ministers to prepare Children for Confirmation. 
As in Prayer Book. 

LXII. — Ministers not to marry any persons without Banns, or 

Licence. 

(Altered verbally,) and instead of "between the hours of eight and 
twelve in the forenoon," say " between the hours of eight in the 
forenoon and twelve at noon, if the marriage is by banns, and 
between the hours of eight in the morning and sunset, if the mar- 
riage is by licence ; provided always that marriage by licence shall 
not entitle the parties to have the solemnity performed later than 
three in the afternoon without the consent first obtained of the Mi- 
nister to a further postponement." 



* In this suggested Canon, I suppose the black hoods of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, substituted for some other colours, which would be desirable for these 
reasons : They look inferior in dignity to some below them ; and they art 
scarcely distinguished over black gowns, so that, to a stranger, a Bachelor of 
Divinity might pass for a Non-graduate. There are many beautiful hoods that 
might be chosen instead, such as crimson, green, blue linen with white, &c. &c 
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LXII1. — Ministers of Exempt Churches not to marry without 

Banns, or Licence. 

To be altered, so as to abolish all Peculiars, except the Royal 
Chapels, and any others, to which the objections to Peculiars in 
general do not apply. 

LX1V. — Ministers solemnly to bid Holy Days. 

Altered verbally, as the censure would be a pretty long lecture in 
the case of such a man as Doctor Free. 

LX V. — Ministers solemnly to denounce Recusants and Excommuni- 
cates. 

m 

This must be expunged, or very much altered, so as to apply to 
excommunicated Ministers, or other officers of the church ; as now 
so many different sects are tolerated, which was never contemplated 
by the framers of the Canons. 

LXVI. — Ministers to confer with Recusants. 

This Canon must also be altered ; but it may be made a good one, 
80 far as using judicious means to prevent and lessen dissent. 

LXVI I. — Ministers to visit the Sick. 
To be altered verbally a little. 

LXVIII. — Ministers not to refuse to Christen or Bury. 

This Canon must be altered, there being such a contradiction be- 
tween it and the civil law. No one is more convinced than I am, that 
heresy and schism, (making proper allowance, with St. Augustine, for 
ignorance from education, mental weakness, or want of opportunity 
of embracing the truth,) are grave offences; and therefore I would 
not, at a funeral, advocate any Minister seeming to regard them 
with indifference. Also though, from the laxity of modes of think- 
ing in the present age, excommunication is little regarded, except 
from any worldly inconvenience, I think nothing can be easier 
deduced from the New Testament Scriptures, and the practice of 
the first ages of the Universal Church, that the Church possesses 
the power of excommunicating for various causes. But, in the 
case of Dissenters brought for burial, I think the Clergy may, with- 
out compromising their principles, perform the usual office without 
remark, charitably assuming the possibility that the deceased may, 
before he expired, have repented of his schism ; for they have, in 
the New Testament, one instance of most distinguished acceptance 
with God before baptism, viz. in the case of Cornelius, (Acts x. ;) — 
we may say, indeed, without baptism ; for had Cornelius died after 
the vision, and before St. Peter's arrival, we cannot doubt his sal- 
vation just the same, for we are expressly told that God had 
" cleansed" him, that he was no longer therefore to be considered 
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" common and unclean," or a heathen, though ostensibly so. And 
here I may add, that this chapter alone is sufficient to assure us, 
with reference to the attacks that are sometimes made upon the 
damnatory clauses of the Athanasian Creed, that in it, as well as 
in our Saviour's words, exceptions are to be understood, some of 
which may be virtuous heathen, who, through the Divine mercy, 
may be held to be " cleansed,' 1 or believers.. It is true that Corne- 
lius believed in the true God ; but we must remember that he had 
the advantage of that being suggested to his mind by being so 
much thrown in the way of Jews (" of good report among the na- 
tion of the Jews," verse 22 ;) this alone could not be the cause of 
the favour he received, or at all events, unless we conclude that, 
with more confined opportunities of acquiring knowledge, his 
prayers, such as he had been taught to make, and his aims, were 
accepted on account of his honest heart through the merits of 
him, who, we are told in the catechism, redeemed " all man- 
kind." But I do not see how we can dissent from the conclu- 
sion, that Cornelius's Unitarian belief is insufficient in the case of 
one, who, from his natural understanding, his education, and his- 
opportunities of investigating, might have embraced the true 
faith. 

LXIX. — Ministers not to defer Christening, if the Child be in 

danger. 

As in Prayer Book. 

LXX. — Ministers to keep a Register of Christenings, Weddings, 

and Burials. 

Some verbal alterations wanted ; and, among the rest, " every 
Sabbath Day" should be changed to " Sunday," or " Lord's Day, 
as the term " Sabbath Day" was evidently put in involuntarily, and 
would not have been allowed to stand, had it been observed by the 
members of Convocation. I cannot conceive many affecting to 
doubt this, as the terms " Sunday," and " Lord's Day," are so 
carefully preserved, in, / believe, every other part of these Canons, 
and throughout all the directions, and rubrics, in the Prayer Book. 

LXXI.— Ministers not to Preach or Administer the Communion 

in Private Houses. 

Altered so as to allow noblemen, and others who are entitled to 
domestic chaplains, to have private chapels in their houses, and con- 
stant service therein ; and allowing domestic chaplains for actual 
service, and private chapels, to all, who can satisfy the Bishop of 
their ability to maintain them decently. This, perhaps, would not 
often be taken advantage of at present; but it would be a boon to 
some invalids, and I am convinced there would be sound policy in 
allowing it, and that, in this respect, Roman Catholics have a great 
advantage over us, and that their Priests know it to be so. 
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LXXII. — Ministers not to appoint public or private Fasts or 
Prophecies, or to Exorcise, but by authority. 

Title altered, and a little alteration in the Canon. 

LXXIII. — Ministers not to hold Private Conventicles* 
A little verbal alteration. 

LXX1V. — Decency in Apparel enjoined to Ministers. 

The true, ancient, and flourishing churches of Christ being ever 
desirous that their Prelacy, and Clergy, might be had, as well in 
outward reverence, as otherwise regarded for the worthiness of their 
ministry, did think fit, by a prescript form of decent and comely 
apparel, to have them known to the people, and thereby receive the 
honour and estimation due to the special Messengers and Ministers 
of Almighty God : we, therefore, following their grave judgment, 
and the ancient custom of the Church of England, do constitute 
and appoint, that all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, do not intermit 
to use their respective apparel, as herein under-mentioned, viz. that 
Archbishops, Bishops, Deans, Masters or Wardens, Archdeacons, and 
Chancellors, wear coats with standing collars, after the fashion 
usually worn for many years past by Bishops ; that, in private so- 
ciety, Bishops, when not in mourning, wear purple coats, with waist- 
coats and breeches of black silk or satin ; that all Clergymen wear, 
at all times, black knee-breeches; and that those who do not ordi- 
narily wear shoe-buckles, do not fail to wear them in full dress ; 
that all Ministers wear no boots whatever but those generally called 
Bishops' boots, that is, long black boots up to the knee-band ; that 
all Ministers discard that unbecoming ana " new-fangled" fashion 
of starched high shirt-collars; but that they wear plain white 
stocks, buckled behind, or cravats of as similar appearance as may 
be ; that all Clergymen (except those whose hair is considerably 
grey, and who may use their own discretion) wear, at all times, 
hair-powder; that they abstain from wearing wigs in imitation of 
natural hair, but that those who choose to wear wigs, wear only 
those similar (without any tails) to the wigs of Scotch Judges ; 
(Bishops to wear only, if they wear not wigs with their gowns, 
those wigs called Bishops'* wigs ;) that all Bishops, with their robes 
of all kinds, always wear wigs of the fashion afore parenthetically 
said; that all Deans, Masters or Wardens, Archdeacons, and 
Chancellors, wear, with their robes of all kinds, wigs of the Scoth 
Judges' fashion aforesaid; that all Bishops wear a gold medal, 
with, for a device, a figure of the Holy Bible surmounted with the 
cross, and having under the royal crown and sceptre, and the 
episcopal mitre and crosier, suspended round their neck after 
the fashion of officers of the orders of knighthood, from a purple 
riband two inches and a half wide, (Archbishops three inches,) 
except at Court on Collar Days, in cathedrals on principal Feast 
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Days, in the Universities on what are called Scarlet Days, and 
with full-dress convocation robes, when it is to be suspended by 
a gold chain ; (Archbishops to have a chain of six ounces more 
weight than the Bishops;) that all Deans not Bishops, Masters or 
Wardens, Archdeacons, and Chancellors of Churches, wear a gold 
medal with a black riband, and chain of half gold and half silver; 
that, for devices, the medals to be as aforesaid, only instead of the 
mitre and crosier, Deans, Masters or Wardens, and Archdeacons 
and Chancellors, to have the representation of their respective 
churches, and two keys crossed ; that they never appear in public 
without these medals, only that in undress they may be worn over 
the waistcoat ; and that all the Prelates, Chancellors, Deans, and 
Registrars, of orders of knighthood may be excused from wearing, 
with their respective ribands, the professional riband aforesaid, but 
may substitute a small riband, with the medal attached, fastened 
by a gold buckle to the left side of the ribands of their respective 
orders; that silk collars and sleeves to the full-dress coats with 
gowns, be forthwith disused, and that plain single-breasted black 
cloth coats with standing collars be substituted ; that none, under 
the degree of Doctor in Divinity, except Bishops, Deans, Masters 
or Wardens, Archdeacons and Chancellors, wear cassocks with 
their gowns; that the short cassock be altogether discontinued ; 
that no Clergyman wear full sleeve gowns, but those entitled to 
them by their degrees ; that all others wear black gowns of the 
fashion consistent with their several degrees, without hoods, except 
on those occasions upon which the Bishops wear their chains ; that 
Non-graduates wear gowns of the same fashion as Bachelors of 
Arts ; that on chain occasions, when the rochet is not worn, Bishops 
wear gowns of purple velvet lined with black silk, Deans, Masters 
or Wardens, Archdeacons, and Chancellors, gowns of 'black velvet, 
and Doctors, of the different kinds, gowns of scarlet cloth ; that 
the rochet of Deans, Masters or Wardens, Archdeacons, and Chan- 
cellors, be like that of Bishops, only the chimere, or back, to be of 
silk instead of satin, and without any train ; that Bishops have 
trains for one train-bearer only on state occasions. Archbishops 
trains for two; that, besides going to churches to officiate in gowns, 
all ministers shall, when not most manifestly inconvenient, wear 
their gowns when attending divine service without taking any 
official part in it; that the full-dress convocation robes be only 
worn in going to, or receiving, the King, or his Commissioners, in 
attending divine service in convocation state, and by the Bishops at 
Court, on the King's and Queen's birth days, with their usual ad- 
dresses, and at coronations ; that in convocation debates the black 
silk sown be worn ; that Bishops, Lords of Parliament, except the 
Reader, wear their rochets only on chain days, that, at other times, 
except when the Parliamentary robes are worn, they appear in their 
black silk gowns and cassocks ; that Bishops, not Lords of Parlia- 
ment, if any are present, shall wear their gowns, except that when 
the King is there they shall wear their rochets ; that with robes of 
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all kinds, the square college cap be worn, only that clergymen 
walking any considerable distance to church, may wear, in so 
walking, their hats with their gowns instead, in which case they 
shall keep their caps at the church, and take them when they get 
there ; that all Bishops and Priests wear, in undress, their hats 
turned up behind, and tied, such as are usually called shovel hats, 
and that of Deacons merely tied up at the sides. In all which par- 
ticulars concerning apparel, our meaning is not to attribute any 
holiness or special worthiness to the said garments, but for decency, 
gravity, and order, as is before specified. But whereas some per- 
sons, either through ignorance, or sophistry, may argue against the 
purple and fine linen, from the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, 
or from the royal colours of purple and scarlet, we reply, by antici- 
pation, that, on those very accounts, together with others, we con- 
tend for the propriety of our selection. Dives was not condemned 
for the colour, or fineness, of his dress, but because, with means to 
procure expensive clothing, and daily sumptuous fare, his selfish- 
ness made him overlook the wants of his less fortunate fellows. 
One use, therefore, among others which we hope may be made of 
the purple and fine linen of our Bishops is, that they may never 
put it on without remembering their fearful responsibility if they 
fail in their duties of preaching and practising benevolence and 
hospitality. Also of the royal colours of purple and scarlet, we 
hope our Clergy will avail themselves to always think of the fidelity 
due to the King of kings, who, if they endure to the end, will, for 
their reward, anoint them kings, as well as priests, to him for ever. 
(Rev. i. 6.) And, if adversity is ever the lot of the Church collec- 
tively, or of any one of her individual Ministers, we hope the re- 
membrance of the example of patience given them by their Divine 
Lord, when a robe of scarlet, or purple, was put on him in cruel 
derision, will make them more determined to preserve that " patience' 1 
in the which, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, they shall assuredly be 
allowed to " possess their souls." (Luke xxi. 19.) # Also we enjoin 
that all Dignitaries of cathedrals shall, under pain of suspension, 
if not Doctors in Divinity, take such degree as soon as University 
rules allow. 

LXXV. — Sober Conversation in Ministers. 

Altered so as to say, " neither shall they board, nor lodge per- 
manently, in any such places," and not so strictly to forbid cards, 
and other innocent amusements, such as, by universal (almost) 
consent, Bishops and Clergymen are allowed to indulge in private 
society. I remember, during the time of George the Third's un- 
happy illness, hearing of three of our Prelates occasionally playing 

* My first intention was, in this Canon, to say nothing of the Episcopal, and 
other distinctions by Medals; but, as several of the Bishops might strongly 
object to the resumption of wigs, and as, if resumed, they may, so injudiciously, 
as I think, while the Bar retains them, be again discontinued, I have thought it 
right not to rely on this distinction. 
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" commerce" and " snip, snap, snorum," with the Princesses; and 
the Bishop of Norwich used to be a great whist player. 

LXXVI. — Ministers at no time to forsake their calling. 
As in Prayer Book. 



SCHOOL MASTERS. 

LXXVII. — None to teach School without Licence. 

LXXVIIL— Curates desirous to teach, to be licensed before others* 

LXXIX. — The Duty of Schoolmasters* 

These three Canons to be altered, in accordance with the repeal 
of the Corporation and Test Acts, and made to apply only to 
Schools connected with the Church, or to be expunged altogether. 



THINGS APPERTAINING TO CHURCHES. 

LXXX. — The great Bible and Book of Common Prayer to be had 

in every Church, 

Altered about " at the charge of the parish," and say " of the 
Minister." 

LXXXI. — A Font of Stone for Baptism in every Church. 
As in Prayer Book. 

LXXXII. — A decent Communion Table in every Church. 

Dele about the Ten Commandments, and substitute something 
else ; and dele about the charge of the parish. 

LXXXIII. — A Pulpit to be provided in every Church. 
Dele about the charge of the parish. 

LXXXIV.— A Chest for Alms in every Church. 
Altered about the parish, and alter about "superstitious uses." 

LXXXV. — Churches to be kept in sufficient Reparation. 

Verbally altered, and dele about excommunicated persons, or say 
" be kept from partaking of the Communion." 



114 

LXXXVI.— Churches to be surveyed, and the Decays certified to the 

High Commissioners. 

Altered verbally. 

LXXXV1I. — A Terrier of Glebe-lands, and other Possessions be- 
longing to Churches. 

Altered verbally. 

LXXXVIII. — Churches not to be profaned. 
Altered verbally. 



CHURCHWARDENS OR QUEST-MEN, AND SIDE-MEN 

OR ASSISTANTS. 

LXXXIX.— The choice of Churchwardens, and their Accounts. 

Altered, in consequence of preceding alterations. I am not sure 
that justice requires that the parishioners should have any choice 
in the Elections, if church-rates are abolished : nor do 1 see that, 
where there is a select vestry, it is of any utility to give it a voice 
in the matter. Perhaps, however, if the choice is solely in the 
Minister, the Bishop, or the Crown, may as well have the power of 
naming one, upon sufficient cause, whether from any previous con- 
duct of the Minister, or character of the Churchwarden named by 
the Minister, appearing to them. And I think, at all events, that 
Churchwardens should be communicants, and bona fide members 
of the Church. 

XC. — The choice of Side-men, and their, joint Office with 

Churchwardens. 

Altered in accordance with the toleration of other sects, and as in 
observations upon preceding Canon. 



PARISH CLERKS, 



XCI. — Parish Clerks to be chosen by the Minister. 

Altered about wages, so as, in time, the minimum to be £100 
a year, and for the preference to be given to Candidates in 
Deacon's orders; and all Clerks, whether in orders or not, to wear 
a gown (like non-graduate Clergymen) and band, and, in church, 
a surplice over it, except on those solemn days mentioned about 
cathedrals.* 

• There here seems to be wanting a Canon about Sextons, Bell-ringers, and 
others employed in churches. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS BELONGING TO THE 
ARCHBISHOP'S JURISDICTION, &c. 

XCII. to CXXVI. {both inclusive.) 



JUDGES ECCLESIASTICAL AND THEI R SURROGATES. 

CXXVII. and CXXVIII. 



PROCTORS. 
CXXIX. to CXXXIII. {both inclusive.) 



REGISTERS. 
CXXXIV. to CXXXVII. {both inclusive.) 



APPARITORS. 

CXXXVIII. 

These forty-seven Canons, relating to the ecclesiastical law 
and courts, and it being so almost universally agreed that the 
whole system of ecclesiastical law courts ought to be immediately 
changed, it is useless, at present, to remark upon them, it being 
much easier to make new ones than mend these. One most mon»- 
strous feature ought to be mentioned — the great expense of Bishops 
doing their duty in prosecuting delinquent clergymen, which is 
tantamount to holding out a premium to Prelates to neglect it 
Archdeacon Berens's plan of courts, somewhat similar to courts 
martial, seems to me well worth trying. 



AUTHORITY OF SYNODS. 

CXXXIX. CXL. and CXLI. — Convocations and Synods. 

These three Canons, in any thing like their present shape, are, 
now that toleration of other sects is allowed, obviously as absurd 
as those before remarked upon. / suggest the following instead. 

There shall be a general Convocation of all the provinces, to 
meet at the beginning of every session of Parliament, to discuss 
such original questions, as his Majesty, by the advice of Parlia- 
ment, has permitted ; and also to hear and to decide appeals from 
the Synods of particular provinces, — appeals not to be allowed, 
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however, except by the sanction of a certain proportion of the 
Synods, as in the first meeting of general Convocation maybe 
agreed upon. The Synod for each province shall meet in the archi- 
episcopal city some time, to be fixed by the Primate thereof, when 
Parliament is not sitting ; to sit for not exceeding fourteen days. 
In general, to save time, both in the general Convocation and the 
Synod, they shall all sit as one house; but upon a certain number 
of Prelates, as the first Convocation shall agree upon, being dis- 
satisfied with any particular decision, they shall be entitled to 
demand that the bishops retire, and form themselves into an upper 
house as to that question, and, after due deliberation, either affirm 
or negative the first decision. The composition of each Convoca- 
tion shall be as follows : — Upon the Feast of the Apostle St. James, 
or the eve before, the Bishop, who ex officio shall always be a mem- 
ber, shall nominate one Archdeacon or Chancellor, the Prebendaries 
one Prebendary, the beneficed clergy of the diocese one beneficed 
Minister, and the Curates one Curate ; to which shall be added one 
master, and one fellow from each of the Universities, the former 
named by the Vice Chancellor^ the latter elected by the fellows of 
the different colleges therein. The Synod shall be formed in a 
similar manner, including only a representation of any university 
within that especial province. Excepting the Archbishop, or Bishop, 
the same individual shall not be elected for both Synod and Con- 
vocation the same year, as that would perhaps draw him too much 
away from other duties. Also, for the same reason, the Convo- 
cation shall endeavour to dispose of the more grave questions 
upon their first meeting, after which, those who come from a dis- 
tance, shall be allowed to vote by proxy the remainder of the 
session, unless any unforeseen case of great importance arises, and 
the members present deem a full attendance necessary, in which 
case a sufficient warning shall be given. When the session of 
Parliament is over, the Convocation shall be prorogued till the 
next session, previously appointing, however, a Committee, or Com- 
mission of twelve Members, residing in or near London, to present 
Addresses from the Provincial Synods, and for other lawful pur- 
poses as the Convocation may appoint. The principal Prelate pre- 
sent shall be President each day of both Convocation and Synod, the 
former to be opened and closed by the King or his Commissioners. 

ADDITIONAL CANON ABOUT THE CONVOCATION. 

The Convocation, and Synods, attending Divine Service. 

The General Convocation shall attend Divine Service at St 
Paul's Cathedral in the usual state, together with his Majesty's 
Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs,* on the first Sunday of their 

• I have all along assumed a Minister of ecclesiastical affairs, proposed by 
various writers, among others in Blackwood, a few years ago, (if I remember 
right.) There are two modes of accomplishing this; one by the creation of a 
Secretary of State for Ecclesiastical Affairs, the other by having a Lord High 
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session, both morning and afternoon, and also upon one of the 
principal feast days, at the least, during their said session, both 
morning and afternoon. And the provincial Synods shall attend 
Divine Service at their respective cathedrals on each Sunday and 
Holy Day during their sessions. The Preachers on all these occa- 
sions to be named by the King's Minister, who shall take them 
alternately from all ranks in the Church. And we further enjoin, 
that, upon all these occasions, the usual Service, only with Re- 
sponses and Psalms as on principal feast days, be performed in 
English, the former practice of Prayers and Sermons, in an " un- 
known tongue," which Latin is to the unlearned part of the public 
who are not> and ought not to be excluded, being, as is well expressed 
in the 24th Article, " repugnant to the Word of God, and the 
custom of the primitive church." 

TWO ADDITIONAL CANONS WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME 

BEFORE THE 31st. 

1. — The mode of Appointing Bishops. 

For the future, in order that the greatest circumspection may 
take place in the choosing of Bishops, we recommend, that the form 
of conge tfelire be disused; and that upon the death of any Pre- 
late, within revert Jays after his funeral, his Majesty's Minister or 
Commissioner, do transmit to the principal Archbishop, the names, 
alphabetically arranged, of six Dignitaries of the Church, Bishops 
among them, or not, as the case may be ; for the Archbishop and 
Bishops to choose three to return, alphabetically arranged, to the 
Crown, as soon as possible ; for the King to nominate one of the 
three to the vacant see, appointments and translations being subject 
to those limitations herein under specified. To prevent delay, 
Bishops who cannot conveniently attend the Election, may send 
written lists to the Archbishop, the latter to have a casting vote 
as well as his own. The restrictions about appointments, and 
translations, are these : — First, none to be so translated as to de- 
scend in rank ; secondly, no Cathedral or University Dignitary to 
be made a Bishop, if under the age of thirty years, or above the age 
of fifty-five years ; thirdly, no Bishop to be translated from one see 
to another, if he is less than forty-eight years, or more than sixty- 
three years of age ;* always provided, however, that these restric- 

Commissioner to rank first below the Lord Chancellor, and to be paid from the 
funds of different dioceses, the same amount, in the aggregate, as that proposed 
for the Primate. I would prefer the latter, as he could then be made to enter- 
tain the clergy, &c, and thus have more opportunities of judging of individuals, 
a course which could not be expected from a Secretary of State. 

* I think it would be only fair to several distinguished Masters of Colleges, 
Masters of Public Schools, &c. &c. of an advanced time of life, whose talents, etc., 
entitle them to aspire to the Prelacy under the present system, to continue the 
present mode of the King naming and translating Bishops of any age, for a year 
or two. I can think of one or two individuals who ought to have been promoted 
long ago. 
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tions shall not be enforced in reference to the small dioceses for the 
encouragement of Colonial and Missionary Ministers, to be specified 
in the following Canon.* 

2. — The Extent of Provinces, and Dioceses, and the Revenues of 

Archbishops and Bishops. 

Forasmuch as the present divisions of provinces, aud sees, have 
been found to be inconvenient with regard to the preservation of 
proper discipline, we recommend that the Bishops of London and 
Worcester be made Archbishops, giving them for provinces, in ad- 
dition to their own dioceses, as herein undermentioned. We also 
recommend that the foundation may be laid for eventually making 
each county, and each riding of Yorkshire, a separate diocese, that 
in such dioceses as can afford it, as London, Durham, Winchester, 
Salisbury, &c, such sub-division be immediately made ; that also 
several very small dioceses, with cathedrals in them, such as, for 
examples, the cities of Bristol and Rochester,f which two can be 
taken to begin with, be set apart as rewards for colonial and mis- 
sionary Clergymen of fifteen years 1 service, and for Chaplains of 
gaols of five years' service ; and that, in appointing the Bishops 
and Cathedral Dignitaries in such dioceses, it shall be the practice 
to give the preference at all times to such colonial and missionary 
Clergymen, and late or present Chaplains of gaols, circumstanced as 
above, who can produce good testimonials in regard to their wor- 
thiness, if there are any among the candidates ; and we further 
recommend that, in such small dioceses, there may be an accumu- 
lating fund made, to, after endowing the bishopric and cathedral 
sufficiently, purchase advowsons to be used in favour of the said 
colonial and other Ministers as above-mentioned; in the mean- 
time, it might be judicious to allow such Deans and Chapters to 
use a little of the patronage of benefices belonging to the sees of 
London, Durham, and Winchester, or any others that can, without 
injury to the Church, spare it. In all dioceses, whether these 
smaller ones or not, the Dean and Chapter shall appoint an accu- 
mulating fund, or proceed to apply funds at once, where the endow- 
ments admit of it, for a college or free school, as the case may be, 
according to a subsequent Canon, and for a college for unfortunate 

* There are several churches in the kingdom, which, in prooess of time, might 
come in for this purpose. One very beautiful one, and which is, in fact, a 
cathedral, and the choir still preserved, I cannot resist mentioning, viz. that of 
Christ-Church in Hampshire. Wolverhampton might be applied much sooner, 
and so might Heytesbury. 

+ For the new county bishopricks, there are several churches that would do, 
(some of them immediately ;) for Breconshire, or Brecknockshire, there might be 
the Bishop of Brecon ; for Lancashire, there might be the Bishop of Manchester; 
for the West Eliding of Yorkshire, the Bishop of Ripon ; for Nottinghamshire, 
the Bishop of Southwell ; for Middlesex, except the diocese of London, the 
Bishop of Westminster; for Berkshire, the Bishop of Windsor; for Bucking* 
oamshire, the Bishop of Eton ; and for Dorsetshire, the Bishop of Wimborne. 
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people, of good character, of both sexes, who from their former cir- 
cumstances are naturally averse to seeking parochial relief, such 
college to be so endowed as to provide the inmates thereof, (who 
are to be subject, however, to such discipline as the Dean and 
Chapter, with the consent of the King in council, shall determine 
upon,) — to provide them with an easy and comfortable subsistence ; 
and, moreover, there shall be attached a dispensary for the sick, to 
which, also, a limited number of out-patients may, if properly re- 
commended, be allowed to resort ; and we trust that, eventually, 
the colleges for the poor, here recommended, will also have attached 
to them a liberal number of out-pensioners of both sexes. 

As soon as it can be conveniently so arranged, the provinces of 
the Archbishops shall be as follows : — Kent, Surrey, Hampshire, 
including the Isle of Wight, Jersey, Guernsey, and Alderney 
Islands, Wiltshire, Dorsetshire, Devonshire, Somersetshire, Corn- 
wall, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Buckinghamshire, 
and Sussex, to be the province of Canterbury; (the county of 
Kent, except the city of Rochester, and a small space round it, to 
be named by the Crown, to be the diocese :) the province of York 
to be as at present, except the county of Cheshire ; (the diocese of 
York to be the East Riding of the county :) the province of Lon- 
don to consist of Middlesex, Essex, Hertfordshire, Cambridge- 
shire, (including the Isle of Ely,) Norfolk, Suffolk, Bedfordshire, 
Lincolnshire, Huntingdonshire, Leicestershire, Northamptonshire, 
Rutlandshire, Warwickshire, Staffordshire, and Derbyshire ; (the 
diocese of London to consist of the city of London, and the 
parishes of Clerkenwell, Islington, St. Pancras, St. Mary-le- 
bone, and Paddington : *) and the province of Worcester to con- 
sist of the counties of Worcester, Herefordshire, Cheshire, Shrop- 
shire, and the whole of North and South Wales ; (the diocese of 
Worcester to be the county of that name ;) the Archbishop to be a 
proficient in the Welsh language, as all under him, who are placed 
where that language at all prevails, (a similar rule about the Irish 
language to apply to the Irish provinces.) Also, as soon as the 
ecclesiastical funds will admit, we propose the following incomes 
for Archbishops and Bishops, (to include their stipends both for 
bifthoprick and deanery,) viz. for Canterbury, 15,000/. a year; for 

• It might be thought I ecoming to select the Bishop of the Metropolis, after 
the example of Dublin, as one of the new Archbishops ; therefore I have thus 
proposed a plan of Provinces ; but there is another way rather more agreeing 
with what the map would suggest; viz. to select the Bishop of Winchester, giv- 
ing him a great deal of what I have proposed for Canterbury, and giving Can* 
terbury a great deal of what I have proposed for London ; but the arrangement, 
as in my proposed Canon, may answer all practical purposes as well. Might I 
propose one more to the number of Archbishops, which I did not think expedient 
to do, because already have I proposed to reduce Durham, so expensively bur- 
thenedy to the lowest point practicable in justice, it would be to make Durham an 
Archbishoprick, the province to be Durham, Northumberland, Cumberland, 
Westmoreland, and the town of Berwick upon Tweed, which town, by the way, 
might eventually become one of the small Bishopricks for missionary and other 
ministers. 



120 

York, 9,000/. a year ; for London, 10,000/. a year; for Worcester, 
7,000/. a year; for Durham, 10,000/. a year; for Winchester, 
4,000/. a year ; for Westminster, 7,000/. a year ; for Southwark, 
5,000/. a year ; — these to be all Lords of Parliament, ex officio : 
6,000/. a year for Oxford, and 4,000/. a year for any other Bishop 
who may be a Lord of Parliament ; and 2,500/. a year for each 
Bishop not a Lord of Parliament.* And the aforesaid episcopal 
incomes shall so continue in all times coming, unless, from some 
very great alteration in the value of money, Parliament shall deem 
it just to increase, or lessen their amount. Further, the Bishop of 
Winchester shall retain his house in St. James's Square ; but the 
town house of the Bishop of Ely, and the town house of the Bishop 
of London, shall be sold, and the proceeds go towards building a 
house for the latter Bishop near his cathedral, and also houses for 
the episcopal Prebendaries to be appointed to the two cathedrals. 
Fulham palace and grounds shall also be sold or let, and a less ex- 
pensive villa be given to the Bishop instead thereof. The Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury shall retain Lambeth Palace, but Addington 
Park shall be disposed of, and the Archbishop's only country-house 
shall be one to be provided for him near his cathedral. And the 
houses of all Prelates in the country, which are at any distance 
from their cathedrals, like Bishopthorpe Palace, Auckland Castle, 
&c. &c. shall also be sold or let, and those Prelates who now oc- 
cupy them, shall, in their dioceses, have no house but the one. 
already built, or to be built, for them (as the case may be) adjoin- 
ing their cathedrals. And whereas the different new arrangements 
concerning the see of London, render it inconvenient and incon- 
sistent, that the Bishop thereof should continue, after they are 
completed, Dean of his Majesty's chapels royal, we recommend 
that then, and always after, the Archbishop of Canterbury shall be, 
without any extra income on that account^ Dean of the Royal 
Chapels ex officio ; the Bishop of Winchester Sub-dean, without 
pay also, and ex officio, (their town houses being in lieu of pay ;) 
and the title of the Minister then holding the office of Sub-dean, to 
be changed into " Precentor, and First Chaplain in Ordinary ."-f- 

* There being an apparent inequality in these proposed incomes, it is right 
to remind the reader, that virtually they are nearly equal, except perhaps Can- 
terbury and Durham, which, if not relieved ly Parliament from some very ex- 
pensive duties and payments, I fear I have put too low. I think none, with 
these incomes, without some considerable private fortune, can make any indecently 
large provision for their families. (1 Tim. v. 8.) 

t With regard to the question of " vested rights/* I have seen nothing to make 
me swerve from my former proposal, (looking at it as a question of Property 
Tax, for all would admit the right of Parliament to tax the laity, and exempt the 
Clergy exclusively from any impost ; and therefore only looking to the prudence 
and expediency part of the question,) — that Bishops, and inferior Dignitaries, who 
were such in the reign of George the Third, be exempt with regard to their present 
preferment ; and the same privilege be granted to beneficed Clergymen, who 
were in Priest's orders before the Regency, as to any livings they now hold. And 
also, for reasons formerly given, I would make all lay-holders of what was ever 
Church property contribute to the general ecclesiastical fund of the diocese. 
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ADDITIONAL CANON, WHICH MAY FOLLOW THE PRECEDING, 

OR COME IN BEFORE THE 42ND. 

Cathedral, and other Incomes, belonging to the Church. 

In every diocese, as soon as the ecclesiastical funds admit of it, 
every Dean, not a Bishop also, shall be entitled to receive 1,500/. a 
year ; evdry Archdeacon, Sub-dean, 2,000/. a year ; every other Arch- 
deacon 1,200/. a year ; every Chancellor of a cathedral, who shall 
also superintend (concurrently with the lay Chancellor if there is 
one in the diocese) the parochial churches to see that they are 
kept in proper repair, 1,200/. a year; every Precentor 1,100/. a 
year; and every. Treasurer 1,100/. a year; every Episcopal Pre- 
bendary of the metropolitan cathedrals 500/. a year ; every other 
Prebendary of St. Paul's and Westminster Abbey, and every Pre- 
bendary of Durham and of Dublin, 1,200/. a year; and every other 
Prebendary 1,000/. a year; every rural Dean, if in habitual corres- 
pondence with the Archdeacon, 100/. a year ; every beneficed 
clergyman, according to the extent of his parish and labours, the 
minimum income to be 600/. a year ; the maximum 1,000/.* the 
amount to be determined by a scale, to be approved by the Crown ; 
a Curate, if the living is worth 600/. a year, 200/. ; if above 600/. a 
year, 300/. a year ; Deacons, employed in populous parishes for early 
Morning Services, and other assistance to the Curates, 100/. a year, 
a parish Clerk 100/., if in a very populous parish, and in Deacon's 
orders, 150/. a year ; an organist of a cathedral, if in London, 300/. 
a year, if elsewnere, 200/. a year ; a Vicar Choral, if in London, the 
four senior Vicars, 300/. the others 200/. a year ; if in the country, 
the four seniors 200/., the others 100/. a year ; minor Canons, if in 
London, the three senior Canons 300/. a year, the others 200/., if 
elsewhere the three senior 200/. a year, the others 100/. ; the sing- 
ing boys to be put under a competent master, and maintained at 
equitable charges ; Vergers and others employed in cathedrals.^ 

ANOTHER ADDITIONAL CANON. 

Precedency of the new English Archbishops, and of Bishops, 

English and Irish. 

The Archbishop of London shall rank next below the Irish Arch- 
bishops, and the Archbishop of Worcester next below him. The 
Bishop of Durham shall rank first, the Bishop of Winchester se- 
cond, the Bishop of Meath third, the Bishop of Kildare fourth, the 

* As compensation to some private patrons, (Sir Henry Peyton's is the hardest 
case I can recollect at this moment,) I would give them the patronage of an equi- 
valent number of new churches in addition to what they now hold. 

t I say nothing of incomes for these, as that must depend upon the determi- 
nation to show cathedrals gratis or not If the former, to ensure proper attention, 
becoming salaries must be given ; if the latter, no two cathedrals are in the same 
circumstances. I think the present salaries of the Vergers at St. Paul's are about 
7/. a year. 

Q 
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Bishop of Westminster fifth, the Bishop of Windsor sifcth, and the 
Bishop of South wark seventh ; (all these, except the Bishop of 
Windsor, Lords of Parliament ex officio, as also the Archbishops, 
English and Irish ;) the other Bishops, whether English or Irish, 
shall rank according to priority of consecration, which rule is not 
to be affected in any way by having a seat in the House of Lords. • 

CANON TO FOLLOW THE PRECEDING. 

The Rule for sitting in Parliament. 

The number of Bishops to be Lords of Parliament also, shall 
never exceed thirty, which number shall be completed thus : The 
Prelates, mentioned in the preceding Canon, shall be Lords of 
Parliament ex officio ; of the remaining, whether English or Irish, 
the last consecrated shall be Chaplain of the House of Lords, and 
daily attend the House in his rochet to read prayers ; that in case 
of any vacancy happening during his chaplaincy, either by the 
death of a Bishop, a Lord of Parliament, but not so in virtue of his 
see, or by the translation of such to a see entitling him, in virtue of 
such translation, to a seat in the House, that, in either of such 
cases, he shall succeed ex officio the Prelate deceased, of translated, 
and shall not forfeit his seat by translation ; but that, in the other 
alternative, he shall not be eligible to a seat in Parliament, except 
by being translated to one of those sees giving that privilege. This 
mode of arranging parliamentary duties we have adopted, conceiv- 
ing it to be better tnan election, on account of its tendency to su- 
persede all temptation to jealousy, or love of intrigue, both so highly 
Unbecoming the clerical profession ; and, moreover, we have judged 
that it is a plan, which, when put in practice, will be more satis- 
factory to all classes of our lay brethren. And forasmuch as Bishops 
who.dq their duty, must of necessity have a great deal of corres- 
pondence, we recommend, injustice to their correspondents as well 
as to themselves, that those Bishops, who do not happen to be Lords 
of Parliament, shall still possess the usual parliamentary privilege 
of franking and receiving, postage free, letters.* 

ADDITIONAL CANON, WHICH MAY PROPERLY COMB IN ABOUT 

THE 40TH. 

College Advowsons. 
Forasmuch as there has been a custom at King's College, Cam- 

* It is not the first time I have stated the hardship of the Clergy bein°; totally 
excluded from the House of Commons, composed of people of all professions, 
each profession therefore having some one to reply to an unfair attack upon it, 
and composed of all sects, except Jews, summoned indeed to consult for the good 
of the church, but having the power to vote for injury to it. I would propose 
about ten extra clerical members for the three Universities, non-beneficed men, 
or, if beneficed, residing in or near London. 



128 

bridge, and New College, Oxford, in reference to several benefices 
belonging to those Colleges, of the senior Fellow (sometimes only 
taking orders upon the vacancy) having, as a matter of course, the 
option of a vacant cure, and upon his declining, the next having 
the option, and so on till one will accept it ; and forasmuch as this 
is in detail, the most vicious kind of arranging patronage possible, 
repressing inducements to improve natural talent, and creating a 
frightful temptation to indolence ; the patronage of such colleges 
shall, for the future, be vested in the Crown, only on condition 
that the Crown always give a vacant living to one of the Fellows 
belonging to the College now presenting to it, if there be any in 
holy orders, properly qualified, and willing to take it, or, in the 
other alternative, that it be given to one out of twenty returned, in 
a list of Curates alphabetically arranged, by the Vice Chancellor to 
the King's Minister. 

A 

ADDITIONAL CANON, WHICH MAY FOLLOW THE PRECEDING. 

Curates. 

Curates of twenty years' service, with good testimonials as to 
their character, shall be entitled to claim promotion from their 
Bishop within a reasonable time of their application; (we do not say 
invariably upon the first or second application ;) but if, from the 
scanty patronage of a particular see, the Bishop cannot hold out a 
not very remote prospect of presenting an applicant to some living, 
or stall, he shall at once say so, in which case, upon application to 
the ecclesiastical Minister of the Crown, the latter may name some 
Other Bishop more able, and the Curate shall then, with letters 
dimmory from his own Bishop, go to the other Bishop nominated, 
who shall be bound to name something held by a Minister more 
than sixty-seven years old for the Curate to succeed to. 

CANON WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME IN ABOUT THE 42nD. 

The Prebendaries of each episcopal cathedral shall ex officio be 
the council of the Bishop, whenever he shall deem it necessary to 
collect their opinions and advice. Moreover they shall be trustees 
of all property in the diocese, arising from commutation of tithes, 
or any other scource, belonging to tne Church ; and they shall see 
that their treasurer make the proper quarterly, or half yearly (as the 
case may be) payments to the Bishop and others, according to the 
foregoing Canons.* And besides they shall make any lawful pay- 
ments, if required, for the benefit of other dioceses, always, if possi* 
ble, leaving, after paying all expenses of officers, &c, such a surplus 
to add to their capital or property, that till church-rates, and heavy 
poor-rates, can be dispensed with without injury to religion, the 

* It is hardly necessary to remark, that much of this Canon was suggested to 
me by a proposal understood to have been made by his Grace the Archbishop of 
Dtib)in, 
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diocese may never be without an accumulating fund. And foras- 
much as the King's Minister will require constant information on 
local matters connected with different churches, every diocese shall 
maintain two lay commissioners for that purpose, to be appointed by 
the Crown, and to, for eight months in every year at least, or more 
if required, reside in the diocese. 

CANON, WHICH MAY FOLLOW THE PRECEDING, V. C. 

Ordinaries. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury is, in spiritual things, the Ordi- 
nary of the other Primates ; the Archbishop of each province the 
Ordinary of the Bishops in it ; and the Bishop the Ordinary of the 
Clergy of his diocese. 

THE THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 

The Articles which seem to me to require remark, are the 3rd, 
which requires explanation, or else there should be a marginal note 
in the Prayer Book at that part of the Creed ; those Articles on 
Justification, upon which we sometimes meet with contradictory 
explanation ; the same of Regeneration, Good Works, Free Will, 
Original Sin, Predestination, and Election. All these I would 
suggest to be worded so as not to admit of so many, at least, in- 
genious ways of deviating from their intended meaning. One 
would think that the Collect for Christmas Day would show us 
what the Reformers meant us to understand about Regeneration ; 
and that that answer in the Catechism, which asserts Universal 
Redemption, and calls all baptized (that is, properly baptized) 
children " the elect people of God," or the earlier answer, which 
asserts that in baptism the child is adopted by God, and made heir 
of his kingdom; the same Catechism containing other answers 
which show that Universal Redemption does not mean final salva- 
tion, which is conditional. One would think that the answers in 
this Catechism would be a sufficient commentary upon the intended 
meaning of the framers of our Articles. On Regeneration I may 
remark, that the Lord's Prayer, unless it is admitted, with some 
Calvinists, to have been merely a temporary command of Christ 
not meant to be used after the resurrection, when the merits of our 
Saviour — not the forgiveness of injuries — were to be the grounds of 
hope of acceptance, which it cannot be by those who assent to our 
Liturgy containing the Lord's Prayer ; — I may remark, that the 
Lord's Prayer, being so often used by the Reformers in compiling 
the Liturgy, ought to settle that question, seeing that men of their 
acumen would, had their sentiments been like the sentiments of 
those of modern divines, called Evangelicals, have most carefully ex- 
cluded the Lord's Prayer, as (to use the words of the late Dr. Andrew 
Thompson of Edinburgh, a very clever man, though, as I believe, a 
most wretched divine) " an imperfect form ;" for (and 1 confidently 
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put it to every learned reader) is it possible to think, for a moment, 
that any hardly of the Reformers were ignorant of the fact, that, in 
the early ages of the church, the catechumens were not allowed to 
be present when the Lord's Prayer was said, because only in the 
case of the regenerated, or baptized, or adopted, could the merits 
of Christ be said to be understood? (Rom. viii. 15, and Gal. iv. 6.) 
In a word, I believe that the framers of the Articles, avowedly 
written to prevent what they have not prevented, naturally con- 
cluded that, in case of doubt, the reader would go from the Articles 
to the Liturgy, not from the Liturgy to the Articles. My own 
sentiments are known to not a few ; but I am only a layman, and 
therefore I am no authority; but thus much I may suggest, that 
the Church decide, either for or against Calvinism, and unequi- 
vocally say which, in her Articles: this seems the common-sense 
way of going to work. 



THE END. 
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